during the fixtl Campaign of AGRIC OLA. . 25 


ee nauticus miles, &c.” We do not find a ſingle camp weſtward of 
that in the Muir of Lour to which this deſcription can apply 
with equal propriety. 4. His camp was forced“ node aggreſt 
"8 aryl Jornum ac trepidationem, &c? As we have already ſeen 
that we muſt now conſider him as on the north of Tay, this 
part of the hiſtory will apply to all appearance very ſtrictly to 
the camp at Battle-dykes; for, not to inſiſt upon the name 
given it by tradition, which. might either be imaginary, or 
might ariſe from ſome event of a much later date, we have 
there found two cairns, one of them very large, the one within 
the camp, the other only go paces without the gate, in every 
circumſtance reſembling thoſe wherein the ancients uſed to 
inter their dead {lain in battle. 5. Our hiſtorian tells us, that 
% the woods and marſhes ſerved for ſhelter to the fugitives.” 
That Angus is perhaps, even in its cultivated ſtate, the moſt 
marſhy part of Scotland, is known to all. who have paſſed 
through it; and that the greateſt part of Britain was at that 
time covered with wood, is ſtill better known. Even within 
two or three centuries, there was a prodigious track of wood for 
many miles weſt from the camp of Battle-dykes ; the ſcite of 
which {till retains the name of the Foreſt-muir. 
From the manner in which Tacitus writes, he gives us reaſon | 
to think that Agricola © fixed his winter-quarters in this part 
„of the country,—and that in the beginning of the ſummer 
& he ſent forward the navy, which, by committing devaſtations 
“ in ſeveral places, would not fail to ſpread terror; - putting 
© himſelf at the head of his army lightly equipped; and thus 
that he arrived at the foot of the Grampian hills,” Had the 
final battle been fought near Comric, where thefe hills are at 
| ſuch a diſtance from the ſea, all the parading of a fleet, and all 
the deſolation accompliſhed by it, would have had little or no 
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effect upon the Caledonians fituated upwards of 40 miles from 
it. We muſt therefore ſeek for a place where the encampment 


of the Caledonians upon the Grampian hills was at no great 
diſtance from the ſea; and where ſhall we find this, but where 
theſe, mountains may be ſaid to bathe themſelves i in its waves, at 


their eaſtern extremity ? 


We ſhall only add one circumſtance more, in confirmation of 
the foregoing hypotheſis, which is, the diſcovery that has lately 


been made of Roman grauaries under ground, upon the eſtate 


of colonel Duncan of Lundie, a few miles north-eaſt from 


Dundee; which makes it highly probable that Agricola fixed his 


winter- quarters near this place. 


*.%* It ought to be obſerved, that the earl of Buchan, in calling 
the attention of different gentlemen to the antiquities above-de- 
ſcribed, ſtudiouſly avoided prejudicing them by his own opinions 


concerning them, which ſufficiently apologiſes for the repe- 
tition of the ſame ſentiments and the ſame quotations from 


Tacitus's Life of Agricola in ſupport of them. This ſeems to 
be the honeſt and ſatisfactory mode of expiſcating the antiquities 


of any country, and it 1s to be hoped it WII be followed in All 


enquiries of a ſimilar nature. 
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icht withſtand eyery Attack from the Critic to ene er, and 
dit ibutetto the « Ornat 2 as well as Value of "i mh 5 oa 


With a ſimilar view it is here. intended to preſent the Publick wh Gras 
valuable Articles of BIT ISH Torock AHV, from printed Books and MSS. 


One Part of this Collection will conſiſt of Re- publications of ſcarce and va- 


rious Tracts; another of ſuch MS. Papers as the Editors are ne 
poſſeſſed of, or may receive from their Friends. 

It is therefore propoſed to publiſh a Number occaſionally, not  cofificed 
to the. ſame Price or Quantity of Sheets, nor always adorned with | ug ; 
but paged in ſuch a Manner, that the general Articles, or thoſe bel8nging 
to the reſpeQtive Counties, may form a ſeparate Succeſſion, if there ould 
be enough publiſhed, to bind in ſuitable Claſſes ; and each Tract will be 
completed in a ſingle Number. 

Into this Collection all Communications conſiſtent with the Plan will 
be received with Thanks. And as no Correſpondent will be denied the 


Privilege of controverting the Opinions of another, ſo none will be denied 


Admittance without a fair and impartial Reaſon. \ Fell 
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Tur deftription al — here offered to the, public. Was 
Written by Thomas Gifford of Buſta, eſquire, 1733, in 


173 pages 4to, to which was prefixed a drawing of the main 


land with the iflands thereto belonging. The original MS. is in 


the hands of the author's family. A copy of it Was preſented to 


the Earl of Morton when preſident of the Royal Society, written 

and ſigned by Mr. Gifford, and ſtill remains in the noble family 
library. - Copies. were given by the author to, other perſons ; 
and a n from one of them falling into the hands of Mr. 


George Paton of Edinburgh, was, with the ſpirit of liberal com- 
munication which ſo eminently marks his character, imparted to 


the editor of the Bibliotheca Britannica Topographica. 


The firſt deſcription we have in print of this iſlaud, or rather 
collection of :thirty-three inhabited iſlands, ſeems ta have been 


inclutled in Englands Improvement revined, digeſted into fix 
books, by captain John Smith, 2 670, 4to. The firſt five 


books of this work treat of the improvements that might be 


made in planting and raiſing timber; and the ſixth as printed 
firſt by itſelf, xt 662. eee, e rener to Mr. Matthew 


6 
04 go! 


ol Britiſh PoSraphy, WH I. p. 730. | 8 Fs 
n This ſeems to be the ſame mentioned in the liſt ae to Gibſon's Camden. 
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Cradock, of London, merchant, one of the ſociety for the fiſn - 


ing trade of Great Britain, was ſent to ſea by the Earl of Pem- 


broke, and his aſſociates, for-the- diſeevery of the iſland of 
Shetland, the manner and way of trading, the profits and cuſ- 


toms thereof, the ſettling a ſtaple building of ſtorehouſes, view- 
ing the ground on ſhorę for landing and g of nets, Fm, 


200 drying of fiſh, and building « of blockhg uſes fop the ſecuri 
= of trade. He failed from Graveſend April 27, 1633, was forced 


by foul weather into Harwich, and detained there till the zoth. | 


The wind not favouring, he anchored in Yarmouth Road, and 
there going on ſRore;* leart chat tde Heli dnderb buffs) did urife 
at ſea for herrings on that eoaſt, and that from the Holrms before 
Yarmouth to Bookneſs {Buchanneſs}:iniScotlamd, N. N::Eciis: 96 
leagues, and from Bookneſs to the ſouth end: of Shetland? NI 


and by E. about 5 3 Jeagues. May 5, He ſailed- from Yarmouth; 
and by ſtreſs of wind was forced into 'Scarbrough, arid there 
going on ſhore, was informed of the Hollanders biffes: filhing 
on that coaſt, arid that from Scarbrough north ward tè ward Cat- 


neſs, irt 4 5 fathom, or thereabouts, / 1 in that fair waytare uſually 
che firſt ſummer herrings caught. From Scarbrough he, failed 
and came to an anchor before Leith in Scotland, May g,; where 
going on ſhore, and from thence to Edinburgh, he delivered his 


letters to Mr. William Dicks, who was at that time governor of ; 


the iſland of Shetland, and did receive the revenue of /thofe 
iſlands. Having received inſtructions ard Ietters from: Mr. Dicks 


to Mr. James Scot, who lived at the time in the north partb of 


the iſland of Shetland, and was agent or deputzi to the ſaid 
William Dicks, he ſailed from Leithziand came to anchor at 


Caſten in the iſland of Orkney, May HZ. Theſe l iſlands he 


briefly deſcribes, adding, that thoſe of FP, lye from Nhetfand 
Nee about 58 leagues. fr 44 WES 3593223 yr 1 mew 7110 7g (3-441 1224 A4 
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40 T Tum Part of Shetland lyeth about thirty leagues. — 
Ward from tlie ſaid iſland called Maland. He ſailed from Caſten 


and came to an anchor by Sundbroug-head, the ſouth part of 


Shetland, June 3, and going aſhore ſpake with the good man 
of Wanlale, one of the chief of thoſe parts, who with other 
of the inhabitants informed him of their manner of trading 
with the Hamburghers and others, and of the Hollanders fiſning 
for herrings on that coaſt, and of their dogger boats that fiſh 


only for ling and cod. He next anchored in Bracey [Braſſa] 


$0419, otherwiſe called Broad Sound, à very] gallant harbour, 


where many ſhips may lie land- lockt for all winds. After in- 


forming himſelf ofi the trade and fiſheries carried on there, he 


g next viſited Evey Sound, the northernmoſt ſound in Shetland, 


June 12, and there göing on | ſhore continued about 1 or 12 


months; and in that time travelled the Sreateſt pa or the ang 


bo ſea and land. 

„The land of Shetland IS N. and hs E. and 8. Or 8. * N. 
Abdul 60 miles. But there are many iſlands belonging to Shet- 
land. That which is moſt conſiderable are the ſounds and harbours. 
Om the weſt fide of the ſouthward. point of Shetland is a good 
Harbour and ſound, called Sr. Magnus, and on the eaſt fide near 
Sunbrough-head i is a fair ſand-bay, where there is good anchor- 
ing in 10 or 1 2 fathom. To the northward of this laſt ſound 
is another ſound called Hambrough haven, which: is a lade-place 
for the Hamburghers and Scotch. About 9 or 10 leagues from 
the ſouthward: part of Shetland there is a channel that runneth 
through the land; the ſouth part of the land divided by the 


channel is called Swanbers, the other part ſo divided on the north 
part Laxford.; Within the channel aforeſaid are ſeveral ſounds 
or harbours, hut the beſt and chiefeſt ſound in Shetland is Brace 


Sound or Broad Sound, as before - mentioned. Out of this ſound 
the 


viii ben K F & 0 v. 


the aforeſaid channel doth run riorthwart, zone mech gene of 
Swanbergh Heth the high hill of Hangnix, from which,; about 
9 leagues northward, lie ſome out rocks, called he Stars. To 
the northward of theſe is a very good harbour, called Bloom 
Sound; i nörth 6f this is another good haven, called Hus Sound, 


being the northern or north-eaſt ſound! or haven belonging 


to the iſland called Ou. There are other havens or ſounds 
which lye through the land between and about that part of Shet- 


land called Laxford, and the ifland called Jello. Fhere are alſo 


other illands rs ag which þ-foribfofity ale m > forbgar. bas 
merten: Veld le = 


« The werehants which trade with the Intiabitants of Shetland 


are Hamburghers, Bremers, Luberghers, Scots, and Engliſh. The 
chief merchants of the iſland are Scots, the meaner and inferior 
forts are a mixt people of Danes and Scots. The iſlands of Shet- 
land, as I have been informed, were given to king James of 


bleed memory, by the king of Denmark, with queen Anne, in 
part of her dowry. The commodity of Shetland, which the 


merchants do for the moſt part trade with them is ling and cod, 
Which they take with hooks and lines in-ſmall boats called yaw, 
about the beginning of Graveſend ocean. The ling they ſell 
for three pence a pound, being a ling of the larger ſize, and called 
Aa a git Ang; if ſmaller, we have two for one, or three for two, 

and fo Proportionable. The cod is fold for two pence the gi4d cod, 
and is meaſured as the ling. 1 bought of fiſhermen mer- 
ehants of the Hand of Ounſt, 11635 5 gild ling, and 834 gild cod, 
at three pence the gild ling, and theo pence the gild cod, which 
ling and cod were taken by the ſaid fiſhermen at ſeveral times 
in the ſmall boats, and brought to my booth or place of abode 
every morning as they were caught. The ſaid ling and cod being 


very good and merchantable, were falted on board the ſhip that 
landed 


N 


8 


n 
1 5 oy 
8 


r is 


landed, me, and within ſeven weeks after my landing, 1 ſent per 


for London with the ſaid: fiſh to the earl of Pembroke. There are 


alſo other ſmall fiſh, which the inhabitants do catch with angles, 
fitting in the rocks and in their ſmall boats with hooks and lines 
in the ſoundings and between the iſlands ; and theſe ſmall. fiſh 
are. very conſiderablę, for though they cannot ſpend them by 
reaſon of the multitude which they take, and have not induſtry 
to make uſe of them for tranſportation; 3 yet the livers they 
Preſerve, and with the livers, of the ling and cod make train oil ; 
but if it were im proved as taking them with nets, the train oil 


44 & F# 


would amount to a, conſiderable, ſum; and if, this meaſure of 
trade were carried through the whole iſland, it would be a great 


„„ „ 


orher ee in the and He Dus 1 inhabited ee flag 


and cod of the fiſhermen, ſo that the quantity which 1 ſent for 
England was not above, the fifth part taken in that iſland, which 
with the whole quantity, of fiſh bought by other merchants 
throughdut the whole iſland of Shetland being added to them 

would amount to a very, confiderable ſum, or quantity to the 
lading of many veſſels, which might be much more improved 


and increaſe trade, and, thereby furniſh the inhabitants with 


money and commodities. - 7 : 
In the iſland of Shetland were en and ſheep, ſold at a very 
reaſonable rate. -] bought. for ray own uſe in victualling the ſhip 
ſent to London three. oxen for three pounds; and at another time, 
four for five; pounds, v hich were fat, and about the bigneſs of 


the ſmaller fort of cattle which we have in England. There 


were, alto fat eep fold, for two ſhillings, and two ſhillings and 
ix -pence per ſheep. There were alſo other creatures for food, 
as conies and fwIl. „The fuel or, firing is peat and turf. There 
may be ſalt pans. ſet up, and good {alt made to ſerve all the 
= fiſhing 


4 r 
fſhing fleet. There are Very 86d! Thores Hr landing: AN 


ing of lets; and walking and dying of fich. There is no flight 


in the north of Shetland Tur: of” two barn: 5 in the 17 725 LE 
June and July. | | 
In an iſland hot of: Oünh, being Bel Elabbed bitt ſtockel 


with wild cows and cönies, . Killed With Wy! Birding Pieces 


ten couple of ' coneys in one ght from ſufiaſet to füntriſe, and 


it Was as light as a cloudy winter. I do not remember any froſt 
or ſnow in Shetland; if any, it Was not of J6ng continuance, 


The côldeſt weather is by reaſon'of great Winds in the winter 


quarter, the wind blowing ſo -violent, that no ſhip dare look 


on the north coaſt, ſo that the People of thoſe iſlands have little 
communication with' other nations'in that quarter. I can ſpeak 


by experience : being blown down flat ito” the ground by the 


violence of the wind, I Was forced'to'c creep on hands and knees to 


the next wall, and going by the wall;-got into an hotiſe, or elſe 


muſt Have ſtood' by the wall till the violence of the wind were 


over. Sometimes it laſted half a day or more. There are 


ſeveral towns in Shetland ſo called, Having about eight or ten 
houſes together, where they plow and ſow corn, as oats, which is 
their chiefeſt bread ; and if my memory do not much deceive me, 
there was good barley growing in my time; but the land might 
be much improved if the inhabitants were induſtrious. They 
are like the idle Iriſh, not improving any thing either by ſea or 


land, ſpending that in winter which they get in ſummer, though 


their winter might be very profitable to them, if ny were la- 
borious and induſtrious as the Hollanders. On 
The goods and commodities that are vendible in Shetland are 
hooks'and lines for taking ling arid cod, nets: for taking herrings, 
ſtrong beer, biſcuit, Wheaten meal, ſalt, peas, fruits of all ſorts, 
firong water, Monmouth caps, and many other particulars. The 
7 ; inhabitants 
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inhabitants of Ounſt FRO. * a bark that they trade with 


to Norway, where they may buy timber for houſes ready framed, 


deal boards, tar, ſhips, barks and boats of all ſorts, and other 


neceſſaries for their uſe. With theſe ſmall fiſhing. boats, called 
yawls, they will row into the main about two or three leagues, 
where the banks are, on which they lay their hooks and lines 


for ling and cod. In one of theſe boats, rowing with two men, 


and ſometimes four, according to the largeneſs of the boat, they 


uſually bring to ſhore every morning that they 9⁰ to ſea about 


ſifty or ſixty ling and cod. There are many barrels of herrings 
taken by the inhabitants with their ſmall boats in the Sound and 
at ſea, not far from land, which are the gleanings of the Hol- 
landers buſſes, for the buſſes driving at ſea break the ſcull or 
ſhoal of herrings, and then the herrings flee near the ſhore and 
through the Sound, where theſe ſmall boats with thoſe. nets 


they have take them, but if they had better tackle and boats 
they might take 500 barrels for one, which would much inrich 
the iſland, and by increaſing trade 3 his majeſty's re- 


Nine, 

Thus far Captain Smith. 

The reſult of his obſervations was a plan for England to fit 
out a fleet of buſſes for the fiſhing trade here, and exclude all 


foreigners from fiſhing and trading in the ihands of Orkney and 
Shetland. 


The next authentic account of theſe iſlands was glven by Mr. 


Thomas Preſton, in two letters to Mr. Joſeph Ames, dated Jan. 
a4. 4 74 3— 4) printed in the Philoſophical Tranſactions, N* 473, 
p. 57. which, as it follows Mr. Gifford very cloſe in point of 


time, we ſhall give at large in the Appendix. 
A deſcription of the iſlands of Orkney and Zetland was ad- 


— in the Edinburgh Evening Courant, of Auguſt 24, 1771, as 
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preparing for the preſs, to give 4e an \ accormit”s 'of their fiſheries, | 


commerce, manufactures, natural curiofities, antiquities, plants, 


* minerals, ſtate of agriculture, number of inhabitants, public 
46 buildings, &c. from the earlieſt account of theſe iſlands to the 


« preſent times. Such gentlemen as had any thing to commu- 
nicate concerning them, which is not mentioned by Wallace or 


Mackenzie, were deſired to tranſmit their materials to A. 
Donaldſon, bookſeller in Edinburgh, or to William Coke, boox- 


ſeller in Leith, WhO was then at Kirkwall in Orkney; but of 


7 * 2 % 


this deſign nothing” further has tranſpired, and it ſeems rather 


to be laid aſide, 5 a 

„ The deſcription of the iſles of Orkney and Zetland with the 
© mapps of them, done from the accurate obſervations of the 
% moſt learned who lived in thoſe iſles,” publiſhed by Sir Robert 
'Sibbald, Ed. 17 1 1. fol. ſeems to be taken from various accounts. 


Captain Smith is cited in it. John Bruce, of Simbiſter, ſurveyed 


all the coaſt of Shetland, and“ made a large map of all the Yoes, 
i. e. bays and ſounds, and the entries to them, and marked the 
meaths in them, and ſhowen where Cangers are, and how they 
are to be avoided; and reſolved as ſoon as he goes home to take 
a more exact ſurvey of all again, and to miſs no bank, rock, nor 
ſhallow.” This deſcription is divided into twelve chapters „ in 


the laſt of which thefe iſlands are fuppoſed to be the Thule men- 


tioned by Tacitus, on Which idea, in which Hector Bactus anti- 


cipated him, Sir Robert wrote a fuller differtation, firft printed at 
the end of Wallace's deſcription of Orkney, 1693. 1700; and 


in biſhop Gidſon's firſt and ſucceeding , editions of. Camdems 
Britannia. 2 1 | 


* 


0 6 
, & 
; 


* Biſhop) Nicolfon,” in DET Scottiſh Hiſtories) nder p. 5 55, gives A different 
enumeration of the chapters of this. work, which, would lead one to ſulpcct he 
al n '*Uifferetr Work. li 
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John Brand's © new deſcription of Orkney, Zetland, Pightland- 
“ firth, and Caithneſs, Edinburgh, 1703,” 8vo. profeſſes to give 
« particular view of the ſeveral iſlands thereto belonging, to- 


&« gether with an account of what is moſt rare and remarkable 
'« therein.” But as he was an itinerant miſſionary preacher, he 


has inſerted all the legendary. {ſtories * ſo roundly believed by 
the common people, and converted every uncommon fiſh into 


an evil ſpirit *, He ſpeaks highly of the civility and hoſpitality 


of - the people, and their attention to religion, where they had 


an opportunity of hearing ſermons, but laments the want of 


ſchools, particularly 4 Latin one. His A a of Zetland 


takes up about 70 pages. 


Among Macfarlane's MS. Collections now in the Advocates- 


Library at Edinburgh is a general geographical] deſcription of 
Zetland, by Mr. Hugh Leigh, miniſter of Braific and Buro 3, 
Mr. Wallace promiſed a full deſcription of the weſtern iſlands, 


Shetland, and thoſe in Edinburgh Frith, by his father, with 


maps'of the moſt conſiderable “. 


Mr. Martin, at the end of his deſcription of the weſtern iſles 


of Scotland, 1697, 1703, and 1716, gives a ſhort account of 
 Schetland or Zetland; but this is only an abridgement of Mr. 


Wallace's. Martin never was there; and Brand {applies many 
defects in Wallace ; yet both of them are far from being full, 
accurate, or entertaining, ſays Mr. Toland in his MS. notes ON 
Martin's book. I ſhall ſay nothing here,” continues he, © of thoſe 


two cluſters of iſlands; but though I am perſuaded Iceland to 
have been the true Thule of the an cients, yet that ſeen by the 


* 3 
* 8. 


: Spirit 1 appears to be as much the Genius of theſe iſlands as of Corn 
wal, and had his fhare of every dairy, harveſt, or brewei y, 
See p. 113—115. 
Brit. Top. vol. II. p. 729. ” Ib. 73 


* — 
= 
. ; 


Roman 


93 > % 
8 . 
I 1 „ 
23 Win I Go gt 
— b N > 


\ 
xiv PAR N F AA AE. 
; oman fleet when it ſailed round Britain in Veſpaſian's: time wa 
| HETLAND. The words of Tacitus are, Diſpedla 2k et Thule 
| quam. hactenus nix et biems abdebat *, This paſſage: juſt follows 
1 his mention of the diſcovery of the Orcades, ſo that nothing 


g can be plainer, the ſhips having failed between them.“ 


From Brand and Wallace was compiled the account of Zet- 
g land in the“ Syſtem of Geography,” 1741, 382; and the Tours 
through Great Britain have drawn from the ſame ſource. 


| The © Voyages to Shetland, the Orkneys, and Weſtern Ifles,” "3 
ö printed 1753, 8 vo. is a meagre compilation to favour the herring. f . 
; fiſhery juſt then eſtabliſhed : - and of the ſame ſtamp 1s the | 7 
| exact and authentic account of the greateſt white-herring 8 
| fiſhery in Scotland, carried on yearly in the iſland of Zetland oy | ; 
=_ the Dutch only, 1750,” 8vo. | 1 
To complete the Topography of the Northern ene af the | : 
| | kingdom, Mr. Pennant ſupported the Rev. Mr. George Low, - 
miniſter of Barſa, Orkney, in a voyage through the Orkney 


and Zetland Ifles. He tranſmitted to him the Ms. account of 
his voyage, which is executed in a very ſatisfactory manner. 
He enters largely into the ſtate of the fiſheries and commercial 
5 concerns of the iſlands, and gives a very good account of their 
antiquities. Mr. Pennant means to complete the voyages of our 
iſlands, by publiſhing, at his own - expence, this work of Mr. 
Low, and ſhould any profits ariſe, dedicate them to his benefit. 
The oldeſt map of Orkney and Zetland is that by Timothy Pont. 
One captain Weſt, who about 1730 or 1734, was wrecked 
on the coaſt of Shetland, and lived there ſome time, made a map 
or chart of it; but, beſides that it was very imperfect _ and bor- 
rowed from Dutch Charts, it does not aPPFAF to Rave been en- 
graved. 
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Captain Preſton, beforementioned, made a new furvey in 1743 
and 1744. The places where he was are exactly laid down; 
but in thoſe copied from former charts the miſtakes are retained. 
This chart has many marginal notes, and i is Told 1 Mount and 
Page on Tower-hill. 

From the ſcanty and imperfect accounts hitherts given of this 
cluſter of iſlands dependant on the Britiſh crown, which Mr. 


Camden before the Union thought no better in point of ſituation 


and advantages than Iceland and its inhabitants, a parcel of 


frozen Ichthypophagi, it is no unfair preſumption that a more 

minute detail, written by a native and reſident little more than 
50 years ago (ſo. flowly does knowledge and information travel) 
would not be unacceptable, at a time when the BRITISH FISHERIES 


are become ſo much the object of public attention * 


x Schetlandia, qu 2 nonnullis Her h landia, eſt inſulæ aliis exiguis coronata ſub imperio 


Scotorum frigore cbrigens et undique procellis expoſita, cujus incolis perinde ut Handia 
piſcis exſiccatus et contuſus pro farre eſt, Britannia, p. 850. Ed. 1607. 


Weſtern coaſts of Scotland, ” juſt publiſhed, in 8 vo. 
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* THE Gifford family of Bult in Shetland, or Zetland, have 


been proprietors and poſſeſſed of great property there. The 
eſtate at preſent, including the fiſheries, yields above 12001. 
yearly, which has ariſen to that ſum by fiſhing and wrecks. 
There is a traditional report, that in the year 1739, or 1740, 
when the earl of Morton viſited this family, Mr. Gifford told the 
earl, that there was a Swediſh Eaſt India ſhip wrecked near his 


houſe, and that his fiſhers, among other articles got from that 


ſhip, found on the coaſt, Aa, large log of lead, which his 
ſervants uſed as a ſtool in his kitchen. This his lordſhip viewed, 


and ſcraping a part of, at with a Knife," informed him that * 
Was ſilver, and was the moſt valuable piece of furniture in the 


houſe. It was afterwards taken care of, and ſold for the 
benefit of the owners, after paying the ſalvage. 
The late Mr. Gifford of Buſta was a very reſpectable en , 


generous to his tenants and ſervants, and a very uſeful member of 


ſociety. His lady was ſiſter to the late Sir Andrew Mitchell of 
Weſtſhore. The preſent laird's grandfather had three ſons, who 
were loſt in a boat croſſing a bay in the month of June, 1746. 
His father was not then born ; he ſucceeded to the grandfather's 
eſtate on his deceaſe, It is remarked, that the Morton family 
got the ſuperiorities of Orkney and Zetland, which belonged 
to the earls of Orkney after his forfeiture, as a pledge tor 


39,0001, which his predeceffors had advanced to the Royal 
d Family, 
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Containing a Geographical Deſcription of the Jes of Zetland, is 


1733 its Extent, and Diviſions into Pariſhes. 


4 HE Ifland of ZETLAaND lies about 20 leagues N. E. from 

| the Orkneys, between 60 and 61 degrees N. latitude, and 
longitade between 2 and 3 W. from London, having the German 
Sea on the eaſt, the Ducalidonian Ocean on the weſt and north, 
and the ſea that divides it from the Orkneys on the ſouth. It con- 


fiſting of 33 inhabited iſlands, many whereot are very ſmall and 


inconſiderable; containing ſome one, and others two or three 
poor families. The whole iſland together is in length, from 
north to ſouth, 64 miles; and in breadth, from eaſt to weſt, 36 
miles where broadeſt; and is divided into 27 pariſhes, many 
whereof being very ſmall, two or three of them is united into 


one pariſh ; each of theſe united pariſhes being a bailifvic, and 


the charge of one miniſter of the Goſpel, being in all 12 pariſhes, 
(beſide a new erection of Fair iſle, Foully, and Skeries), in the 
following order : 5 

B _ The 


2 HISTORICAL-DESCRIPTION 
The whole inhabited Iflands are, 
] iS 


Cunningſburgh | 
Gulberwick J | 
Town of Lerwick 


1 Mainland 
2 Braſay 
3 Nos 
4 Burray 
5 Houſs 
6 Havery 
7 Irondery 
8 Papar 
9 Oxnay 
10 Hilduay 
I I Linſduay 
I2 Langon 
13 Valay 
14 Papaſtowr 


15 Vemantrie | 
16 Papalittle | 


17 Meiklerove | 

18 Lambar 

Ig Littlerove 

20 Brother Iſle 

21 Biggar 

22 Stampt frea 

23 Fiſh holm 

24 Yele 

25 Hafiaſay 

26 Fetlor 

27 Unit. 

28 Uyor 

29 Whalſay 

30 Lingar 

31 Fair Ifle 
2 Foullay 

23 Skeries 
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Mainlan 
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4 Dunroſsnes 
Sandwich 


Tingwall 
| Whitneſs 
Wiſdall 
; Sandſting 
Aithſting 
Walls 

Sandnes 


Iſle of Papaſtowr 


North Maven 
Delling 
Neſting 
Laniſting 


[Ile of Whaleſay 


[South Vele 
Mid Yele 
North Yele 
Fetlor 


North Pariſh 
Unſt Mid. Pariſh {| 
| South Pariſh | 


Braſſay 
| Burray 
| Fair Iſle 
Foullay 


| 1 Skerr1es 
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ha ens due in the Mainland are 


Dunrofiſnes 
Sandwich 


Cuningburg 


Lerwick 
Tingwally 
Whitnes 
Weſdall 


Papaſtowr 
e Hilſfwick 
| 1 Ottaberſe 
Solerafirth. 
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if wiiwick 
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+ Zetland is thus divided into twelve pariſhes, beſides the new 
erection of Fair Iſle, Foullay, and Skeries, which did formerly 
belong, Fair Ifle to the pariſh of Dunroflnes, Foullay to the 


pariſh of Walls, and Skeries to the pariſh of Neſting, and the 


tythes payable yearly out of * do ſtill belong to "ths: vicars 
of theſe pariſhes. 

The biggeſt iſland of Zetland is that called the Mainland, 
being in length, from north to ſouth, about 48 miles; and in 
breadth, from eaſt to weſt, 20 miles where broadeſt; but it 


is ſo much indented with bays of the ſea on all ſides, called 


Here Yoes, that there is not any part of it two miles from the ſea 
on one fide or the other. It contains eight pariſhes. 

- Firſt, The united pariſhes of Dunroſsneſs, Sandwich, and Cu- 
ning/burgh, in length, from north to ſouth, 16 miles; and 
about three miles broad where broadeſt; ſurrounded with 


the ſea, except on the north; bounded by Quarfs in Gulber- 


wick, Sandwick, and Cuningſburgh. It is for the moſt part high 
mountains, covered with heath aud marſhes, the arable ground 
being all upon the ſea coaſt. Dunroſneſs is the ſouthermoſt part 
of Zetland, and is moſtly low ground and ſandy downs, except- 
ing two promontories ; the one called Fit/2//-head, and the other 


Samburgh-head. There is a good deal of arable ground in theſe 


pariſhes, but much of it is overblown with the ſand and loſt. 


They have very little paſture ground in this pariſh, ſo they have 


very few ſheep; but in Cuningſburgh they have plenty of them. 
They bave cows, oxen, and horſes, but do not make ſo much 
butter for exportation as in the other pariſhes of the country. 
Moſt of the inhabitants are fiſhers; they catch abundance of 
{mall fiſh to feed upon, a few cod and ling for export; but their 


principal fiſhing is that of Seath, which they take in that rapid 
current that runs off Samburgh-head, 180 the Roi, which 
| B 2 ry ſets 


* . - * 
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* HISTORICAL DESCRIPTION 
ſets: away north weſt with the ebb, and ſouth eaſt with the flood ; - 


and when the tide ſets againſt the wind, the. waves run very 


high and break, which is dangerous, and often fatal to the poor 
fketvaen, who uſe only ſmalk yawls,. and but.few men in each. 

The ſeath has a large fat liver, of which they make oil: the fiſh 
is falted and dried, Ta ſold at Dundee and Leith. This pariſh is 
not ſo well provided with good harbours for ſhips as the reſt of 
the country; on the weſt fide of it there is none, ſave one at 
Bigtown only ſafe in ſummer; on the ſouth is 2477de/l-bay, an 


open place, where a ſhip can ride ſafe in ſummer; on the eaſt 
near Samburgh-head is Greozne/5-voe, where hips: uſually lie; 
and a little weſt from that is another harbour called The Pool, 
where ſmall ſhips can lie aground upon clean ſand; north from 
that 'four miles is another bay, called the Levanwick, a good 


ſummer harbour; ſix miles further is a good ſafe place, called 


Aithfvoe, having but a narrow entry. This is reckoned the moſt 


populous pariſh in Zetland, and contains about 1750 marks of 


land. It 1s thought too great a charge for one miniſter, and'there 


are tythes enough in it to pay two; but a disjunction cannot be 
eaſily obtained, becauſe the vicar of the pariſh is the greateſt 
heretor in it, without whoſe confent it cannot be done. There 


are in this pariſh three churches; one at Dunroſneſs, one at 
Sandwick, and one at Cuningſburgh ; but the miniſter preaches 


for ordinary only at the two former of theſe ; he has for ſtipend 
800 marks Scots a year; and a glebe and manſe. In this, as 
alſo in all the pariſhes of Zetland, there are ſeveral old buildings, 


called Pight5-Hou/es, which I ſhall have occaſion to mention after- 


wards. There are ſeveral holms belonging to this pariſh, only uſed 
tor paſture of little value, ſave one called Mouſſy, in which is one 
of theſe Pights houſes, a great part whereof is yet ſtanding, called 
The Caſtle of Moulſy. I his holm or ifland is about a mile long, 
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put not broad. It lies to the eaſt of Sandwick. There has been 
ſome arable ground in it, but it is now only uſed for paſture. 
There are rabbits in it, and alſo in many places of this pariſh. 


The ſecond pariſh | 18 that of Gulberwich, having Cuningſburgh 


on the South, Lingwall on the welt, the ſea on the north and eaſt, 
It is about five miles long from Nöth to ſouth, and two miles 
broad; all mountains covered with heath, and ſeveral freth 


water lakes. It is a very ſmall pariſh, having! in it only abeut 330 
marks of land, including quarfs. It did formerly belong to the 


pariſh of T ingwall, but is of late joined to the town of Lerwick, 


not formally but caſually. 1 he arable ground lying near the lea, 
the inhabitants are all fiſhers, moſtly off {mall Gh, for themſelves 


to feed upon; they alſo catch a few cod and ling for export, They 


have oxen, COWS, ſheep, and horſes ; ; milk and butter in ſummer. 


On the eaſt ſide of this pariſh ſtands the town of Lerwick, upon a 
ſmall bay of the ſea, covered with the iſland of Braſſay, which 
forms a fine large road, very commodious for ſhips to ride in at 


all ſeaſons of the year. It 15 more fx eequented by foreigners, eſpe- 
cially the Dutch, than any other place in Zetland, and 1 18 called 
by them the Bu/5-Haven, the Dutch-herring buſs fleet "having 


always made that the place of their rendezvous before they be- 


gin the herring fiſhing, ever, ſince their firſt entry upon that 
trade, it being a very convenient place for them to repair their 


ſhips when leaky, or to take in freſh water, and they can Tail out 


with any wind, the road having an entry to the ſouth, and 


another to the north that leads. into the fea. They come yearly 
about the ninth or tenth of June, and he tin the 13th, upon 
which day they muſt begin their fiſhing, and not ſooner. I have 
ſen ſome old men who ſaid that they have ſeen in Braſay Sound, 
at one time, 2200 buffes; but theſe 40 years paſt there never 


Was. above 8 or 600 of them in at once; and, in anno 1702, the 
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198080. 
French fon about I 50 of them in Brafay' Sound, and along 


the coaſt, fince which time there never was above 2 or 400 of 
them! in it at once. Theſe Dutchmen uſed formerly to buy a con- 
ſiderable quantity of coarſe ſtockings from the country people, 
for ready money, at a tolerable good price, by which means a 
good deal of foreign money was annually imported, which 
enabled the poor inhabitants to pay the land rent, and to pur- 
chaſe the neceſſaries of life; but for ſeveral years paſt that 
trade has failed, few or none of thoſe buſſes coming in, and 
thoſe that come, if they buy a few ſtockings, it 1s at a very low 
price, whereby the country people are become exceeding poor, 
and unable to pay the land rent, The town of Lerw!ick was 
built upon 7 account of foreigners frequenting that Place. I have 
known old men who remembred when there was not one houſe Z 
there; but now there are about 200 families 1 in it, abundance | | 1 
: > good houſes, and faſhionable people as are to be ſeen in any 
J town in Scotland of its bulk. At the north end of the town there = 
is a regular fort built at the charge of the government, in the 
reign of king Charles II. In the time of his firſt war with the 
1 Dutch his Majeſty was pleaſed to ſend over here a garriſon con- 
RR fiſting of zoo men, under the command of one colonel William 
i Sinclair, a native of Zetland; and one Mr. Milne, architector 
Tl for building the ſaid fort, with 20 or 30 cannons, to plant upon it 
for protection of the country. There was a houſe built within a 
the fort ſufficient to lodge 100 men; the garriſon ſtaid here 
| three years; the charge whereof, with the building the fort, is L 
| ſaid to ſtand the king 28,000 pounds ſterling. When the gar- 
| riſon removed, they carried off the cannon from the fort, and 
in the ncxt war with the Dutch 2 or 3 years after the garriſon 
removed, a Dutch frigate came into Braſay Sound, and burnt = 
the houſe in the fort, and ſeveral others, the beſt in the town 1 


2 


5 


JJ... 5 


of Lerwick; and that in the fort was never repaired ſince. In 
the late war with F rance, the French privateers came into Braſay 


Sound, and round the whole iſlands at their pleaſure, we having 


no force to hold them off. They were a more generous enemy 
than the Dutch, doing little damage to the country, ſometimes 
demanding ſome freſh proviſions, which were readily given them; 
we being in no condition to keep them off were glad to purchaſe 


their friendſhip at ſo eaſy a rate. The town of Lerwick has 


no freedoms nor privileges, but is governed by a baillie upon 
the ſame footing with the other baillies in the country. There 
is a church in it, and one miniſter of the Goſpel, who is now 
miniſter of Lerwick and Gulberwick. He has for ſtipend 5co 
marks, paid him out of the biſhop's rents of Orkney, 300 
marks by the town of Lerwick, and the tythes of Gulberwick 
about 200 marks; making in all 1000 marks Scots yearly, with 


a free houſe and yard. As Lerwick chiefly ſubſiſts by the reſort. 


of foreigners to it, ſo when that fails it muſt decline, as indeed 


it has done. for ſeveral years paſt, having been very little. 
frequented by foreigners, and thereby is become very poor. 


Several projects have been talked of and written upon of late, that 


might have been very beneficial to Lerwick and Zetland had they. 


taken place; as that of the Britiſh merchants carrying goods 
from Muſcovy and Sweden deſigned for the antadons in. 
America, that muſt be entered in Britain, could have them. 
entered at Lerwick, which would ſave a great deal of time and. 
charges to theſe merchants; allo the Greenland and. Herring, 
Fiſhery Companies of Britain. propoſed Lerwick as a moſt com- 
modious port for lodging their ſtores in, and for repacking their 


herrings, melting their oil, and thence exporting the ſame to 


foreign markets. The grand objection of theſe ſettlements is, 
that Lerwick is an open unfortified place, and in calc of a war. 


the 
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for rembving of which difficulty, would the government beſtow 
a ſmall garriſon upon it of only 100 men arid about go pieces 
of cannon, and be at a ſmall charge in repairing the old fort, 


and erecting a ſmall battery or two more, that might be ſuſſi- 


cient to ſecure the place againſt any ordinary effort the enemy 
might make agaitiſt it; aid Lerwick being thus ifortified,) all 
Britiſh ſhips coming from the Eaſt or Weſt ludies could come 
ſafely there in time of war, and lye ſecure until carried thence 
by convoy, or otherways as the proprietors ſhould direct; and 
thus Lerwick might become more advantageous to the trade of 


Great Britain thats Gibraltar or Port Mahon: and that for one- 


tenth part of the charge of either of thoſe l to the S- 
vernment. ä FS 

4 The united pariſhes of Bug wach Wimefs, and 7 dach, 
which are about eight miles long from ſouth to north, and 
five miles broad, having the iſlands of Frondray and Burray on 
the ſouth, Gulberwick on the Eaſt, Neſting and Delling on the 
north, and Artſling on the weſt. It is for the moſt part moun- 
tains covered with heath, and many freſh-water lakes; in the 


valleys is ſome arable and graſs ground. This united pariſh is 


about 1500 marks of land. Moſt of the inhabitants are fiſhers; 


they catch a few cod and ling for export, and abundance of 


ſmall fiſh for food. They have oxen, cows, ſheep, horſes, and 


fome ſwine, milk and butter, for paying the land rent. On the 


ſouth-ſide of the pariſh of Tingwall is a ſmall village called 
Scallamray, upon a bay of the fea, covered with the iſland of 
Froaderay, and it is a very good ſafe harbour for ſhips, but little 


frequented by any. At the eaſt end of the village ſtands the 


old houſe built by Patrick Stuart, earl of Orkney, called the Caſtle 
of Scallaway, of which now nothing remains but the ſtone 
walls; 


the merchants ſhips and goods would be expoſed to the onedhyi; 3 
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walls; it has been a very handſome tower-houſe, with fine 


vaulted cellars and kitchen, with a well in it, a beautiful ſpacious 


entry, with a turret upon each corner, and large windows, all 
grated with iron, which is now all ruſted away ; over the entry- 
gate is the following inſcription, cut in ſtone: 


Parkreros STEUARDUS ORCHADILE x7” ZETLANDIE. 
Cours. I. V. R. 8. : 


 Cvus NAMEN SAXUM EST, DOM'ILLA MANEBIT 
5 LABILIS E. CONTRA SI SIT ARENA PERIT 
A. D. 1600, 


It is ſaid, that 1 in building this houſe Earl Patric did anne 
ingly oppreſs the country, by laying a tax upon each pariſh 
thereof, whereby they were obliged to find as many men as was 
needed to ſerve in the work, and proviſions for all the workmen 
during the work, without a farthing charge to the Earl; and 
if any was found deficient, they were puniſhed by forfeiting 
their whole goods. This little town of Scallaway is much 
more antient than Lerwick, and was their uſual ſeat of juſtice; 
and all public letters are ſtill executed at the caſtle of Scallaway, 
but the head courts are now commonly kept at Lerwick, where 
the heritors can be better accommodated than at Scallaway, where 


there are not now above twenty ſmall families, beſides two or 


three gentlemen's ſeats. Scallaway ſtands about four miles 
W. S. W. from Lerwick. Four miles N. from Scallaway is Lax- 
fritb, a fine harbour for ſhips; on the Faſt fide of the country, 
half a mile Eaſt from that, is another bay called Deals Yoe ; 
betwixt Scallaway and Laxfrith is a pleaſant ſtrath or valley be- 


twixt two hills, for the moſt part arable and graſs. ground, in the 
middle whereof ſtands the church of 7779799/!, and the miniſter's 


manſe hard by it, nigh whereunto is a lake called the Lough of 
_zz = zz | Tingwall, 
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Tingwall, at the north end whereof is a ſmall plot of ground 
ſurrounded with water, and a bridge of a few rough ſtones piled 
together to go upon it, called the Lamtainy. Here it is ſaid the 

head courts were kept of old time, where all the Udillers were 

obliged to convene when called by the forvd or ſhip magiſtrate, 
and coming all on horſeback, they had their horſes graſed in 
the neighbourhood thereof, for which it is ſaid, that the pro- 
prietors of Griſta and Aſtar (two adjacent rooms) to make up 
their damage, had, the former the ſeat of ſome lands in Wiſdall 
and Eaſterſhild, and the latter the ſeat of Quarf and half the 
ſeat of Cuningſburgh, which continues to this day in the 

poſſeſſion of thoſe deriving right from them. Two miles weſt . 
from Ting wall is a bay of the ſea called the Yoe of Reflanes; 7 

and a little Weſt from that is another bay called the Yoe of 

Binanes; and a quarter of a mile N. W. from that is another 
85 bay called the Yoe of Wiſdatb. There were formerly in this 
united pariſh three churches, one at Tingwall, one at Whitnes, 

and one at Wiſdall; but of late thoſe old churches of Whitnes 

and Wiſdall are laid aſide, and there is a new church built be- 

twixt the two; theſe united pariſhes alſo including Gulberwick, 

the iſlands of Trondray, Oxnay and Hildiſay, was an arch- 

deanrie, and the archdean had right to all the tythes and kirk 

lands in that pariſh, ſo that the biſhop: had nothing paid him 
thereout; which at laſt falling into the hands of a lay gentle- 

man, he paid the miniſter of Tingwall nearly 6 or 70 marks f . 
ſtipend, with the glebe and manor of Tingwall ; but that family: Y 

failing, who were proprietors of the tythes and vicar of the 

pariſh, thoſe to whom they had been made over not taking care 
to pay the miniſter's ſtipend, he, with concurrence of the heritors, 
made application to the lords for plantation of kirk and vali- 
ſation of tythes, who gave orders to the miniſter to uplift as 
much 
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much of the tythes of the pariſh as paid him his ſtipend, at 
the rate of 900 merks yearly : and alſo for 200 merks out of 
the tythes of Gulberwick, to the miniſter of Lerwick, which 
they have uplifted for ſeveral years bygone; and the proprietor 
or vicar has not yet appeared to claim his property therein. 
Ath. Is the united pariſhes of Sand/ing and Aithſting, being 
about eight miles long from north to ſouth, and about ſeven miles 
broad when broadeſt, but much indented with bays of the ſea, 
having Wiſdall on the eaſt, Dilting and the ſea on the north, 
Walls and Sandnes on the weſt, and the ſea on the ſouth. It is for 
the moſt part mountains and marſhes covered with heath; and has 
many lakes and burns; the arable and graſs ground is upon 
the ſea-coaſt, containing about 740 merks of land. This 
pariſh is but thinly inhabited; the mountains ſerves for paſture 
to ſheep and horſes; they have cows and oxen, milk and 
butter; moſt of the inhabitants are fiſhers, who take a few 
cod and ling for export, and ſmall fiſh for themſelves to eat. On 
the eaſt of this pariſh is a bay of the ſea, called Bixater Yoe, 
that runs up north-weſt about ſix miles into the country, a 
fine harbour, but ſeldom or never frequented by any ſhips. A 
little to the ſouth thereof, the Foe of Sana, and a little to the 
weſt thereof is Sar/a Yoe. Three miles ſouth from that is $h//d@ 
Poe; and on the weſt of this pariſh is a long bay of the ſea, 
called Grutten Yoe, running about 6 miles up into the country; 
on the north of it is Aitbis Voe, and Brimſter Joe, allo Kilins/fter 
Voe, all good harbours for ſhips, but ſeldom or never uſed by any. 
Inhabited iſlands belonging to this pariſh are Yemantzrie, lying on 
the north of it, a ſmall place with only one ſmall family upon it; 
and about two miles eaſt from that is another ſmall iſland, called 


Papa Little, one poor family upon it; there are two churches, 
one at Sana in Sanaſting, the other at Tival in Aitheſting. The 
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2 HISTORICAL DESCRIPTION 


' miniſter is vicar of the pariſh, and has for ſtipend half of the 


corn tythes, and the whole vicarage tythes amountin g to about 
ſeven hundred marks Scots per annum, with a glebe and manſe. 

sth. The united pariſhes of Walls, Sandnes, and Papa Stower. 
Walls and Sandnes is about ſix miles long from north to ſouth, 


and about 4 miles broad, baving Aithſting and Sandſting on the 
eaſt, and the ſea on the ſouth, weſt, and north. It is all moun- 
tains covered with heath ; the arable and graſs ground being 


on the ſkirts of it upon the ſea-coaſt, amounting to about. 626. 
mark land. The iſland of Papaſtour lies about two miles weſt 
from Sandnes, is about three miles long, and two miles broad, 
has in it 216 marks of land. On the ſouth of Walls is a ſmall 
iſland called Valay, which has in it only 24 marks of arable land. 
Betwixt this iſland and Walls is a good harbour, called Falay 


Sound. In this pariſh there are oxen, cows, ſheep, and horſes; 


they have milk and butter; moſt of the inhabitants are. fiſhers ; 


they catch a few ling, cod, and herrings, for export, and plenty of 


ſmall fiſh to feed upon; in this united pariſh are three churches, 
one in Walls, one in Sandnes, and one in Papa; the miniſter 


thereof has for ſtipend half of the corn tythes, and the whole 


vicarage tythes amounting to about 800 marks Per annum, with 
a glebe and manſe.. 

6th. The pariſh of Mother, about 16 miles. long from 
ſouth to north, and about 8 merks broad where broadeft. It is. 
a peninſula, ſurrounded with the ſea ſave only on the fouth. It 
is joined to the pariſh of Delting by a ſmall neck of land about 


40 yards over, called Mavis Grind. This is the largeſt pariſh in 
Zctland, but not the moſt populous; it is all mountains, covered 
w.th heath and marſhes ; a vaſt many lakes and burns abound- 


ing with trouts ; all the arable and graſs ground is on the ſkirts. 
of it along the ſea-coaſt, extending to about 1150 marks of 
7 land. 
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land. One mountain in this pariſh is remarkable for its height, 
from the top whereof, the horizon being clear, one may lee 
round the whole iflands of Zetland ; it is called Roxe/bill, and 
is often covered with ſnow when chans is none any where ele: 


in Zetland. The inhabitants of this pariſh are for the moſt part 


_ fiſhers; they take cod, ling, and ſome herrings, for export, 
and abundance of ſmall fiſh to feed upon; they have cows, 


onen, ſheep, horſes, and a few ſwine, milk and butter. On the 


eaſt-ſide of this pariſh is a ſmall bay of the ſea, running up 
ſouth about eight miles, dividing betwixt the pariſhes of Dilting 


and Northmaven, all good anchor-ground, but very little fre- 
quented by ſhips. A little north from that is another fine harbour, 


called Gluſs Yoe. North thereof another, called Ollaberſe. Farther 


north is 2zefrith Voe ; and north of that, Callafritb Voe. Yet. 
farther north is RurraYoe; all on the eaſt-fide of the pariſh.. 
On the north-weſt is a bay, called Sand Yoe; and on the ſouth- 
fade of Roneſhill is a fine bay called Runis Yoe, running up 4 


or 5 miles into the land. South from that 3 miles is a bay, 


called Humma Voe. On the ſouth-weſt ſide of this pariſh is the 
bay, called 7//week Foe, upon the north-ſide of the great bay, 


called ST. Magnus Bay; and eaſt from that 2 miles is a ſmall 
bay called. Hamers Voe, Farther ſouth 2 miles, is Guna/izer Joe, 
and. three miles ſouth from that is 1/urghb Voe; a quarter of 


a mile ſouth. from that is a ſmall bay, called Cu/fter Minn, on 
the weſt fide of Mavis Grind. In this pariſh are two churches, 
that on the weſt- ſide at Hillwick, on the eaſt that of Ollaberic; 


the miniſter of this pariſh is vicar, having right to the whole vi- 
carage-tythes thereof, and half of the corn tythes, and it is worth 


about 1000 marks per annum, with a glebe and manſe. nhabited 
iſlands belonging to this pariſh is only a very ſmall one, called. 


Lamby, on the eaſt thereof ; one family upon it. 
| — 7th. 
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7th. The pariſh of De/ting being ten miles long from north to 
ſouth, and ſix miles broad, It has Gelſound and North Maven 


on the north, the ſea on the weſt, Aithſting and Wiſdall on 


the ſouth, Neſting and Cuneſting on the eaſt. It is all moun- 
tains covered with heath and marſhes, a great many lakes and 
burns ſtored with trouts; the arable ground is along the ſea- 
coaſt, extending to about 870 marks of land; many of the in- 
habitants are fiſhers, moſtly of ſmall fiſh, ſach as pillocks and 


ſellocks, of whoſe livers they make a good deal of oil ſome. 


years, eſpecially thoſe who live about Yelſound, where there 
goes a rapid tide, in which theſe fiſh delight moſt to ſwim, 
and there they are fatteſt. There are very few fiſhers of cod and 
ling for export here. They have cows, oxen, ſheep, horſes, and 


ſome ſwine, milk, and butter. Inhabited iſlands belonging to 


this pariſh are thoſe of Muc#/e Rooc, in Which are four or five 
{mall families on the weſt fide of the pariſh. On the north 
thereof is Little Rooc, one family on it; Brother Jie, a very 
ſmall iſle; Bigga a ſmall iſle; Picho/ina, one family upon it. 


There are in this pariſh two churches, one at Scalſla, the other at 
Olnafirth. The miniſter is vicar of the pariſh, and has for ſtipend 
all the vicarage tythes, and half the corn tythes, and it is about 


800 marks Scots a year. 

8th. The united pariſhes of N;/ins, Lumſtiug, and land of 
7/balſay. Niſting and Lumſting is 9 miles long from north to 
ſouth, and 4 miles broad where broadeſt, but very unequally. 


It is all mountains and moſſes, many freſh-water lakes and 
burns, with plenty of trouts in them; the inhabitants are for 


the moiſt part fiſhers, as they are alſo in the iſland of Whalſay, 
which is three miles long, and a mile broad, moſtly moore- 
ground; the arable land is upon the fea coaſt. This iſland 
contains about 220 marks of land, as Niſting and Lumſting 
do 


N 


\ 


rr rs 


do 510 marks of land. There is ſome ling and cod caught here 
for export, and plenty of ſmall fiſh; they have cows, oxen, 
ſheep, horſes, and ſome ſwine, milk and butter. In this pariſh 
are three churches, one in Neſting, one in Lumſting, and one 
in Whalſay. The miniſter is vicar of the pariſh, having for 
ſtipend the whole vicarage tythes, and half the corn tythes, 
amounting to about 800 marks a year, with a glebe and manſe. 
Inhabited iſland belonging to this pariſh is. a mall one nigh 
Whalfay,. called Linga ; one ſmall family upon it. Series alſo 
belongs to this pariſh, but is now joined to Fairifle and Fowlay. 
"Theſe eight pariſhes lie upon the main land of Zetland. 
E 7 gth. The iſland. of Tell, fixteen miles long, and 6 miles 
| | broad. where broadeſt, lies about one mile north from Delting, 
LF is for the moſt part all mountains and moſſes, and is divided 
into the pariſhes of Se⁰. ‘s Tell, Mid Yell, and North Tell, the 
8 two former being united in one pariſh, and the latter joined to 
1 the iſland of Feltor. South and Mid Yell contains about 1017 
= _ marks of arable land, which lie all in the ſkirts of it along 
dne ſea ſhore, The inhabitants are for the moſt part fiſhers ; 
they take ſome ling and cod for export, and plenty of ſmall 
fiſh to feed upon: they have cows, oxen, ſheep, and horſes, milk 
and butter. In Mid Yell, upon the eaſt-fide, is a ſmall bay, called 
Refirth Voe, a good ſafe harbour for ſhips; on the eaſt-ſide, half 
= a mile weſt from that, is a bay called Vpalefirtb Yoe, which 
- leads out to the weſt ſea, and alſo a good harbour, but ſeldom or 
1 never uſed, In South Yell, upon the eaſt fide is Bura Voce, 
very ſafe ſmall harbour; two miles weſt from that is Hamna 
5 Yoe, a good harbour; and four miles weſt from that is Leadie 
8 Foe, a good harbour, In this pariſh are two churches, one at 
1 Hamna Voe in South Yell, the other at Refirth in Mid Vell. 
Inhabited iſlands belonging to this pariſh are Haſcaſay, a ſmall 
land 
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iſland on the eaſt ſide, one family on it; and Sampefrea on the 


| Jouth, a ſmall iſland, two or three poor families upon it. The 
miniſter is vicar of the pariſh, - and has for ſtipend all the vi- 
carage tythes, and half the corn tythes, which is about 800 
marks a year, and a glebe and manſe. 
10. The united pariſhes of North Yell and Fetlor. The. land ; 
of Fetlor is about 4 miles long, and 3 miles broad where broadeſt; 
it lies ahout two miles eaſt from Yell; it is for the moſt part 
dry bare ground; there is in it 7 84 marks of arable land, all ſix- 
penny land ; the inhabitants are for the moſt part fiſhers, they 
take ling and cod for export, and plenty of ſmall fiſh for food; 
they have oxen and cows, but few ſheep and horſes, having 
little paſture-ground ; .they have abundance of milk and butter. 
North Yell contains 640 marks of arable land ; the inhabitants 
are moſtly fiſhers, they catch ling and cod for export, and abun- 
dance of ſmall fiſh to feed upon ; they have oxen, cows, ſheep, 4 
and horſes, milk and butter; on the north eaſt is a ſmall by 
called Bulla Yoe, a ſafe place for ſhips; four miles farther 1 
ſouth is another bay, called Celles Firth Voe, a ſafe place for | 
ſhips. In Fetlor there is no ſafe harbour. There was formerly a - 
lay vicar here, and this pariſh belonged to Yell; but in 1713 | 
it was disjoined, with conſent of the gentleman who had right WM 
to the vicarage, who was allowed as many years of the tythes 2 7 
7} as paid the ſum he laid out in the purchaſe of it, and now IS 
0 the miniſter of this pariſh is vicar Þimſelf, and has for ſtipend 1 


all the vicarage tythes, and half of the corn tythes, extending 
to about 800 marks a vear; he has two churches, one at North. 
Vell, and one in Feltor. 
11. The ifland of Un. This is the northmoſt of all the 
Britiſh iſlands. It is eight miles long, and four miles broad; it 


lies a mile north-eaſt from Yell, in the Sound or Straight betwixt 
5 | | which 
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which called Bliam\"Sowiid, bans a very rapid itide, ſetting 
away: nortÞ-withicteaebb; vand: ſouth with ithe flood, las all ths 
tides alot /Ketland mg ibut in all (theſe” Sounds” ou Straights 
betwixt: the Hilinds thefe are two or three'!tides running contrary! 
tquane annthen ds :wHen. bheogreat! current in the, midalebfliths 
Sound gets mort h, T th Hen da tide at each hoe calledo the 
Bdy=tide;::thib ſetsam a taſonth, and fo- ſhifts about :s the great 
current) alters. At the north point of thisoiflands called Sh, 
goes a verys rapid: current Hike the Rouſt of Sumburghead, 
wherein galſo there fim. plenty lof that: fiſh! cafled::;Scath{: but 
the:fiſhers[here: have not the way of catchinhg them.) This iſland: 
ofνnſt ĩs folewhat pier Hari thet other ifles of Aetland and: 
is! for the moſt part»dry{bare ground, 'xeryp focky, and is di- 
vided intootbe o mj‚ü and nνẽỹ pariſhes, and containsabouti 


2030: marks: of land, dallrheap laud, & pennies the: markñ tand 


gefrerally at js ĩmproven iT he inhabitants are» for the nioſt part! 
fiſhers:; theyccatch ling and cod for export, and abundancè of 


ſmall fiſn for fgad. They have! oxen, cows, ſome ſhieep, and 


plenty of very! Bttleichorſes!; they have milk and butter: for- 
paying:tbe land-eritsDiicthe eaſt of Uns is 20 liftandicalled:: 


Baltay, in which there has been ſome arable ground; but iti is nd 
only uſed for paſture. It covers a fine bay called Ballaſound, 


andeaſ good ſafe harbaur. On the ſouth is another iſland called 
Ga, containing$ 4 marks of arable land, and one family upon 2 it. 
It covers à bay called Ch Sound, a good road for fhips. In this 


pariſh are three churches; that in the ſouth pariſk-3s' the church 


of NViob, in the mid pariſh is the church of Bara, in the 

north pariſh! that of Harſſevich, and one miniſter» There is a lay- 

anne pays the miniſter acycarly ftipend of 9 marks; AP 
ee al glebe: and aande: ! Ut [Igolt s a ol ag t“ 
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13 HISTORICAL DESCRIPTION 


12. The iſlands of: Braſſay and \Rerfoygn the ane lying on 
the eaſt, the other bn the weſt ſide:ofdthenmain land iat about 
ſix miles diſtant from each other. Braſſay lies eaſt fru the 
town of Lerwick about a mile. It is three milhs Jong from 


north to ſouth, and two miles broad. It /is ſome what moun- 


tainous, moſtly: covered with heath and mos. The arable ground 
is on the fkirts, of it, extending to 204 marks! of land The 
inhabitants are moſtly; fiſhers ;: they catch ling and cod for 
export, and ſmall fiſh to eat; they have oxen. and cows, a 


few ſheep: and or ſes, milk and butter. Hhere ate in this iſland 


two little old clmrchies laid aſide, and one new church, lately built 
more, con verient. There is a {mall iſland belonging to Rraſſay, lying 


on the eaſt thereof, called No/5, in which are 60 marks of arable 
land, and two or three families. On the north ſide of Braſſay 


is a ſmall bay called 4/746 Ie, 4 good hiirbqur... Burray is about 
three miles lng, t one broad; it is moſtly: dryicbare ground; the 
arable ground id along the 1ea-ſhore, extending to 192 marks 
of land. The iſland of, Howe: thereto belonging is about two 


miles long, contains about 605 marks of arable land, and there 
are four famülies on it. Another ſmall aſlandithéreto belonging; 
called Havery, has two families on it. Betwixtithe 'iflands of 
Houſe and Burray is a good harbour for ſhips. To the eaſt of 
. Houſe is a long bay called Clif? Sound, alſo à good Harbour. 
There is a church in Burray; the miniſter of Braſſay and 
Burray is vicar of theſe iſlands, and has for ſtipend all the 


vicarage tythes, and half the com- tythes, WA amounts to 
about 700 marks per annum,” p 


13. The hewerefted: patiſhes 0 Nair Jie, Fowlay, ant 
Sterys are very ſmall; but the moſt /diſcontiguons'; pariſh in 
Britain, Fair Iſle is a ſmall iſland abuutttwo miles long, one 


broad]; it lies about eight leagues ſouth from Samburgh-head, 


4 ._ contains 
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contains 96 marks of good arable ground, The inhabitants are 
= all fiſhers, they catch ling, cod, and faith, and plenty of ſmall 
1 fiſh. There 1s a ſmall bay on the north fide of it, where bobs. 
or ſmall barks can ride ſafe ; they have ſome oxen, cows, and 
a few ſheep. Foully lies twelve leagues north-weſt from the. 
Fair Ile. lt is a ſmalt but very high ifland. There are in it 54 
marks of arable land, and ſome graſs * round. The inhabitants. 
are fiſhers, they catch cod and ling, and abundance of ſmall fiſh. 
They have great Pee Þ of ſea-fowls, Hat neſtle in the high 1 
rocks of the Ffla „and many of the inhabitarits are dexterous PO jk 
in climing thefe rocks to take the young fowls before they can _ 
fly, but often loſe their lives by falling over the rocks into the 9 +) 
ſea. On the north-eaſt fide of the iſland is a ſmall bay, where 750 
ally fmall veffel can lie fafe in ſummer. They have ſome cows, 7 
= and ſheep. ' $kerries lies 20 leagyes *north-eaft from the Faire ige. 
1 It is compoſed of three very ſmall iflands, lyin g near each otheri in 
3 a triangle, which forms three ſmall entries to a little fake harbour in 
the middle of them. The biggeſt iftand i is called Hou; the other 
 Browary; and the third Grunay. The two former are inhabited; the 
firſt: containing 36, and the other 18 marks of arable land; the 
inhabitants are all fiſhers; they catch fone ling and cod for 
export, and abundance of ſmall fiſh to feed upon. Nay have a 
few cows and ſheep. There is a little church at Fair Iſle, one at 
Foulay, and one in Skerrys; - the miniſter thereof reſides at Fair 
Ifle, and viſits Fowlay and Skerrys once 2 year, ſtaying. in each 
of them a week or two, and then returns to his common re- 
ſidence. He has his ſtipend paid him by*the eneral aſſembly of 
the church of Scotland, but of the fund allowed by the king 
for defraying the charge of the afetably 3 3 his ftipend is only 
400- marks Scots a year, which is little: engugn conf idering bis 
travel and dangerous paſſage. | 
BY 8 CHAP, 


LON: 
3 


. I CO EEeE Ie —— 228 W . 0 » — 33 
2 Pac 9 — = py IL * < , 2 * 3 22 gd 4 2 - 
F We, — #4 5 — 94 1 1 _ 
— " — ä 2 e of 2 E 
— N 4 = Ra deg; 7 ITY YR e "Fs, 
— J 0 // Kc „ 


— — * . 
8 15 r 


E 
— N 
Peng * __ 


5 
a - 


2 EY”. 4 * 
4 $8.17 __ 
1 . " : i" * n 
EO Tee. Ig ror eng.” 
> 4 l * 2 1 2 


99 HISTORICAL DESCRIPTION 


4 . 8 1 1 
5 0 . - | * 7 7 8 89 * * 5 8 8 ,% » *%. *- 
. » 7 « CY . 1 8 if s : 
a : 1 L 7 40 : 1 TT 2 3 PH 30 1 * 4 I AS. = — % 41441474 * 
115 * 4 - ry — 
| « WV. . : 1 . :\ 5 v 
1 . . 0 33 \ * ? 
3 - 8 > + ” . ? * . py + * - F » 
oY 3 _ 


* . . 
0 


of the fp Inhabitants o zart, and its Nome: * f 


| I 
% ii & 


W HEN theſe iſlands were : firſt inhabit or by whom, 
we have no certain account. | Some think the Pights, or 
Picts, were the firſt inhabitants ; others, the Norvegians: : how- 
ever, it is certain, both did inhabit them, but at what time, or 
how long they were poſſeſſed by the Pights, 1 could never ke. 
any ſuch account thereof as is much to be depended on; how-, 
ever peremptorily aſſerted by ſome of our old Scotiſh Riſtorians, 


who talk of a long ſucceſſion of the Pights, kings of Orkney 
and Zetland. But whatever may be 1 in that, there. are. ſome ſuch. 


w it; 


veſtiges remaining, to this day as s ſufficiently prove, that the Pights 
did ofleſs, Orkney and Zetland; as that of a vaſt many old 


1 — 3 — * 


buildi ings, called Pights houſes, of which here are ſeveral yet to. 
be ſeen | in « every Pariſh | of. Zetland ; many: of them one or two 


> 
* 
* 
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ſtories high, yet e and they are all built after one, form, 


that is, 8 ae | e 5 cy gl he ach theſs A 


— >; 


twelve feet thick, the hows RE 1s all 1 little apartments and 


ſtairs; they have had no windows, and a very little entry door. 
Whether they have been roofed at top or not does not appear, 


but they have all been built in the moſt inacceſſable places, ſuch 
as ſurrounded with water, or upon ſome high rock, and ſome have 
two or three walls af earth and ſtone round, them; and they are 
ſill known by the name of Pights houſes, c or burghs. Now burgh, 


in the Teutonic language, i igniſies a caſtle or fort, as Pight_ 


derived from Phghian, another word in that language, fignify- 
ing 
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ing to Habt, or. fighters; and theſe Pights are ſaid to come from 
Germany, and to have ſpoken that latiguage;- and all theſe Pights 
houſes are ſo ſituate within ſight of each other, that by a ſignab 
of fire or ſmoke they could alarm the whole country in leſs than 
one hour of the approach of the enemy, or any other danger. 
But at what time, or how long theſe e did poſſeſs wan, 
and Zetland 1s ſtill un certain . 
That the Norwegians did long poſſeſs the iſland of Orkney 
and Zetland is uncontrovertible ; ; but that they were the firſt 
diſcoverers of theſe iſlands (as ſome would have them) is very 
_ doubtful: That which ſeems moſt to favour the Norvegians pre- 
tenſion is, that the names of the iflands and places in them are 
all Daniſh, and continue ſo for the moſt part to this day; and the 
euſtoms, manners, and language of the old Zetlanders, with 
their way of living, were the ſame as in Norway, even down 
to the time of ſome old men yet living; and the greateſt part 
of the vulgar: inhabitants, and ſome of conſiderable note here, 
ſtill reckon themſelves of Daniſh extract, and are all Patro- 
nymics, whereby they are diſtinguiſned from thoſe that have 
come from the continent of Britain, who have all ſurnames, and 
have for many years paſt been the moſt conſiderable, though 
the leaſt numerous. Still theſe old Daniſh inhabitants value 
themſelves much upon their antiquity, and ſcorn to take ſur- 
names as a novelty. unknown to their fore fathers; particularly 
one Patrick Gilbertoon, of Ilſburgh, an old man about ninety 
years, alive at writing hereof, reckons himſelf the 22d gene- 
ration, in a lineal ſucceſſion, poſſeſſors of Ilſburgh, ſtiled Patro- 
nymics; and many more here, that account themſelves of very 
long ſtanding. But, however far the names of places, cuſtoms, 
language, and traditions of the old Zetland inhabitants may 


So to prove them of Norvegian — yet conſidering the 
r) 1 afünity 
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affinity of the language ſpoken by the Pights, and that ſpoken by 


the Norwegians, being both of Teutonic original, as. alſo that 


of their cuſtoms and manners, being ſo near neighbouts, I 
think the Pights Rand a fair to be the firſt inhabitants of 
Orkney and Zetland, as he Norwegians, and therefore ſhall 


leave them to ſhare that honour betwixt them, and allow the 
antient inhabitants to be equally. deſcended from both, and 1 


know not by which they have the moſt honour. So much for 


the firſt inhabitants of Zetland, In the next — 1 — a little 


conſider its name. 


| Theſe iſlands are known in our Englih language 1 ths: name 
of Zetland. They are called in Dutch Hetlandt; by the Danes and 


 Norweglans,,7e//and!, Without naming any more languages, as 


nothing to the purpoſe, the name appears plainly to be of Teus 
tonic or Gothic original; for the Dutch name Hetlandt is made 
up of two words, as Het ſignifies called or named, and landt is 
land, which in Engliſh may be rendered called land, or a land. 
The Daniſh name alſo is two words, yet and landt, the firſt 
fignifying the number one or a, and the other land, which two 
words may be expreſſed an land, or a land; nay, even the 
Engliſh,name of it alſo contains two words, if it be allowed that 


the letter Z was not many years ſince uſed for Y in our writings, 
and then it would be pronounced Tetland, by which it would 


ieem that the firſt diſcoverers, having found Orkney failing north, 


he who firſt ſaw Zetland called out Yezland, ior à land, which 


became the common name of thoſe iflands. This to me appears 
the moſt probable conjecture, leaving others at liberty to ind: out 
A better etymology net at b:thei en 
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t 1 | 
1184 Zetland, being very mountainous, abounding with 


freth-water 1 lakes and marſhes, and ſurrounded with the ſea, is 
for the moſt. part fill covered with fogs, which make the air 

thick, and therefore not ſo cold in winter as many other places 
of a far more ſouthern ſituation, but unwholeſome to breathe in, 


and occaſion. frequent fevers, colds, rheums, and ſcurvey, the 


common diſeaſes of the country; but the often and exceeding, 


hard gales of wind that blow here help to purify the air, as 
alſo. in winter, ſometimes froſts and ſnow, which ſeldom laſt 
long, ſo that it is not very cold here in winter, nor is it oft: 
warm, much leſs hot in ſummer, and the air is tolerably healthful. 
8011 Theſe iſlands lying in the 13th. north climate, and 
furrounded with the ſea, cannot be thought very fertile; and 
being all mountains and marſhes, ſo ſoked with the almoſt 
perpetual rains that fall here, eſpecially in the winter ſeaſon, 
the ground is kept ſo cold, that little or nothing can grow out 
of it, eſpecially the inland part, Which is generally all covered 
with heath and moſs; the arable and graſs ground is moſtly 
nigh the ſea-coaſt, and produceth only ſmall oats, and bear, a 
kind of barley. In ſome places there is very good graſs- ground 
and hay; but the people have not the right way of making their 


hay, nor have they often ſo much dry weather as to make it good. 


The arable land in ſome places here is very good, and yields as 


much increaſe in good years as they have in better countries; 


and the arable ground might be much more improved, but the 
people are generally taken up about the fiſhing in ſummer, and 
in winter it is bad weatler and ſhort days, ſo there is little to 

be- 
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be done without doors. There gr W. no trees here. In the 
gentlemen's ſmall gardens grow very good roots, ſuch as turneps, 


parſneps, carrots, and Iecgoce ſalet, and all. ſuc b. herbs and 


en 


flowers as grow in the north of Scotland will grow here, if 


pains be taken about them ; alſo gooſeberpi ieß, currant firpw- 
berries, and artichokes. Fru and barren Ces Wale Ar 0 ow if 


fenced with a ditch, ' and much Care et taken about. th th eld, bu 


— w 4 1 7. 10. 


ſeldom come to bear fruit; potatoes grow here, but the] People 


will not be at the pains to plant them; there | IS plenty 8 0 5 


nee 319 


much uſed by the inhabitants. ak 


Of the oats and barley that grow here they make Pep Bos 2 


malt, but never have {0 much thereof i in the beſt 1 years as to ſerve 
the country; and in bad years not ſo much as will ſerve: them 


four or fix months in the year; ſo there are e yearly imported from . 


+ + + # JA 


There is in ſeveral places abundance of limeſtone, and thoſe 


Nees are reckoned the beſt arable and graſs ground; in other 


init 


places are quarries of free-ſtone, and in others ſlate.” 
There were never any mines diſcovered yet in theſe iſlands; but 
ſome are of opinion, that lead and' iron mines mig ght. be found 
in ſome places of them. For fuel they have TEA. or turf, dug 
out of the moſs the beginning of ſummer,. and dried with the 
ſan, and ſo put up in Tacks for uſe, ſome whereof are little in- 
ferior to the beſt coals. | 9 een n 
In all theſe iſlands are plenty of freſh water e beſides: 
the lakes and burns. „ | * * 
BEAS TS]. In all theſe iſlands are oxen and cows of ſome- 


What larger ſize than thoſe in Orkney and Caithneſs; I the oxen 


ſerve for plowing the ground, and the cows for giving milk, | 


of which they make butter, wherewith moſt of the land rent 18 


Paid, id It 15 as good as s any where elſe when rightly made; but 
the 
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the people being careleſs in making the rent butter, it is under- 
valued at foreign markets, which is a great loſs to the country, 


and ſome efforts have been uſed of late to oblige the people to 


make the butter right, ſo: they begin to make it better. They 
keep * as many oxen and cows as * can find fodder for in 
Winter. 3 WISH It 

In many. places hos is plenty of ſheep of a ſmall kind, like 
thoſe. in the north of Scotland, and they might be much more 
numerous than they are, if care was taken of them as in other 
places; but they lie ſummer and winter in the open fields expoſed 
to the rigour of the ſeaſon, and have no food but what they can 
find for themſelves; and in ſnowy winters moſt of them die 


with hunger and. cold. They do not ſhear the ſheep here; but 


in the month of May their fleece begins to looſen, and then it is 


pulled off, and againſt winter another is grown up ſufficient to 


protect. them from the cold. Of the ſheep-milk they make ſome 
butter and cheeſe, which is not reckoned ſo good as that of the 
cows milk; and of the wool they make coarſe cloth, ſtuffs, 


ſtockings, &c. but the want of walk-mills is a very great loſs 


to the country, to ſupply which, and for the encouraging the 
woollen manufactories there, the right honourable the Earl of 
Merton has been pleaſed of late to order a walk-mill to be built 
at his Lordſhip's expence, for the benefit of the country; what 
wool they bave more than ſerves the country is bartered with 


the Orkney men for ſtaffs and linnen-cloth vearly, 


Here are horſes, but of extraordinary ſmall ſize, ſome wfierenf 
are very pretty and of excellent mettle, and will carry a man 
over theſe; mountains and moſſes, where a large horie could be 
of no uſe, and they are otherways very ſerviceable to the country 
people, and would be more numerous if any way care for; 


but they lie out in the open fields ſummer and winter, and get 
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no food but what they can find fôr themſel ves; fo in bad winters 


many of them die with hunger and cold. It will, no doubt, be 
wondered at by ſtrangers, that ſo little care is taken about theſe 
ſheep and horſes which are ſo uſeful and beneficial; the reaſon 
whereof is, that the pcor inhabitants, having uſed their utmoſt 
endeavours, can ſcarce find food and ſhelter for their oxen and 
cows, without which they could not live; and in hard winters 
many of them die for want of fodder, ſo they have none to 
beſtow on their ſheep and mnt until Wy * mote time to 
improve the land. 1 555 T9rrte „91110 | 

Here are alſo ſwine of a ſmall kind; and they hight: be much 
more numerous than they are, but, being found very hurtful 
in turning up and ſpoiling the 'graſs ground, the people are 


* 


reſtricted by a country act to ſuch a ſmall number proportionable 


to the land they labour, which number they muſt not exceed. 


The beſt mutton and pork here, when rightly fed, is as good as 


any where elſe, and there is juſt as much of it as ſerves the 


country, but little or none for export, the reaſon whereof is, 
that the common people having little bread, muſt eat my | more 


fleſh, they living more upon fiſh and fleth than bread. 
There are no wild beaſts 1 in Zetland, except rabbets, of which 


there is plenty in many places of the country; nor is there any 
noxious animal, fave the whitred or weaſel, who is very hurtful 
to the rabbets and wildfowls, deſtroying the young brood in all 
theſe iſlands, or tame fowls, ſuch as hens, geeſe, and ducks, 


few of any other kind ; wild fowl were much more numerous 
than now, ſuch as pluvers, whapes, ducks of ſeveral kinds, 


ſnipes, ſterlings, ſparrows, larks, and ſuch ſmall birds; wild 
doves, lapwings, and chalders. There is alſo here over winter 


ſwans, herons, wild geeſe of ſeveral kinds, who all go away 
in the ſpring, and return again in autumn. Here is abundance 
7 of 
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of hawks of different kinds, eagles or erns, corbies, crows, and 
chalders, or ſea piats; many ſea fowls, as ember geeſe; rain geeſe, 
ſcarfes or cormorants, gulmawes, kitiweaks, lires, tarets, 8c. 
Amphibious creatures here are ſeals and otters. We have no 
rivers, but a great many burns, or rivulets, well ſtored with 


trout, that ſwim in them from the freſh-water lakes to the 


ſea, and again return by them to theſe lakes at ſeveral ſeaſons 


in the year. There are of thoſe trouts as big as ordinary ſalmon. 
Other freſh-water fiſh here are only eels and flouks or 
founders. Salt-water fiſn round the coaſt of all theſe iſlands 
are herring in great abundance, in the months of June, July, 
Auguſt, and September; but they are beſt in June and July ; 


mackrel, ling, cod, freſh haddocks, whitings, turbots, fluiks, 


ſkets, conger eels, crowners, and /alib, which is a large black 
-fiſh as big as a cod, and the younger ſort of theſe, very ſmall, 
called /ellocks and pellochs : Theſe ſmall fiſh are of great uſe 
to the country people, who feed upon them moſt part of the 
year, and of their livers they make conſiderable quantity of 


oil. There is alſo upon theſe coaſts, at ſome ſeaſons, vait numbers 


of Hoas, a kind of ſmaller ſhark, very hurtful to the fiſhermen's 
lines and nets ; alſo a big ſort of them called boaters, with 


ſkins Ike ſhagreen. At ſome times there come upon theſe coaſts 
a great many ſraall whales of different kinds, and when falling 
into a bay, the country people collect as many boats as can be 
got, and drive them into a creek, and there kill them with 


ſcythes, ſpits, and ſuch other weapons as they can afford. 


As ſoon as they are got aſhore, the bailie of the pariſh is adver- 
tized, who comes to the place, and takes care that none of them 


are embezzled; and he acquaints the admual thereof, who forth- 
with goes there, and holds a court, where the Phiſcal preſents | 


Aa petition, narrating the number of whales, how and where 
E 2 e 
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4 aſhore, and that the judge may give judgement 3 


according; to law and the countrypractice ; whereupon the ad- 


miral ordlains the whales drove on ſhore to be divided dn three 


equal parts; one of the parts to belong to the admiral, one part 


to the ſalvers, and one third part to the proprietor af the ground 
on which the whales are drove aſhore, and appoints two honeft 


men to divide the whales, and mark them with the letters A. B. C. 
Theſe dividers are judicially ſworn to divide them equally, 
which being done, each third ſhare is marked with a letter, and 


drawn accordingly as decerned by the admiral; the miniſter or 
vicar of the pariſh claims the tythes of the whole, and corn 


monly gets it; the baillie alſo claims the heads for his attendance, 


and if the admirat find that he has done his duty, the heads are 


decerned to him, otherways not. The biggeſt of theſe whales 
will be about 18 or 20 foot long; but moſt of them not half 
that length; of their ſpih they make oil, and the beſt Kind 
will yield about a barrel of oil each over head, or a little more; 


but, if they are of the ſmaller kind, they will yield much leſs; there 
is a vaſt deal of trouble and charge in making the oil right. 


There are in moſt places of thefe iflands plenty of ſhell fiſh, 


fuch as oyſters, muſcles, cockles, cullock ſpouts, buckies, ne 
lümpets, crabs, and partans; but very: few lobſters. 19207 2 


Produc? of Zetland for Export. | 
Commodities yearly exported are, ſalt well dried, cod, ling, 


tuſk, and faith fiſh, ſome ſtock-fiſh and ſalted herrings, butter, 


fſh-oil, ſtockings and worſted ſtuffs, to foreign markets ; and 


wool, horſes, and ſkins, coaſt-ways to Orkney and Scotland. 
For exporting the fiſh, butter, and oil, which is the principal 
product of Zetland, there uſed 3 ten or twelve {mall 
8 to come here annually from Hamburgh and Bremen; and 
theſe Hamburgh and Bremen, merchants had their. booths in the 
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moſt convenient ir places) where they received the fiſh, butter, and 
Oil, from Ane country Pedple. They Fate and dried the fiſh 
themſelves, ant Nad for receiving & theſe -gbods fromthe firſt of 
Tay till the laſt of Auguſt. They paid the proprietor of 'the 
ground a conſiderable rent yearly for their booths, and the uſe 
of the ground upon which they cured their fiſh. Theſe 
foreigners "Md" yearly import hemp, lines, hooks, tar, linen- 
cloth, tobacco. ſpirits, and beer, for the fiſhers, and foreign 
money wherewith they purchaſed their cargoes. But when the 
high duty was laid upon foreign falt, and cuſtom- houſe officers 
{ent over, and a cuſtom-houte lettled at Lerwick, theſe foreigners 
could not enter, and ſo the inhabitants, and many of the heritors 
or landlords, were obliged to turn merchants and export the 
country product to foreign markets, and had, in return there for 
money and ſuch other necefſaties as the country could not ſub- 
fiſt Without; but the prihe coft of the fiſh here being very 
dear, and a ſtanding price which the fiſhers will not alter; (viz.) 
zd. each ling, 12 each cod, and 5 ſhilling ſterling edbarrel 


of herrings, conſidering the great fatien ue and charge the 


poor fiſhermen are at, and the ſmall quantity they catch, they 
cannot afford to ſell them cheaper ; however, ſuch a prime coſt, 
with the value of the ſalt, and caſh and charges in- curing them; 
and that foreign markets often prove very precarious, the ex- 


Porters ſeldom make much by theſe goods exported ; nay, when. 


ſhip's freight” and charges are deducted, they oftener loſe than 
gain; but the bounty- money allowed upon 6ſh exported Helps to 


ſtop ſome of the Charges, otherwiſe they could not be able to 


carry on that trade; as markets have been abroad for ſeveral. 
years paſt, that neither fiſh, butter, nor oil, has given any price. 


Saith fiſh are only catched in the pariſh of Dunxroffneſs, and are 


cured with home Lake, and ſent caft-wiys, and ſold at Leith and 
Dundee b 
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Dundee; there are but few herrings cured here for export, by 
the inhabitants z but vaſt quantities are yearly, taken, by the Hol- 


 landers. upon our coaſt. i in the months of June, and July, that 
being the time that. the herrings are beſt; 3 the bounty: money 
allowed by the government upon herrings exported is very ſmall, 


being only 28. 8d. per barrel, which diſcourageth our mexchants 


to cure them for export, being a great charge in curing them, 
and markets very uncertain; wool is only exported to Orkney, 


which is generally bartered with the Orkney men; as alſo our 
little horſes, called by em Shelties, for worſted Kiffs 2 linen 


cloth. 77 


for from the firſt of May to the middle of July, We have no 


night, but a twilight for a few hours, ſo that one may read a 
letter at 12 o'clock at night, if the horizon, be not very much 
overclouded; and the ſhorteſt day, which is the beginning.c of De- 


cember, will be about 55 hours, the ſun riſing a little before. ens 
and ſeiting as much before three. 


. 


Of the Manner Language, and Religion, 


MANNE 51 The antient inhabitants of Zetland were a 
very indolent ſimple ſort of people, who. lived very meanly : 
they were all fiſhers, and their food for the moſt. part was fiſh 


and milk, being at little or no pains to improve the ground, ſo 
they had little bread, or malt drink. They drank a ſort of whey, 


called gland, of which they made conſiderable quantities in 
ſummer, while they had plenty of milk, and laid it up for 
winter ſtores, and it is ſtill the drink moſt uſed here amongſt the 


Poorer 


The longeſt days hore may be Aber abqut twenty hours, 
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poorer ſort, WhO are not able to afford better; and it is ſaid, 
that the men were ſtronger, and hved much longer, before they 


knew the uſe of malt drink, or ſpirits, than what they do now 


ſince theſe became more common. They bad but little arable 
ground, ahd that was for the moſt part the property of the 
poſſeſſors thereof, who were all little heritors, or udellers, and 
was conveyed to their ſucceſſors by a title called Ude/! Succeſſion, 
of which afterwards. After Zetland became tubject to the crown 


of Scotland- many Scotiſh'' people came over to it, ſome in a 


civil, others in an eccleſiaſtic capacity, and ſettled here, who in 
proceſs of time acquired moſt of the arable land from the 
antient re e who b N 3 and were obliged 


neichet thrift nor ſenſe to do for themſelves. * Rſs 1nN-comers 


brought the cuſtoms and manners of the party they came from. 


to take place here; and are at preſeat much the ſame as in 
Scotland. Moſt people of condition having their children edu- 
cated at Edinburgh, the gentry are as Polite here as elſewhere, 
and live as handſome, . according to their ſmall income, and 
what they can afford, as any in Britain of their rank; the com- 
mon people alſo in their manners and Way of ning are no 
way inferior to thoſe of that kind in the north parts of Britain ; Y 
and moſt of them ſtriving to live better than what they can 
afford, they are generally poor, but it is with them, as in all 
other places, the induſtrious and ſaving are rich, and the indo- 
lent and careleſs miſerable en the laſt being g nil moſt numerous 
in the iſlands of Zetland. 
ILANGUAOGE.] The antient language ſpoken by the inha- 
bitants' of Zetland was that of the Norvegians called Norm, and 


continued to be that only ſpoken by the natives till of late, and 


many ol them ſpeak it to this day among theraſelves ; but the 
language 


_— a6. 
e 5 
__ bY 


32 HISTORICAL DESERIPTION 


language now ſpoken: here is Engliſh, which they pronounce 


with, a very good accent; and many, eſpecially about Lerwick, 
(peak Dutch very well, [TM had frequent FRAN 0 .conyerle 
with the Dutch, pepple. ns * 1 

R fLLG10N]. The antient religion of Zetland was, Wan 
but the Chriſtian religion was planted, hexe as ſoon as in the 


Orkneys, they being from the beginning one biſhoprick. Who, = 


was the firit bithop, and, how many. bithops there have been, of © 
Orkney. apd. Zetland, may be teen in gur Church Hiltgnes of, L | 
Scotland, to which I ſhall refer any who want togbe informed = 
thereof ; ; but the bichop ſtill had his reſidence in Orkney, 1 
aud planted Letland with prieſts and ſuch other cler gymen as he 
thought proper, who made it their buſineſs to inſtruct the poor 
imple inhabitants, who were naturally ſuperſtitious, in all the 
groſs errors of the church of Rome, eſpecially the - doctrine 

of merit, by which they perſuaded the ignorant Udellers to: 
make donations of their; lands to the church, in the name of 
ſome Saint, who would intercede for them, and. bring them to 

heav en, as they, believed; whereby a a great part of the, Udel:; 


. lands. of Zetland came to the. biſhop of Orkney. The farſt pro- 


teſtant bithop of Orkney aud Zetland is. ſaid to have been Adam a 
Bothwell, w ho, having been long biſhop thereof, did at laſt make 7 
au exchange of that biſhoprick with Robert Steuart, natural ſon 


to king James V. for..the,abbacy of Holy-rood-houſe, of Which 


the ſaid Robert was prior, by a gift from the king his father. 


This Robert Steuart having got poſſeſſion of the ſaid biſhoprick,' 


and the Sinclairs, formerly earls of Orkney, heing attainted for 
me crime againſt the crown, the ſaid Robert was by king James 
VI. created earb of Orkney. and lord Zetland, upon the 2 rt day of 
aber, 1570, the faid cal dom and api ne by the king I 
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made over to him and his heirs for ever, he became heritable 
proprietor thereof, together with the biſhoprick at that time. 


Being ſhortly after the Reformation the church of Scotland was 


under preſbyterian government, with a ſuperintendant in each 


_ dioceſe, with ſomething of cpiſcopal power in church affairs. 


But whoever was ſuperintendant of Orkney, earl Robert during 
his life, and Patrick his ſon and ſucceſſor after his death, Uid 
rule in all matters civil and eccleſiaſticx at their pleaſure. 
Anno 1606, the king, with conſent of parliament, having 


eſtabliſhed epiſcopal church government in Scotland, James Lato 
was made biſhop of Orkney and Zetland; but he received none 

of the biſhop's rents as long as Patrick earl of Orkney lived, 
after whoſe death and forfeiture, the iſlands of Orkney and 


Zetland were annexed to the crown of Scotland; and the ſaid 
biſhop Law, with conſent of his chapter, did enter into contract 


with the king ; whereby they diſpone and reſign to his majeſty 
and his royal ſucceſſors all their eccleſiaſtical lands and poſſeſſions 
in Orkney and Zetland, with all rights and ſecurities belonging 


thereto, to be incorporate and united to the crown for ever ; 


and the king gives back and diſpones to the biſhop as much 


lands and tythes in Orkney as his majeſty judged a ſufficient pa- 
trimony to the biſhop of Orkney and Zetland, to be poſſeſſed 
and enjoyed by him and his ſucceſſors in all time coming: the 
king allo diſponed to the biſhop and his ſucceſſors the rake of 
patronage to preſent to all the vicarages of Orkney and Zetland, 
with power to them to preſent alin minitters as often as che 
kirks became vacant, diſponing alſo to them the heritable 
and perpetual right of juriſdiction of ſheriff and bailiffe within 
the lands and patrimony of the bithoprick, excerning all poſ- 
ſeſſors thereof in all cauſes, civil and criminal, from the juriſ- 


dictiou of the ſheriff and fteward of the earldom, together alſo 
F | with 
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with the commiſſariſt of Orkney and Zetland, with power to 
conſtitute and ordain commiſſars clerks, and other members of 


court. This contract betwixt the king and the biſhop was made 
anno 1614, containing ſeveral other church privileges and be- 
nefices to miniſters ; which was in the following year ratified 
and confirmed by act of Parliament, called the Act of Platt, 
whereby all the miniſters of Orkney and Zetland were provided to 
ſtipends, which continue ſo ſtill. To this biſhop Law ſucceeded 


George Graham, anno 1613, as biſhop of Orkney and Zetland, 
who pofleſſed that biſhoprick till anno 1638 ; at which time the 


church of Scotland being agaig brought under Preſbyterian go- 
vernment, Graham was diveſted of his biſhoprick, and during 
the continuance of Presbytrie the biſhop's rents of Orkney 


were granted by parliament to the city of Edinburgh, who- 
uplifted them by factors and farmers till anno 1662 ; that 


epiſcopaſie was reſtored by king Charles II. after his roftordtion.” 
who made Thomas St. Serſt biſhop of Orkney and Zetland ; he 
lived about two years after his inftalment, and was farchogen by 


Andrew Honyman, anno 1664, as biſhop of Orkney and Zet- 


land, who held the ſaid biſhoprick till anno 1676. To him ſuc- 


ceeded Murdock Mackenzie, who continued in the poſſeſſion of 
that biſhoprick till anno 1688, about which time the Revolution 
happened in Scotland, and Presbyterian church government was 


reſtored, But the miniſters of Orkney and Zetland continued in 


their charges, under their epiſcopal ordination, without any diſ- 
turbance, being never enquired after till anno 1700, that a 


committee was ſent over by the general afſembly to ſettle the 
church government in Orkney and Zetland, where all the 
miniſters eonformed to Presbytrie, and ſigned the confeſſion of 


faith, and were continued in their kirks, ſave two or three, more 
vigoned than prudent, who would not conform, ſo: were turned 
our 
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OF ZETLANDc >: 35 
out of their kirks. And ever ſince Zetland has been under 
Presbyterian church government, There are in Zetland twelve 
miniſters, beſides the new erection of Fair Iſle and Foully men- 
tioned before. Theſe thirteen miniſters make the Presbytrie of 
Zetland, who ſend yearly one of their number as commiſſioner 


for them to the general aſſembly. Each of theſe miniſters have 


the charge of a pariſh, and in each pariſh in Zetland, ſave 


Lerwick, there are two, and in ſome three pariſh churches. The 
country, being moſt part barren mountains, is but thinly in- 
habited, which makes wide pariſhes, and finds the miniſters 
abundance of fatigue in travelling through their charges about 
their miniſterial work, wherein many of them are very careful, 


and the people, generally ſpeaking, are moſt obedient and ſub- 


miſſive to them, and the miniſters here, as in other places, are 
eſteemed and reverenced according to their prudent and be- 
coming converſation. Their church diſcipline by kirk ſeſſions, 
conſtituted of elders and deacons, is in the ſame manner as com- 


monly practiſed in Scotland. Before the Reſtoration of patro- 


nage, the Prezbytrie had the power of preſenting miniſters to 
vacant congregations ; but, by the act reſtoring patronages in the 


"reign of the late queen Anne, that of Orkney and Zetland was 


by her majeſty beſtowed upon the right honourable the earl of 
Morton, who is patron of all the kirks in Orkney and Zetland, 
This act of patronage is reckoned a great grievance by our Preſ- 


| byterian miniſters, and preſentations are very ill looked upon by 
them, eſpecially the hotter ſort, However, there was never any 


oppoſition made to them here; for the earl having always treated 
the Preſbvtrie with a great deal of civility and Kindneſs, they 


are moſt unwilling to go upon any thing that might in the leaſt 


diſoblige his lordſhip. Whenever a pariſh becomes vacant, the 
earl preſents ſome 4e perſon to be miniſter thereof, who 
F 2 having 
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having paſt the ordinary trials beforg the Presbytrie, and been 
approven by them, as alſo having a popular call from the pariſh 
where he is to be miniſter, he is then ordained miniſter in 
common form, by laying on of the hands of the Presbytrie, 
&c. While any pariſh remains vacant, the vacant ſtipend is col- 
lected by the earl's orders, which his lordſhip always beſtows. 
upon pious uſes in the pariſh; and did never — 
farthing thereof to any other uſe. | 
There being no fund in any pariſh in  Zetland for a ſchool, 
few of the common people were taught to read. The want 
of parochial ſchools has been long much complained of by 
the miniſters, and many efforts were made to have a ſchool 
ſettled in every pariſn by a voluntary contribution of the inha- 
ditants, which when ſet up in any one place in the pariſh was 
found to be of little uſe to the whole, they lying ſo diſcon- 
tiguous, and thoſe at a diſtance were not capable to board their 
children from home; ſo ſuch as had no benefit by the ſchool 
refuſed to pay their quotas; and hence the ſchool broke up 
before it was well ſettled, and we have only one ſchool for 
Zetland from the Society for Propagating of Chriſtian Knowledge, 
which has been in ſeveral pariſhes. In anno 1725 a Propoſal 
was ſet on foot for ſettling a fund in each pariſh for maintaining 
a ſchool, and in a full meeting of the heritors at the head court 
the ſcheme was preſented to them by the ſteward depute, copies 
thereof having been ſent ſeveral months before to the whole 
baillies in the country, to be intimate to the Heritors in their 
reſpective pariſhes ; and the right honourable the earl of Morton 
having conſented thereto, the whole heritors of Zetland did ſign 
their conſent alſo, and craved that an act might be made there- 
upon, and the authority of the Steuart court interpoſed thereto, 
which was accordingly done, The Propoſal and Act thereupon 
is 


\ 
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is in the Appendix to this book, which now obtains in ſeveral 
pariſhes, and in others much neglected, juſt as the principle 


heritor of the pariſh ſtands inclined to promote ſach a public 
good work, 


wa = A te V. 


Of the Government of ZETLAND, antient and modern. 


Y 


THE moſt antient government that can any 7 way be gathered 


_ of Zetland 18 that it was under while ſubject to the kings of 


Norway and. Denmark, who had a governor here Litted the 
Fowd of Zetland, who was judge in all cauſes civil and criminal. 


Under him was a Judge 1 in every pariſh, called the Fowd of the 


pariſh, who only was judge in ſmall matters, and for keeping 


of good neighbourhood amongſt the inhabitants, and in caſe of 
any thing falling out above his juriſdiction, he was to acquaint the 


grand Fowd thereof, and to ſend the malefactor to him to be tried. 


The Fowd of Zetland was alſo chamberlain, and collected the 
crown rent, which was at that time only a redendo called Scat, 
payable in butter, fiſh oil, and a ſort of very coarſe cloth, called 
wadl-mill; the arable ground being all at firſt the property of 


the immediate poſſeſſors thereof, which went to their ſucceſſors 
by a verbal title called Le ſucceſſion, whereby all the children, 
male and female, ſucceed equally to the father in his eſtate, 
heritable and moveable. Theſe poor Udellers were miſerably 
oppreſſed by the governor, or Fowd, and kept under, being 
forbidden all ſort of commerce with foreigners, as the ſubjects of 
that king are to this day in Fairo and Ifland ; ſo there was no 


fuch thing as money amongſt them; and what they had of the 
country product more than Paid the crown rent, they were 


Obli ged. 
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obliged to bring to the governor, Who gave them for it ſach 
neceſſaries as they could not be without, and at what prices he had 
a mind, wherewith they were obliged to reſt content, having 
no way to be redreſſed. Kept under this ſlavery, they were 


miſerably poor, careleſs, and indolent, and moſt of their young 


men, when grown up, finding the -poor living their native 
country was like to afford them, went abroad, and ſerved in 
foreign countries for their bread, and ſeldom or never returned; 
ſo that theſe iſlands were but thinly inhabited. Thus Zetland con- 


tinued under the Daniſh government, until the year 1470, that 


king James the Third of Scotland Was married to Margaret 


daughter to the king of Denmark, with whom he got the iſlands 


of Orkney and Zetland in dowry, faid to be redeemable by the 
king of Denmark for fifty thouſand florins of the Pikine, to be 


paid to the King . of Scotland. But the king of Denmark 


did, upon the birth, of king James the Fourth, his grandſon, 
renounce by a charter under his great ſeal all right, title, and 


claim, which he or his ſucceſſors, kings of Denmark might have, 
or pretend, to the iſlands of Orkney and Zetland for ever; reſerv- 


ing to his ſubjects the Danes their private eſtates in theſe iſlands, 
which they actually held in Zetland for many years thereafter, 


till they were at laſt purchaſed from them by ſeveral gentlemen 


in Zetland, and are known by the name of Noraway lands to this 
day. And this renunciation of theſe iſlands. is again confirmed 
by Chriſtian king of Denmark unto king James the Sixth, 
when he married the princeſs Anne of Denmark, ſiſter to the 
A1aid Chriſtian. | 

Aiter the iſlands of Orkney and Zetland became ſubject to the 
crown of Scotland, they were conferred by the king upon ſome 


noble favourite, with the dignity of earl of Orkney; amongft 


W hom the Sinclairs, Earls of Orkney, are ſaid to be the longeſt poſ- 
leflors, 


8 


* 


ſeſſors, but at what time, and how long, they were earls of 
Orkney I have ſeen no ſufficient documents, and therefore ſhall 
refer the hiſtory of that antient and honourable family to ſome 


petter hands. 


The firſt J find dignified with the title of Hee acvaig Aer he 
Sinclairs earls of Orkney, is James Hepburn, earl of Bothwell, 
who was created duke of Orkney by Mary queen of Scotland, 
ſo as he might be the more honourable match for her majeſty, 
who was married to him upon the 15th of May, I 567, in the 


palace of Holy-rood-honſe, by Adam Bothwell, biſhop of 


Orkney. This James duke of Orkney built the caſtle of Nout- 
land in Weſtera, a ſmall iſland in Orkney. He is ſaid to be no 
good man; and being hated by the nobility, as ſuſpected to have 
an active hand in the murther of Henry lord Darnly, the queen's 
former huſband, he was forced to fly for his life, and came to 


Orkney, where he found but cold entertainment. From that he 


came to Zetland, where having ſtaid ſome time, he went to 


Noraway, where he was taken priſoner by order of the king of 
Denmark, and carried to Copenhagen, where he died, after 


having lain ten years in a vile priſon. Thus ended James duke 


of Orkney, who had as little pleaſure in his high. dignity; as 


Orkney had credit by his bearing the title thereof. - 

Robert Stewart, natura! fon to king James the Fifth, by 
Euphara, daughter to Alexander lord k.Iphingfton, was create 
earl of Orkney: and lord Zetland, by king James the Sixth, 
upon the 21 day of October, 1570. This Robert being for- 
merly prior of Holy Rood houle, which he exchanged with 
Adam Bothwell biſhop of Orkney for that biſhoprick, as 
mentioned before, he took poſſeſſion not only of the earldom 
of Orkney, and lordſhip of Zetland, but alſo of the biſhop's 


rents thereof, and ſo became ſole proprietor of the crown rents, 
5 | | | | An | 
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and that of the'biſhoprick; the laſt whereof was become very con- 
ſiderable, under the management of the popiſh clergy, unto 
which he added new acquiſitions of lands made by himſelf, as 


purchaſed from the Udellers, more by oppreſſion and forfeitures, 
than for payment of the value, as is reported of him ; and alfo 


that he exerciſed a very arbitrary and tyrannical government 


over his dominions of Orkney and Zetland, all affairs ſacred and 


civil therein being ordered according to his good will and 


pleaſure. He lived ſometimes in Zetland, and built a houſe at 


Sumburgh, in the pariſh of Dumoſſneſs, the ruins whereof are 
yet ſtanding, called the Ye/-houſe. He had alſo a hauſe at 


Wetherſta, in the pariſh of Delting, as appears by his few 


charter granted to Andrew Gifford, of Wetherſta, dated the 8th 
day of July, 1583, wherein he reſerves for his own uſe two 
or three rooms: in the houſe of Wetherſta. This Robert ear! 


of Orkney was married to Jean daughter to the earl of Caſſell, 
by whom he had Patrick his ſon and ſucceſſor. 


a 


Patrich, earl of Orkney and lord of Zetland, after his father's 


death, came to the poſſeſſion of theſe: iſlands, and began. his 
government in the ſame manner his father ruled before him; 
but is 1aid to be much more vicious and oppreſſive than his 
predeceſſor. Spotſwood gives a character of him in theſe words: 


„This nobleman (ſays he) having undlone his eſtate by riotous 


* 


0 


0 


* 


prodicality, did ſeek by unlawful ſhifts to repair the ſame, 
making unjuſt acts in his courts, . and exacting penalties, for 


„the breach thereof: if any man was tried, to have concealed. 


any thing that might infer a pecuniary mulct, and bring 
60 profit to the earl, his lands and goods were declared confiſcated; 
« or, if any perſon did ſue for juſtice before any other judge 
than his deputies, his goods were eſcheated, or if they went 
torth of the illes without his licence, or his deputes, upon 
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« whatſoever occaſion, they ſhould forfeit their moveables, and 
« which of all his acts were moſt inhumane, he ordered, if 
« any man was tried to ſupply, or give relief unto ſhips, or 
c any veſlels diſtreſſed by tempeſt, the fame ſhould be * 
« in his perſon, and fined at the earls pleaſure.” 

Theſe acts of the earl's being complained of, and he himſelf 
confeſſing them before the eeunes; they were by them declared 
unlawful, and the execution of them prohibited in all time 
coming. And the king being frequently importuned by com- 
plaints from the poor oppreſſed inhabitants of Orkney and Zet- 
land, his majeſty was pleaſed to reſolve upon redeeming them 


fool the tyranny they had long groaned under, and for effec- 


tuating thereof did purchaſe from Sir John Arnut a mortgage 
that he had from Patrick earl of Orkney, upon Orkney and 
Zetland, in anno 1613, and thereby the king, having taken 
theſe iſlands into his own hands, ſent Sir James Steuart, lord 
Ochiltree, to take poſſeſſion thereof, as his majeſty's chamber- 
lain, and ſtewart of Orkney and Zetland, which ear] Patrick, 
then a priſoner in Dumbarton caſtle, oppoſed, by fending Robert 
Stewart, his baſtard ſon, with expreſs command to oppoſe the 
king's taking poſſeſſion of ' theſe iſlands. This he did, but was 
over- powered by the King's party, and carried priſoner, with 
ſeveral more of the earls ſervants, to Edinburgh, where they 
were all hanged at the croſs. And in 1614 earl Patrick was 
brought from Dumbarton to Edinburgh, where he was tried 
upon ſeveral crimes of treaſon and oppreſſion libelled againſt 


him, wherein he was found guilty, and condemned to be exe- 


cuted, and accordingly was beheaded on the. 6th day of Fe- 
bruary ſaid year, and his eſtate forefault to the crown. This 
Patrick earl of Orkney built the caſtle of Scallaway, men- 


woned before. He had, by oppreſſion, purchaſed a great deal of 
8. | lands 
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lands from the, poor Udellers : of 'Zetland,; which acquifitiens* 
made by him and his father, together with ſeveral annual pay- 
ments impoſed, by them upon the poor inhabitants, had raiſeel 
the crown rents of Zetland to double what they formerly mM 
paid to any of their predeceſſors. And ſo ended ths — of 7 
Steuarts earls of Orkney and lords of Zetland. 
The king being thus peaceably poſſeſſed of theſe igande of 
Orkney and Zetland, they were annexed to the crown by act of 
parliament, and erected into a ſteuartrie, and an exact rental 
wade out of the whole rents as paid unto Patrick earl of Orkney; 
which rental is recorded in the court of, exchequer : and theſe 
rents were thereafter paid in yearly, to the king's exchequer by 
chamberlains and taxmen, until anno 1647, that a wadfet or 
mortgage of theſe iſlands of Orkney and Zetland was made over 
by king Charles I. unto; the right honourable Milliam Douglas 
earl of Morton, lord high treaſurer of- Scotland, and knight of 
the garter, together with the juriſdiction thereof. To him ſucceeded 
his fon Robert earl of Morton; who was ſucceeded by his fon 
William earl of Morton, who continued in the poſſeſſion of ͤ 
Orkney and Zetland until anno 1662: that king Charles the 1 
Second was pleaſed to redeem the earl of Morton's right to theſe : 
iſlands of Orkney and Zetland, and they were again annexed to- 
the crown by act of parliament, parliament IId. of Charles II. 
Seſſions I. c. 13, and erected. into a ftewartrie, not to be again 
diſſolved from the crown, without conſent of parliament. 
Orkney and Zetland being thus again annexed to the crown, 
the king was pleaſed to make a grant of the rents thereof, to- 
gether with the) juriſdiction, unto George of viſeount Crandiſon. 
under the conduct and management of John earl of Middle- 
town, William duke, of Hamilton, William earb of Morton, and 
Sir Andrew, Ramſay of-. A e- Dads 8 885 full power granted 
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Or ZE TLAND 1 33 
Ante PAY the king, not only to ſet long tacks, alid heritable 


fews, of the King's property lands, but alſo to grant charters to 
the heritors and udellers upon their udel lands, holding few of 
the crown for payment of an annual reddendo, formerly paid, 

called” the. Seat and Waile, and for that end they ſent over Alex- 
ander Douglas, of Spynie, their deputy, clothed” with a full 


power and conmmiſfion to ſet Tong tacks, and heritable fews of 
the king's property lands in Zetland and Orkney for payment of 
a certain few duty yearly; and alſo to grant charters to the 


heritors and udellers upon their udel lands, holding in few of 


the king as ſuperior for. the annual payment of a reddendo, called 


the Seat and Watle. So all the heritors and fewers in Orkney 
and Zetland did take holdings from Spynie, as having full 
power in the manner above-mentioned for granting thereof, 
excepting ſuch of the heritors as had formerly got charters of 
Confirmation from the crown, of which there was only in Zet- 
land Sinclair of Brough. By granting of theſe charters, Spynie 


raiſed a very confiderani ſum of money of the Keritors and 


fewers of Orkney and Zetland, as appears by a particular account 
thereof for Zetland, amounting to the ſum of 1 5,0co pounds 
Scots, Which was very heavy upon many of them. This Alex- 


ander Douglaſs, of Spynie, continued ſteuart-depute and cham- 


berlain of the crown-rents of Orkney and Zetland, until anno 


1669, that the king was pleaſed to recall the grant made to 


the viſcount of Grandiſon, and the act of annexation of the 


iflands of Orkney and Zetland to the crown was again ratified | 


by parliament, and the rents thereof were yearly paid in to the 
court of exchequer by the taxmen and chamberlans of the 

ſame, as following: | 
Anno 1670, Mr. George Scot, of Gibliſtown, was made 
ſtewart of Orkney and Zetland, and taxman of the crown rents 
4-2 thereof, 
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thereof, * Payable. to the. King's chene, He continued five 
Years........:. - 

Anno 167 5 T Andrew Dick was wade Meng of Ork- 
ney and Zetland, and taxman of the. crown-rents thereof, ac- 
countable to the court of exchequer, who continued five years. 

Anno 1681, Charles Murray, of Hadon, and Sir Robert 
Milne, of Barntown, became taxmen and ſteuarts of Orkney 
and Zetland, ee to the exchequer, and continued five 
years. 

Anno 1686, William Craige, of Garlay, was, made Reuart 
payable to the exchequer, which he kept {8g years. 1125 

Anno 1691, Colonel Robert Elphingſton, of Lapneſs, was 
made ſteuart and chamberlain of Orkney and Zetland, e 
able to the exchequer. He continued two 6 N 

Anno 1693, Sir Alexapder Brand, of Brandsfield, 8 
ſteuart and taxman of the rents of Orkney and Zetland, payable 
to the exchequer, -and continued four years. 

Anno I 697, the honourable Mr. Robert. Douglaſs, FO THURS! 
earl of Morton, was made {teuart and taxman of the crown= 
rents. of Orkney and Zetland, and continued one Years... 

Anno 1698, Sir William Menzie, and Sir Samuel Maclallen, 
became ſteuarts and taxmen of the crown rents of theſe iſlands, 

accountable to the exchequer, and continued five years. 

| Anno 170 3, the right honourable james Douglaſs, earl of 
Morton, got the crown-rents of Orkney and Zetland, together 
with the juriſdictions thereof, from queen, Ann, he being ac- 
countable to her majeſty's exchequer for theſe rents; but the 
queen having taken into conſideration the great loſs and damage 
that the antient and honourable family of Morton had ſuſtained 
by their conſtant and firm adherence to the intereſt of the royal 

family, 


— 
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family, eſpecially during the civil wars, in the reign of king 
Charles I. and Cromwell's uſurpation, whereby that once 
eminent and illuſtrious family of Morton was brought very low; 
her majeſty was pleaſed by her gift and diſpoſition, dated at 
her court at Kenſington, upon the firſt day of February, anno 
1706-7, to diſſolve from the crown, and diſpone unto James 
earl of Morton, his heirs and ſucceſſors, the earldom of Orkney 
and lordſhip of Zetland, with a charter thereupon, under the 
great ſeal, ratified and confirmed by conſent of parliament. The 
{aid noble earl holding the ſaid earldom and lordſhip in few of 
the crown for the yearly payment ef the ſum of 500 pounds 
ſterling money, 1n name of few duty, the ſaid earldom and lord- 
ſhip being redeemable by the crown for payment to the ſaid 
noble earl, his heirs or ſucceſſors, of the ſum of 30,000 pounds 
ſterling. By this gift and, diſpoſition, the earl of Morton is 
heritable ſteuart, juſticiary, ſheriff, and bailiff, within the earldom 
of Orkney and lordſhip of Zetland, and is judge competent in 
all cauſes, civil and criminal, within that juriſdiction, excepting: 
high-treaſon, reductions, improbations, redemptions, and ſuſ- 
penſions, having all the powers competent to a lord of regality in 
Scotland, excepting that power which they have of directing of 
briefs, and ſerving them before themſelves; but all briefs of land in 
the ſteuartrie are raiſed from the court of chancery, and retoured 
thereto. The earl of Morton has allo power by his gift from the 
crown to grant charters of confirmation to the heritors and fewers 
of Orkney and Zetland to hold of the crown for payment of the 
uſual few duty; the ſaid noble earl by his ſaid 8 is alſo Patron of 
all the kirks in Orkney and Zetland. 

The earl of Morton, as heritable ſteuart and. juſticiar of 
Orkney and Zetland, appoints and commiſſions deputes there fox 
adminiſtering of juſtice to the lieges, and puniſhing of malefactors, 
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conform to the laws ahd Practice of Scotland. Theftenart deputrs 
keeps and holds coutts as often as there is occaſion for them; but 
he has two head courts in the year, one in the beginnitng of No- 
vember, the other in the beginning of June, at which the whole 
heritors and fewers are obliged by their holdings to compear, 


being duly advertiſed thereof by the ſtewart Clerk, or the baillie 
of the pariſh where they live; and being called in the court three 


ſeveral days, and not cempeering, nor any reaſon offered, for 


their not compeerance, the abſents are fined, each, in 40}. Scots 


money. The ſteuart clerk has His evtniniftion from the earl 


as ſteuaft principal; not but the ſteuart depute can employ his 


own clerk upon occaſion, as he doth all other members of court 
needful ; but the ſtewart clark only ſhould record all court pro- 


_ ceſſes, and give out extracts. The ſteuart depute is alſo obliged 


to hold circuit courts in each pariſn once a year; but the ſteuart 
depute of Zetland having no falary, ſave the emoluments of the 
court, which is ſeldom ſo much as pays the neceſſary members 
thereof, he cannot afford to be at the charge of travelling through 


the country, with ſuch a retinue as all 'the members of court g 
make out; it being very expenſive travelling through this 


country, and therefore theſe circuit courts are much laid afide. 
There is alſo a bailliff in each pariſh, who holds his com- 


miſſion either of the ſteuart principal, or his depute, having 


power to hold courts within His bailliffrie, to make his own 
clerk, and other court members needful, and is judge in ſmall 
matters, ſuch as keeping good neighbourhood; but can dec ern 


in no cauſe above rol. Scots value, unlefs otherwiſe provided 


by his commiſſion. The bailliff is obliged to keep a court-book, 
wherein all cauſes brought before his court are recorded; and that 


book muſt be produced to the ſteuart depute when called for at 


his circuit courts, If the book is regularly kept, and nothing 
6 amiſs 
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amiſs in it, then it is approven; if otherwiſe, the bailliff is en- 
joined by the ſtewart depute to amend what is amiſs, or to loſe 
his commiſſion. Under the baillie there are ten or twelve honeſt 
men of the pariſh called Rancelmen. Theſe are judicially ap- 


pointed and choſen in the bailliff court : the whole houſholders: 
of the pariſh being preſent are aſked, if they have any thing 


to object againſt ſuch a man, why he ſhould not be made a 


Rancelman ; and no objection being made, he is entered into- 
that office, and takes an oath to be faithful and diligent therein, 


and the Rancelman's inſtructions and power being read in open 


court, and recorded in the court-book, each Rancelman may 
have an extract thereof, if he pleaſe. Theſe inſtructions are in 
the Appendix. The Rancelman bas the power of a conſtable, to 
command the inhabitants to keep the peace, and to call for aſſiſ- 
tance; and to enter any houſe within the pariſh at all hours of the 


day or night, and ſearch the houſe for ſtolen goods, which they 


call ranuling; and if they find any thing that the owner of the 
houſe cannot give a good account how he came by it, then they 
{ſeize him directly, and carry him to the bailliff, who takes pre— 


cognition of the cauſe; and if it infers the crime of theft, then 


the thief, with the fang or thing ſtolen found in bis cuſtody, is 
ſent to the priſon, and the ſteuart depute acquainted thereof, who. 
appoints. a day for trying the thief according to law, and in 
caſe the bailliff finds that the repreſentation of the rancelman- 
will not amount to any proof of the crime of theft, he diſ- 
miſſeth the ſuſpected thief, upon his good behaviour, with cer-- 


tification. There are in Zetland a great many municipal laws 
called country act, and theſe municipal laws are the rule that 


the bailliffs chieffly act by. Theſe country acts are in the Ap- 
peridix, and are or ſhould be read: over twice in the year, at the 


bailliffcourts, when all the houſeholders. are preſent, at whicl. 
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two courts, being Martinmaſs and - Whitſunday courts, if any 
houſeholder is wilfully abſent, the bailliff fines the [abſent in 
forty ſhillings Scots each time they are abſent, and can give no 


good reaſon for their abſence. The rancelmen are to give up 
liſts of the poor in the pariſh at the baillif-court ; and they are 
appointed to be quartered upon the pariſh for maintenance, and 


money is ordered them by the kirk ſeſſion, out of the poor's- 
box, for buying of cloaths ; ſo there are no beggars allowed to 
go from pariſh to pariſh, nor from houſe to houſe, otherways 
than they are appointed; and if they can work any thing, they 
are put to it in the houſes. where they are lodged. In ſome, 
pariſhes of the country, theſe rancelmen, and other intelligent 
honeſt men of the pariſh, are erected of late into a ſociety, for 
reformation of manners, and regulating of ſervants; Zetland 
being very much ſtraitened for want of ſervants, maſters for the 


moſt part being ſo poor, that they can give ſervants little en- 


couragement; the inſtructions to which ſociety are in the Ap- 
pendix. There is alſo in each pariſh a /awright man, that is, an 
honeſt man, appointed judicially by the bailliff, as the rancel- 
men are. His buſineſs is to weigh and: meaſure the rent-butter 


and oil; and alſo to judge of the quality thereof, and, if he 


finds it inſufficient, to return it as not receivable. He is ſworn - 
to do juſtice, and keep juſt weights and meaſures. | 

The right honourable the earl of Morton is at preſent high. 
admiral of Scotland, and was before vice-admiral of Orkney and 
Zetland, and appoints his deputes there, who have by their com- 
miſſion all the powers and privileges provided by the laws of 
Scotland to that judicatory, in all maritime affairs, of which 
there is little that falls under the cogniſance of the admiral of 
Zetland, ſave that of wrecks, which ſometimes happen, and 


in that particular the admiral of Zetland, as thoſe in moſt other 
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Places, is more under the Hirection of the country practice, than 
any ſtatuary laws; but the practice here is ſtill ſo much contro- 
+ verted, that it is very difficult to find ſuch precedents as can 
1 5 | ſtand for a rule therein. However I ſhall give a ſhort f pecimen of 
3 the moſt common and leaſt controverted practice that has 
prevailed in Zetland for ſome time paſt, relating to wrecks or 
ſtranded ſhips; that is, whenever a ſhip is forced aſhore by bad 
Weather, or otherways, and ſeems. to be irrecoverable, the 
baillie of the pariſh, or proprietor of the ground! where the 
Wreck! -happens;: does; immediately..acquaint \the admiral depute 
thereot,{;wha'torth with repairs: to:that place with his cler and 
ther court; members; and if the! maſter, or any perſon be- 
longing to the ſhip, is ſaved. alive, he is allowed to put ina 
petition te the admiral, craving that thè ſhip may be declared 
Wreck, and that he may give order for ſalving, and ſecuring 
all the wreck! godds that can be ſalved, for behoof of the true 
Owner or proprietor thereof; which petition being confidered by 
the admiral, having i called an admiral court upon the place 
where the wreck is, and finding the ſhip irrecoverable, declares 
her wreck, and ordains the beſt. anchor and cuble, or value 1 
thereof, to belong to the phyſcal of court for his majeſty's in- „ 
tereſt, and appbints ſalvers for ſaving the whole! -wreck as far 
as, poſſible, and ſecuring the ſame: for a reaſonahle ſalvage, to be 
decerned according to the trouble and charge in ſaving thereof, 
and the vate of the ſubject ſal ved according to juſtice; i and if 
the petitioner can inſtruct his title to the ſhip and cargo iwrecked, 
by a venditionior other ſufficient vonchersy the admiral-decerns 
the whole ſubject ſaved, excepting the beſt:anchor andicableito 
belong ta him upon payment of #ceaforitbleifatiage; and the 
charges of- the ;court;/;and in caſe; the petitioner carmot: inſtruct 
5 aitle tolthe 9 arid. — the admital ordains the whole 
205 II 2 Wreck 
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vreck ſalved to belungcto th phiſcal of; the comet for tha" Kings 
intereſt, and his miajefby's! donators, odr to the ati proprictoy, 
iniſtructing his:title therefb within term of law i amd when all 
is ſalved; there is n juſt: inventory thereof given up by the 
ſalvers upon bath; and the principal ſalver is ordained to deliver 
mp the whole A ſalve; conform to ſaid inventory, upon 


payment of in name of ſalvage, together with 
the beſt anchor. ami 1 to be delivered to the phiſcal; with 
the ſum of aas the neceſſury charges of the 


court. And ir ary perſon or perſons Mall intromet with any 
part of the wreck, without order from the admiral, or thoſe em- 
-ployed by him as ſalyers, they are ſued at the inſtance of the 
Phiſcal as imbezlers, and ordained to deliver what they intro- 
mitted with, and fined for their vitious and irregular intromiſ- 
ſions; and the principal ſalver is obliged to ſecure all the wreck 
* ſalved until carried off, or diſpoſed upon by the propfietor. 
And thus there is no place in the world where ſhipwreckt 
men are better uſed, nor the eee iotereſt mure cared for 
than in Zetland. „ then ** nen 
The proprietor of the ground where" the weck falls Aye 
ene a ſhare of the wreck, plcading the old country practice, 
which was, that all wrecks were divided into three ſhares, one 
thereof to the proprietor: of the ground, one to the falver, afl 
the other to the proprietor, if any appeared, Which failing, to 
the king, with the beſt anchor aud cable to the admiral. But 
the admiral court for feyeral years paſt has not followed that 
practice, being thought exorbitant, and only allows the heritor 
any damage his ground may ſuſtain, and ſome allowante for the 
we of it; which is thought: by many a great hardſhip upon the 
heritors, and a cutting them out bf their antient privilege. 
| But for preventing of any clatnours of that kind, the Admiral 


2427 I } i 5 ; | does, 


. 


OF £28; 1 L n he lg 


does, and always mould, make the proprietor of the ground 
the principal ſalver, and befide reaſonable Ivage ordain him a 


premium for the uſe of his ground and perſonal Ty Where“ 
with every reaſonable man is ſatisfied. 


If the wreck happens to be a direlict, aid no perſon padre 


to claim it, the phiſcal of the court puts in a petition to the 
admiral, holding forth the ſtate of the wreck, craving, that 


in regard there is no living perſon to claim the wreck, it may 


be. declared an abſolute wreck and direlict, and decerned to belong 
to the king and his majeſty's donators, or to the true owner or 


proprietor, inftru king his title within term of law, and that 
ſalvers may be appointed. The admiral being fully fatisfied 


anent the truth of the petition, decerns according 1 


and appoints the proprietor of the ground where the wreck is 


to be Principal ſalver, with power to employ as many ſalvers as 


18 needful, Who are all obliged to give up an account, upon 
oath, to the admiral, of what they ſaved; and are paid a reaſon- 
able ſalvage according to the trouble and charge they have been 

at, of which accounts are given in, and the proprietor of the” 


ground is allowed a premium as above. And in caſe the wreck 
goods ſaved are in a periſhing condition, and cannot be preſerved, 


then the admiral orders publio intimation to be made to the 


whole country by placarts put up in the moſt. public places, in- 


timating, that upon ſuch a day, and place, ſuch a parcel of 
wreek goods is to be fold by way of public roup, to the higheſt 
bidder, With the conditions of the roup; and the money is 
lodged in the clerk's hands; tlie court being anſwerable there- 
fore to any having right to the ſame. I have formerly men- 
tioned the country practice anent ſmall whales driven aſhore 
and killed by the eountry people; that! is, they are equally 
divided into three ſhares; one thereof to the admiral, one 
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to the ſalvers, and one, to; the: proprietgri-,of1the.:graund.:uperr. 
which they are driven aſhore z; land that practice. Rillobtains withy 
outtany alteration; and the mi niſter r yitar: of AHheIpariſh claims 


the tythes of them, which has been much comroverted, becante 
all the boats employed in {driving theſe whales -pay-areompoynd 


tythe to the vicamy early, ſor much for each boat; ; and the catch- 
ing of theſe whalegypeing a part of their fiſhing, iteis thought 
the viear, has: no more title tom the tythes of, the whales, than 
he has to the tythe of the cd and ling they catch after the com- 
pofition ; ; and that he may as juſtly demand the one as the other. 
However, it commonly obtains ;: the miniſter of the pariſh being; 
in molt parithes vicar, he ſticks cloſe by. it, and they are un- 
Willing to: contend - with him. The Admiral ſtill claims all 


direlicts caſt in by the ſea, and if of any value, till gets it 


upon the aboye; footing of payment of falvage, and A, premium. 


to- the proprietor of the ground it falls upon. But there is a 
ſort of wreck; called by the country people vag, that is pieces, 
of fir-wood, Which has never been in any ute, and is thought 
to drive from the north parts of Norway and America, of which 
there uſed: long ago great quantities to; drive about the country; 
but for many years paſt very little, of that kind has been found. 
This ſort of; wreck the inhabitants have g ſtill thought the un- 
queſtionable property. of the finder thereof, and they ule it for 
repairing their houſes, and: ſhould the admiraljenquire after it, 


he could make nothinglof it, and therefore it has not been, noticed | 


hitherto. The timber brought here from Norway is very dear; 
and the poor inhabitants are not able to buy it. So many of 
them depend upon that wreck. timber, which they,; call Go. 
ſend, and ſtill think they have a better title to ät, than any elſe 


have, and ee e OP repair their ſmall houſes. i bug 
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9 There is here: alſo a commiſſary, Who is jadge in all: con- 
9 ſiſtorialꝰ affairs; We have alſo juſtices of the peace, and commiſ- 
ſiohets of ſupply for impoſing the land-tax. is 
In the-towh of Lerwick there is a cuſtom-houſe, whos all 
ſhips coming to the country and going out of it in the way of 
trade make entries, take out - clearances, and pay the king's 
duty, as in any other part in Scotland, there being therein all 
3 the proper offices, ſuch as a collector, a comptroller, ſurveyor, 
7 land-waiter, and ſearcher, with tide-waiters, who give conſtant 
attendance. for diſpatches ; but they have very little buſineſs, 
and were it not for ſeeing foreign alt iraported, and the fiſh 
cured : : therewith exported, they would have no buſineſs at all. 
The country is very, Poor, and no manner of conſumption for 
goods to be imported t that pay duty, and therefore there is little or 
nothing imported, ſave ſome trifles for carrying on the An 
trade, by Which only the inhabitants chiefly ſubſiſt. 
There have been exciſe-officers here alſo, but finding little or 
no buſineſs, they were removed; and for ſeveral years paſt the 
exciſe of Zetland has been farmed by a gentleman of this country, 
for about 40 or 50 pounds a year, and I am well aſſured he 
makes little by it, becauſe there is not one brewer, nor a tanner, 
nor a tallow-chandler in Zetland. The few retailers of ale here 
brew. the ale they retail themſelves. The malt for the moſt Part 
uſed., here comes from Orkney and Scotland; as do alſo the 
leather and ſhoes uſed here for the moſt part. Moſt of the. 
keather and ſkins tanned here is by the poor fiſhermen for cloaths 
and that moſtly with the roots of torment, inſtead of bark, 
and the paying the leather duty for that! is a very great ach 
upon the, poor people, and I am perſuaded was never deſigned 
by the legiſlator. There are no candles ſold here, and the few that 
are uſed are made by thoſe that uſe them. There is very little 
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3s HISTORICAL DESERIP.TION 


malt made in Zetland, they having no corn to make it of; and 


J have all the reaſon in the world to believe, that, were the 
government rightly informed anent the exciſeables of Zetland, 


they would ſee it not worth Te to meets nes after. 


CHAP. VI. 


Of e antient and modern ay of trayjmitin property in ZETLAN D. 


we 


THE moſt ancient way how lands and heritage Was tranſ- 
mitted to poſterity was by a verbal deed called Ce, fucceſion, 
founded upon an old Norwegian law, called S7. Ollas law, by 


which a man could no way diſpoſe of or burden the lands he 
had by his father; neither had he any power to make a will 
contrary to the faid law; but whatever children he had, male 
or female, they all fucczeded equally to the father in his eſtate, 
heritable and moveable, and the youngeſt ſon had the father's 
dwelling-honſe, becauſe the elder children were commonly foris 


familiar before the father's death, and the youngeft fon ſtaid 
with him, and fupported him in his old age, and thereby had 


no opportunity to provide himſelf in a ſettlement, and therefore 
was provided with his father's dwelling-houſe, which was alſo an 
inducement to make him more careful of his old father. By this 


way of ſucceſſion moſt of the inhabitants were proprietors of 


the lands they poſſeſſed, and very few tenants amongſt them; 
amd this Udell ſucceſſion continued with many of the ſmall 


Udellers of Zetland, till the year 1664, that they took heritable 


tacks of their own udel lands from Spynie. 
The firſt rights that are to be found upon lands in Zetland 
is that called a Shaynd Bill, and that only uſed by the moſt con- 


fi derable heritors. Shun in the Daniſh language ſignifies 1 


court, 
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vgood as if made by the Udeller while he lived. 
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tourt, and Bil hs à common: name to any deed or writing 


made in court; ſo it may be rendered in Engliſh, a judicial right. 


The way how it was done was thus: A man having a mind to 
diſpone his eſtate, invited the Fowd and 3 or 4 of the beſt men 


in the country to his houſe, where he had an entertainment 


provided for them, and being all convened, the Fowd kept a 


court, before which the heritor compeared, and did there judi- 


cially make his will, diſponing his eſtate heritable and moveable 
particularly mentioned, and divided to his children, reſerving 
his own life-rent of the whole, and a life- rent of a part to his 


wife, if ſhe ſurvived him, which will the derk of court wrote, 


and being done was publicly read, all parties concerned being 


preſent, and if approven by the diſponer, it was ſigned by the 
Fowd and thefe 3 or 4 gentlemen that fat with him as aſſeſſors, 


and all their ſeals were put to it, and being recorded in the court- 
books, the principal was delivered to the diſponer, who: kept it 


till his death, and then all the heirs mentioned in the Shynd: 


Bill entered to their reſpective portions contained therein, and 
were all equally chargeable: for. the defun&'s debts, and funeral 


charges. And if there was no ſuch will made by the Udeller 


in his life-time, after his death his children, or neareſt of kin 
if he had no children, made application to the Fowd to 


divide the inheritance amongſt them, who appointed a day and 


Place, ordaining all concerned to attend; and having called a 
court, he —— the heirs to give up a faithful inventory, upon 
dath, of the whole ſubject left by the heritor deceaſed, which 
ne divided equally amongſt them, according to the Udell or St. 


Olla's law, and cauſed a Shynd bill to be written thereupon, 


which was ſigned, ſealed, and delivered to the heirs, and was as: 


It 
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If any man was to make a purchaſe of land from an Udeller, 


with. conſent! of, his heirs, without which the purchaſe was not 
good, the property was conveyed to the purchaſer by a Shynd 
bill, in the ſame manner as above-mentioned, with this addition, 
that the diſponer did judicially acknowledge, that he had re- 
ceived the full value of the land diſponed, and deſired that his 
propertie therein might inſtantly be transferred to the pur- 
chaſer, and his heirs; and the apparent heirs of the diſponer 
being alſo preſent, conſented to the ſale; and the Shuynd bill 
being ſigned and ſealed, was delivered by the Fowd to the diſ- 
poner, who did Judicially ne th to the purchaſers With. a 
pe - 2 | 7 | 
This shynd pill Was alt ab ihe: Aeg * ſecuring 
any perſon in their property during the Daniſh government, 
and was continued as the! only ſecurity upon lands in Zetland 
for many years after it was ſubject to the crown of Scotland, and 
1t would have been very much the intereſt of Zetland; that no 


writing had ever been uſed; in it, for the ſecuring and tranſ- 


mitting of property, but being a more fair, better, and eaſier 
ſecurity than all the endleſs writing and long conveyances that 
now prevail. But when gentlemen from Scotland came to ſettle 
in Zetland, and fund moſt of the arable ground therein 


parcelled out amongſt. the poor ancient inhabitants, by their 


Udell. ſucceſſion formerly deſcribed, excepting the lands pur- 
chaſed i by the clergy, and brought in to the; biſhop, and ſome 
ſmall eſtates belonging to gentlemen in Norway, or Denmark, 


mentioned before, theſe ,acomers found no great difficulty * 


purchaſing of land from tlie poor ſimple. inhabitants, eſpecially 
theſe having ſome anthorityy; as, moſt of them had who came to 


ſettle here, and. made-eſtates;;and whether their purchaſes were | 


not always ſuch as could admit of a judicial confirmation, or 
| 5 © 
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if they wanted to introduce the Scots laws and cuſtoms, or 


partly both, Lknow not; but they began to lay aſide the Shuynd 
bill, and ta ufe difpatitions and ſeiſins, and thereupon followed 
that long train of conveyances, filled with all the clauſes and 


quirks that the lawyer and noter could invent, for lengthening 


the writing, and making it ſo intricate that the true fſenſe and 
meaning thereof might only be known to themfelves ; fo that 
it came to paſs, in a fhort proceſs of time, that, inſtead of the 
honeſt, eaſy, and ſimple Shuynd bill, Zetland was ſtocked with 
rights and conveyances upon the lands, ſufficient to find the 


lawyers and noters as much buſineſs as any place of its value in 


Scotland, whereby the antient ſimple Udellers were turned out 


af their old inheritances, and obliged to improve that ground 


for others that they had foohſhly NE: to do for them- 
bes. 229 


But the heritors of Zetland being acquainted: ks the gentle- 


men of the long robe that all their private diſpoſitions and 


ſeifins upon their lands were only baſe infeftments, and ſo no 
good title, and therefore they muſt take charters holding of the 
crown, and public infeftments thereupon, otherways they could 


not maintain their property, and being thus alarmed, a fa- 
vourable opportunity preſented for that purpoſe. In anno 1664, 


Alexander Douglaſs of Spynie came over with a full power and 
commiſſion from the king, for receiving of refignations, and 


granting charters to the heritors holding their lands in few of 


the crown as noticed before; ſo all the heritors of Zetland, who 


had not formerly taken confirmations, did take charters from 
Spynie upon their lands. But the compoſition money paid for 


the charters, and the great few duties payable yearly out of the 


lands, did in a ſhort time thereafter ſink many of the heritors 


Lox. _ in debt, that they. were obliged: to. ſell the lands for pay= 
I | ment 
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ment thereof; for indeed the trifling land eſtates of Zetland, 
and the very inconſiderable value of the lands, together with 


the great few duties paid yearly out of them, / renders the 
heritors of Zetland utterly incapable of being at the charge of 


theſe public ſecurities and frequent confirmations required by 
law, as is practiſed in other places, where the ſubject 1s capable 
of bearing the charge, which Zetland is not, for the ' cauſes 


foreſaid, and therefore n been laid 1 lince the prantng of 


Spynie charters. 

The iate noble and worthy Robert aur of Morton, who knew 
the affairs of Zetland perfectly well, and was a very judicious 
thinking:nobleman, finding that the great diminution. of the 
crown rents of : Zetland, yearly payable to his  lordfhip, was 
chiefly owing to the old country practice in theſe two following | 
particulars; as fir ſt, that the chamberlain of theſe rents is obliged 
to call for, and receive the rents and few duties payable yearly 
out of the Beritors lands from every individual tenant thereof, 
and that in butter, oil, and money, which occalions a vaſt deal 
of trouble and expence to him in travelling at leaſt once a year 


through the whole country, receiving the butter and oil, all in 


ſmall parcels, packing and tranſporting thereof to ports for 
export, and having an account to keep with every land labourer 
within the country of Zetland, and many of them proving 
inſolvent, and the heritor of the land no way anſwerable for 
the tenant's deficièncy, which mahen n a! conſiderable diſ- 
count of the crown rents. ©, ld bagiton- en -² ˙¹¾)‚ο,ͤ 

2d. When the Udebior .tewd. n are ley, i. "pf not whonrdd: 
nor a tenant upon them, theſe ley lands pay no ſcat-watle, nor 


- corn-tythe, although a rental tythe; ſo the chamberlain gets thoſe. 


ley lands yearly atteſted by the bailiff of each pariſh, which he 
takes credit for in his r For preventing of which two 
great 


great inconveniencies to the crown-rents, the ſaid noble earl 
offered to give all the heritors of Zetland heritable charters upon 
their lands, holding as Spynie's charters do few of the crown 
gratis, free of any charge, providing they would for the future 
pay the few duties yearly, without any diſcount, ley or laboured, 
as contained in the few charter. But that the heritors would 
not go into, chooſing rather to ſtick by their ancient uſe of pay- 


ment, that is, when the land is laboured, the labourer thereof 


to be charged with the ſuperior duty, and when by the heritor 
was not chargeable with the ſcat, watle, and corntiend, but the 
few duties of the fewed crown lands, is yearly paid, whether 
the land is ley or laboured, but whereby it pays no ſcat, nor 


corntiend; ſo all the lands of Zetland ſtand upon the former 


footing, and the ley ſeat is ſtill a controverted point. The earl 
of Morton, as having right to the crown-rents of Zetland, pleads 


that the heritors of Zetland holding their lands in few of the 
crown, the ſcat is the annual reddendo, or few duty, the punctual 


payment whereof is the common alternative upon which all 


few charters ſubſiſt, and in caſe of non-payment of the red- 


dendo, the few falls. Whereunto it is anſwered by the heritors, 


that by Spynie's charter they are only obliged to pay the ſcat- 
watle, &c. conform to the rental and former uſe of payment 
thereof, which is when the land is laboured the labourer is 


chargeable with the crown- rent, but the heritor no way charge- 
able therewith, ley or laboured, unleſs he labour it himſelf, and 
the chamberlain is left to find the labourers, or loſe the crown 
rent; and this has been the uſe and cuſtom of payment in Zet- 
land paſt the memory of man. To which it was replyed by the 
earl, that theſe words /f and wor? import no more in any charter 
in Scotland than the places, terms and ſpecies, v/ed and wor, 


K and not any diminution of the reddendo, and that it is un— 


no realonable 
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* 


reaſonable to ſuppoſe, that there ſhould be a power left in the 
hands of the fewer to pay the few duty, or not, as he pleaſed, 
which he may do by caſting the lands ley, or labouring them, 
as he had a mind, and thereby rendering the crown rent moſt 
precarious and uncertain : whereunto it is again anſwered by 
the heritors, that whatever theſe words, v/ed and wont, may 
import in any charter in Scotland, yet in the charters granted 
by Spynie to them, the words zſed and wont imply the uſe 
of payment, as well as the places and terms of payment, and 
rather the former, becauſe the term of payment is mentioned 
in the charter, but not the particular reddendo payable, but is 
only ſaid conform to the rental, and uſe of payment; and further, 
that what they aſſert has been the common uſe of payment 
always is evident, becauſe it is certain the ley ſcat has never been 
paid, nor the heritor ever charged therewith, ſince the granting 
of Spynie charters, which is now 70 years, nor ever can be for 
granting of theſe charters, that can be made appear, and it is 
not preſumable, that any man would act ſuch a fooliſh part, as 
* wilfully to loſe four ſhillings of his own, on purpoſe that 
tab another ſhould loſe ſixpence, which would be the caſe, ſhould 
Mm the heritors caſt their land ley, that the crown rent might not 
—_— be paid. Theſe are the principal arguments on both ſides of the 
8 _ queſtion, which were never yet determined; and the heritors 
Ko are ſtill of opinion, that the conſtant and long continued uſe of 
. 5 payment is ſufficient to ſupport their cauſe. But, whatever may 
* be in that, I am perſuaded that an accommodation of that affair 
betwixt the earl of Morton and the heritors of Zetland might 
very much tend to the intereſt of .both, and I believe ſome of 
the moſt conſiderable and judicious heritors would go into the 
foreſaid propoſals made by the late noble earl, with little alter- 
WI; providing the butter and oil were kept at the ſtandard 
4 price "2 
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price they were at when Spynie's charters were granted, which 


were four ſhillings the Juped of butter, and ſixpence the can of 
oil, which is more than thoſe commodities have yielded at any 
market for ſeveral years bygone. The price now charged upon 


the heritors and fewers for the crown-rent butter, in caſe they 


fail in payment of the butter, is 4s. rod. per luped. The way 
how that price was introduced for the butter in Zetland is this; 


the Hamburghers and Bremeners trading here always bought 


the batter at a rixdollar the luped : now a rixdollar at the time 


of granting Spyme's charters was only four ſhillings of our 


money, or forty-eight ſhillings Scots, and continued ſo for 


ſeveral years thereafter, and then that foreign coin was raiſed 


to four ſhillings and ten pence per dollar, at which rate it ſtood 
for many years, and was at laſt brought down to four ſhillings, 


or four ſhillings and two pence, at which it ill continues; but 


the butter ſtands at four ſhillings and ten pence, which is un- 


reaſonable, when the price of it abroad is leſs than ever for- 


merly. The oil alſo came to riſe the ſame way, from ſix pence 
to one ſhilling the can ; by giving a good price ſome years, and 


then falling again below that value, makes the tenants take 
care to pay it up in kind, which is a loſs to the rents; whereas, 


were the butter and oil brought to the old ſtandard, the rents 
would be far more effectually paid, and conſequently would be 


more for the earls intereſt, 
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58571 8 HAP. . R 
of the ſeveral Dewominations of the Crown rent of Zetland; their 4 
original, and how Paul n 2101 19d ads. YN 


THE firſt and only. rent aid to the crown out of ha, 3 
of Zetland, was that called the Scat. The whole iſland being 
divided into pariſhes, each pariſh is again ſubdivided into /caza/as, 
marked out by march flones and meithes, dividing the ſcatalds 
from each other. This ſcatald is the paſture ground belonging 
to the arable land adjacent thereto, called a 70077. or 70Wwn, the 
name whereof is written in the rental, with the ſcat yearly 
Payable thereout in butter, fiſh, oil, and a ſort of very coarſe 
cloth, called wadmil, marked in the old rentals #/pound. and 
marks of butter, /billings and cuttels of wadmull, and #775 and : 
cans of oil. A liſpound is 28 1b. weight, and in each liſpound 1 
is 24 marks; a ſhilling of wadmill is 6 cuttals or curtele, i. e. I 
hortell, a meaſure containing 24 canches in length; a butt, of 
oil is 4 cans, each a Scots quart, and about a muchlin more, 
on account of the oil ſticking by the veſſel. The wadmill rent 
being converted to money, the cuttel is a groat, ſix whereof 

being a ſhilling, as marked in the rental, that is a Zealand Sullen, 

which is 24 ſhillings Scots, or 2 ſhillings. The term of payment 

of the ſcat is Martinmaſs in the ſubſequent year. This ſcat, as I 

ſaid before, was the only land rent payable to the crown out 

of Zetland at firſt, but in proceſs of time ſome of the arable 

land, which was at firſt the property of the improver, came alſo = 

to the crown by forfeitures and donations ; however, there ſeems 

to be very little of that kind before Robert Stewart earl of Orkney | 

came to be proprietor thereof; for before his acceſſion thereto, 
; it 
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it is ſaid, the crown rent of Zetland was farmed at 500 marks. 
Scots, a year; but after the forfeiture of Patrick earl of Orkney, 
the whole acquifition made by him and his father fell to the 


XX crown, together with all the lands and tythes belonging to the 
Taz biſhoprick, of all which, with the impoſitions laid upon the. 
LE country by the ſaid earls of Orkney, there was a rental made 
4 10 out, which rental is recorded in the king's court of exchequer, 
1 called the exchequer rental, and is the ſtandard of the crown 
3 1 rents of Zetland ſtil!; at which time alſo king James the Sixth. 
: 1 having tranſacted with James Law, biſhop of Orkney, as noticed 


before, he gave him lands in Orkney, equivalent to the biſhop's 
rents of Zetland; ſince which time the biſhop of Orkney and 
Zetland has had no rents paid him out of Zetland ; by all which. 
means the crown rents of Zetland became very conſiderable in 
reſpect of what it was before thoſe wicked men Robert and. 
Patrick, earls; of Orkney, had by oppreſſion and arbitrary. 
power raiſed theſe rents to ſuch a height upon the ruin of many 
of the poor inhabitants, and perpetual burden of the preſent. 
heritors. 271101 

'xad, Species of crown rent is Jand meals, that is, the rents 
payable out of the crown lands, of which there are two ſorts; as 
firſt, thoſe called property /ands, which are ſet by the chamberlain 
to tenants, who pay him the rent thereof, conform to the rental, 
and when ley, it pays no rent; the 2d is that part of the crown 
lands, fewed out- by. Spynie, the few duties whereof the * I 
18 obliged to pay yearly; whether the land is ley or laboured, 
the rent of both is paid in butter and wadmill, as particularly ſet 
down, in the rental; the butter payable at Lammaſs, and the 
wadmill at Martinmaſs, in the ſubſequent year. 

zd. Species of rent is that called Gragiums, introduced thus, 
When the chambgrlain er a tack or leaſe of the property lands to 

a tenant; 
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a tenant he cauſed him to pay a graſſum, or entry, the tack 
being commonly for 3 years: the tenant paid of graſſum Upotr 
receiving the tack, two ſhillings for each mark land; and-when 


the three years were out, if he had a mind to continue, the 


tack was again renewed for three years for payment. ef the 
like grafſum ; but in procefs. of time the tenant not paying the- 


grafſum at his entry to the land, it came to be an ahnual pay 


ment of eight ſhillings Scots upon the mark land, This graſſum 
is all the profit that the fewer of the crown lands has, the 
few duty being the full butter and wadmill rent contained in 
the rental; but the beſt. of the crown lands being fewed, Hetle 
ef the property lands now pays graffams, being bad, and much 
of it ſtill ley, and ſome of it ſet for half the rent. 
4th. Is that rent called Umboth duty, that is the e biſhops 
rents of Zetland, for which, as formerly obſerved, the biſhop has 
the equivalent rent in Orkney. Theſe rents are half of the corn 
tythes of each pariſh in Zetland, excepting the united pariſhes | 
of Tingwall, Whitneſs, and Wiſdale, which was an arehdenrie, 
as noticed before. There are alſo in each pariſh ſome lands be- 
longing to theſe Umboths, called Biſbops lands, or Umbeoth 
lands. The Umboth tythes are for the moſt part a rental tythe, 
payable in butter and oil, and in ſome places money, or the ip/o 
corpore. Umboth is a Daniſh word, fignifying to change about; 
the reaſon of which name is, that the biſhop having the one half 
of the .corn tythe of the Mes and the prieſt or miniſter of 


the pariſh the other half, the biſhop gave order, that in caſe the 


prieſt might chooſe the better half (they being commonly greedy) 


that it ſhould go about ſo, as that the half which the biſhop had 


one year the prieſt ſhould have the next year, and continued fo 


till brought into the crown rental; ſince which time they go not 
about, but ſtill retain that name. All theſe Umboth rents were 


alſo 
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Ao in the year 1664 diiponed b by Spynie to ſeverallsi in few, for 
the yearly payment of a certain few duty yearly in money for 
each pariſh: ; excepting the pariſhes of Unſt and Feltor, which 
no man would few' becauſe much of the lands there are ſtill ley, 
and le y-Jands pays no ſort of rent, but the few duty muſt have : 
been paid yearly, ſo the umboth rents of thoſe/ pariſhes are ſtill 

contained in the crown rental, and are collected by the chamber- 


lain, as the ſcat is all payable in butter and oil. All theſe, crown 


rents foreſaid are payable in the ſubſequent year, which often 
proves detrimental to the rents, becauſe the tenant has the firſt 


year free of rent; but when he goes out of the land, he has 


two years rent to pay for the laſt year's crops, and the tenant be- 
caming . a8 e e do, t the rent is loſt in Whole 
or an Part. 0 134 ; 746 TY 


5. Species of crown rent 18 that called the walle rent, which 


is a corrupt contraction of two Daniſh words; viz. ai, laugh, 


i. e. a night laying, the origin whereof 1s ſaid to be, that in 


time of popery the biſhop of Orkney and Zetland ſent over a 
venerable matron, whom he recommended as a perſon of ſuch 
extraordinary ſanctity, that upon her lying but one night in 


every pariſh in the country, they would thereafter be bleſſed 
with great plenty of corn and fiſhing, providing ſhe was re- 


warded with ſome iſma}l: annaal penſion during her life, which 
the ſimple | ſuperſtitious inhabitants eaſily believed; and ſhe 
having travelled through the country, and lodged at leaſt a 


night in every pariſh, returned to Orkney, with the grant. 


of 'a ſmall ſum to be paid her yeanly out of every pariſh in 
Zetland during her life, for her prayers in their behalf, and out 
of reſpect to the biſhop's deſire in her favour, How long this 


matron lived I know not; but the contribution for her was 
yearly collected for her by the bithop's chamberlain, and for 


k the 
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the right proportioning the quota of each parifh they laid fo 
much upon each mark land in the pariſh. But when Robert 
Stewart earl of Orkney came to be” proprietor of the biſhop's 
rents of Orkney and Zetland, finding there had formerly 
been ſuch a payment, he put it to his rental, and cauſed the in- 
habitants to pay-it yearly, and it has ever fince been paid under 
the denomination of the wall rent, and amounts to about fifty 
pounds ſterling a year. It is payable at Lammaſs in the prefent 
year in money; but it would ſeem, that ſome of the heritors 
of Zetland, leſs ſuperſtitious and wifer than the reſt, would 
never pay their quotas thereof, fo there are ſeveral roums in each 
parith where that rent is retained as never in ufe of payment. 
th and laſt ſpecies of payment in the crown rental is that 
called the ox and beep ſilver. This is ſaid to be a compliment 
given to the eart of Bothwell, mentioned before, when he was 
in Zetland, of an ox and 12 ſheep out of every pariſh in the 
country for the maintenance of his family; but ſeems rather to 
be a tax impoſed upon the country by Robert and Patric Stewarts 
_ earls of Orkney; for they were the firſt that made it an annual 
payment, and put it in their rental, and it is proportioned upon the 
mark lands in each pariſh, amounting yearly to about twenty 
pounds ſterling ; but there are ſeveral relations of it, as of the 
wattle, never in uſe of payment; it is payable at Lammaſs in 
the preſent year in money. This is the. denomination under 
which the crown rents of Zetland-are yearly paid, and what the 
whole may annually amount to can be no other ways certainly 
computed than as it ftands in the rental thereof, being moſt of 
it paid in butter and oil, ſo thefe rents are yearly more or leſs, 
according to the prices theſe commodities give, and as the lands 
are improven; but there 1 is always a conſiderable diſcount upon 
the rental charge. 


The 
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The land rent payable yearly to the heritors and fewers is 
only that called /and meals, formerly paid in butter and wad-mill, 
now-paid in butter and money, in the preſent year, the butter 
at Lammaſs, and the money at Martinmaſs, each mark land 
paying ſo much ; but theſe mark lands are not alike in the rent ; 
but according to what pennies the mark. the land is, as that 
called twelve pennie land, which is the deareſt, pays the marks 
of butter, 16 ſhillings Scots of Wad-mill, and 8 ſhillings ſaid 
money of graſſums; 10 pennie land pays each mark 14 mark 
and + of a mark of butter, 14 ſhillings 8 pennies of wad-mill, 
and 8 ſhillings of graſſums; 9 pennie land pays 12 marks of 
butter, 12 ſhillings of wad-mill and 8 ſhillings of graſſums; 8 
pennie land pays Io marks and ; of a mark of butter, 10 
ſhillings 8 pennies of. wad-mill, and 8 ſhillings of graffums ; 7 
pennie land pays 9 marks + of a mark of butter, nine ſhillings 
and 4 pennies of wad-mill, and 8 ſhillings of graſſums; 6 
pennie land pays 8 marks of butter, and 8 ſhillings of wad-mill, 
and 8 ſhillings of graſſums; and 4 penny land, which is the 
loweſt, pays 6 marks of butter, 6 ſhilling of wad-mill, and 8 
by ſhillings of graſſums; and ſome lands pay no graſſums, and 
” others nothing but the butter debt; the crown lands pay after 
the ſame manner, but all in the ſubſequent year as noticed 
before. The lands in Zetland, for the moſt part, are not very 
improveable, and the landlords generally take the wrong way 
for encouraging their tenants to improve the lands; for it is the 
common practice with many of them, if they ſee the tenant 
thriving, and by his induſtry becoming richer than his neigh- 


bour, he muſt be warned to remove, unleſs he will pay more | 
rent yearly, or a large entry for a ſhort tack, and when that f 


2277... TT.. T Wes roads 


tack is out he is again where he was, and muſt pay a new entry 
or remove. This makes many tenants careleſs, nay even averſe 
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to improve; whereas, were thoſe tenants that are frugal and in- ® 

duſtrious encouraged by long tacks, and entitled to the benefit 1 

of their own improvement, during the improver's life, without S 

any augmentition of the rent, the landlord after the improver'ss © 

death might ſet that land to another for a greater rent than it 

formerly paid, on account of the improvement, and give the 

next tenant the ſame encouragement to improve, for it is net to 

be expected, that any tenant fhould be ſo ſelf-denyed as to labour 

heartily for the intereſt of the landlord unleſs he find * own 
account in it. = 

There are no doubt abundance of, trifling W and old 7 

fabulous traditions in Zetland, that ſome would have thought 

worth the relating; but neither my genius, nor intended brevity, 

will permit me to enter upon that ſubject. 
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Spynics CHARTER granted to the Heritors' of ZETLAND up 


their Udell lands. 


— 


TO all and ſundrie whom it effeirs, w whoſe knowledge this preſent charter 


ſhall come, ALEXANDER DovucLas, of Spynic, factor commiſſioner, principal 


chamberlain and truſtee of the earldom of Orkney, and lordſhip of Zetland, greet- 


ing in Gop everlaſting ; for as mickle as our ſovereign lord the king's majeſty be 
his charter of donation under the great ſeal of Scotland, of the date at Whitehall, 
the twenty-third day of April, one thouſand fix hundred and ſixty-two years, hath 


given, granted, diſponed, and confirmed, to annoble lord George viſcount of 


Grandiſon, his heirs, aſſigns, and ſucceſſors, under reverſion therein mentioned, 
all and heall the ſaid earldom of Orkney and lordſhip of Zetland, lying within the 
ſaid kingdom of Scotland, with all and ſundry lordſhips, baronizs, ifles, caſtles, 


courts, fortalices, manor places, houſes, biggings, and others particularly therein 
ſpecified, together with the lands called Udell lands, lying within the ſaid earldom 


— 


and lordſhip of Spynick, with power to the ſaid noble viſcount, his heirs and 
aſſigns, foreſaid, to ſell and diſpone, in heritable few farm, any part of the ſaid 


earldom and lordſhips, udell-lands, and others foreſaid belonging thereto, to be 


holden of the ſaid George viſcount of Grandiſon, his ſaid heirs, ſucceſſors, and 
aſſignies, during the not redemption of the faid earldom and lordſhip; and 


after the lawful redemption thereof, when it ſhall happen, of our ſovereign + 


lord the king's majeſty, and his majeſty's heirs and ſucceſſors, in. few farm and 


heritage, heritable and inredeemable for ever, according to the preſent rental, and 
without diminution thereof, as the ſaid charter of donation, containing therein 
divers and ſundry other powers, privileges, immunities, clauſes, and conditions, 


with precept, and inſtrument of ſeaſon following thereupon, at more length bears: 


Like as the ſaid George viſcount of Graudiſon be his commiſſion of the date the 


laid 


f 
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ſaid 23d day of April, and year aforeſaid, did nominate and appoint John earl of 
Middletown, William duke of Hamilton, Sir Andrew Ramſay of Abbots-hall, 
knight, and William earl of Morton, lord Dalkeith and Aberdour, to be his ruſtees | 
tor managing the affsirs of the ſaid earldom and lordſhip; and hath given them, or 
any quorum of them, or their commiſſioner in their names, all full power and 
commiſſion thereby for managing the affairs of the ſame, as the ſaid noble viſcount 
could do therein himſelf if he were perſonally preſent, as the ſaid commiſhon of 
the date aforeſaid at more length purports; and fiklike, the ſaid John earl of Middle- 
town, and remnant truſtees above deſigned * factorie and oommiſſion of the 
date the 7th day of February, 1663 years laſt by paſt, having given full power 
and commiſhon to me Alexander Douglas of Spynic, to be their factor commiſſioner, 
principal chamberlain, aud baillie of the ſaid earldom and lordſhip, and to ſet out 
in few farm the lands, iſles, udell-lands, teynds, and others, foreſaid belonging 
thereto, and lying within the lame, for augmentation of the rental, without dimi- 
nution thereof as ſaid is, as alſo to enter and receive fewers, vafſak, and tenants of 
the ſaid lands, and to uplift and receive from them their few duties, compoſition, 
and other caſualties due therefore, to compound, tranſact, and agree there anent, 
and to do every other thing there anent, that the ſaid noble truſtees, or their 
ſaid conſtituent could do therein themſelves, if they were perſonally prefent 
to act therein, as in the ſaid fadtery and commiſſion of the date above written 


at more length is contained. And now I underſtanding, and being perfectly 


informed that A. B. by bimſelf, his authors and predeceſſors, and their tenants 
of the lands after ſpecified, has right and poſſeſſion of all and ſundry Udell- 
lands, particularly under-written, of whoſe - right and poſſeſſion of all and 
ſundry udell-lands aforeſaid I being no ways willing to prejudge him, but 
rather to grant unto him, his heirs, and aſſignies, a more perfect right and ſe- 
curity of the ſame: Therefore, and for augmentation of the rental thereof, as 
alſo for a certain ſum of money paid and delivered unto me by the ſaid A. B. 
whereof | grant the receipt, and diſcharge him thereof, renouncing all exception 
of the law that can be proponed to the contrary: To have given, grantcd in heri- 
table and perpetual few ferm, ſer, and let, and by this my preſent charter confirmed: 
Like as I by the tenor hereof give, grant, in heritable few ferm, ſet, and let, and 
by this my preſent charter, confirm to the ſaid A. B. his heirs and alfignies, what- 
ſomever heritable, all and ſundry his udell- lands after mentioned poſſeſſed by him, 
and his authors and tenants in their name: All and heall mark land 
pennys the mark in the room of &c. with the houſes, biggings, yeards, tofts, 
crofts, town malls, queys, quey lands, ulbracks, neſſes, ifles, holms, ſkerries, 
annexes, conexies, parts, pendrils, and heall pertinents whatſomever, of all and 
ſundry the ſaid lands, all lying within the iſles and pariſhes reſpective foreſaid lord- 
ſhip of Zetland, and ſherriffdom of Orkney and Zetland, to be held in, and to be 
2 all and heall the ſaid lands, with the pertinents lying, as ſaid is, by the ſaid 
A. B. his heirs and aſſignies whatſomever, of the ſaid noble lord George viſcount 
of Grandiſon, his heirs, aſſigus, and ficc 18 during the not redemption of the 
ſaid earldom and lordſhip, and after cheir lawful! redemption thereof, when it ſhall 
happeo, of our ſovereign lord the king's majeſty, and his majeſty's heirs and ſuc— 


cellors, 
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ceſſors, in few ferm and heritage for ever, by all right mithes, and marches, as 


the ſame lies in length and breadth, in houſes, biggings, yeards, tofts, crofts, quoys, 
quoy lands, hills, dales, neſſes, holms, limeſtone quarries, mortar, clay, fewel, 


feal, divots, thack heather, peats, peat moſs, meadows graſs, and with power to 


make utbracks on ſetts, foulds, garrihs, ways, water ſtanks, burns, ſtripes, fowl- 


ing, fiſhing in freſh water, and ſalt waters, tany waire out freedom, in freedom, 


paſtour, leaſour, and with common paſture, freeiſh, and entry, and with all and 
ſundry other freedoms, commodities, liberties, privileges, profits, eaſements, and 
righteous pertinents whatſomever, as well not named as named, under the earth 
as above the fame, far or near, from the higheſt in the hill to the loweſt in the 
ebb, pertaining to the ſaid lands, and others above ſpecified, with their pertinents, 


or that ſhall righteouſly be known to pertain and belong thereto in any maner of 
Way, freely, quietly, wholly, well, and in peace, but revocation, contradiction, or 


again calling whatſomever: Paying therefore yearly the ſaid A. B. his heirs and 
ſucceſſors, or affignies foreſaid to the ſaid noble lord George viſcount of Grandiſon, 
his heirs, aſſignies, and ſucceſſors, their factors or chamberlains, in their names, 
and that during the not redemption of the ſaid earldom and lordſhip ; and after 


the lawful redemption thereof, whenever the ſame ſhall happen, to our faid 
ſovereign lord the king's majeſty, and his majeſty's heirs and ſucceſſors, their tax» 


men, factors, chamberlains, and others, in their names, conform to uſe and wont 
the ſcar and wattle duties in uſe to be paid forth of the ſaid lands, conform. to the 


rental at terms of payment and parts accuſtomed in name of few farm, together 
with the ſum of three ſhillings four pennies Scots money, at the firſt of Martinmaſs 
yearly, in augmentation of the rental thereof, more than ever the ſame lands paid 
before; together alſo with the ſum of 10 marks money foreſaid, at the entry 


of every heir to the ſaid lands, in name of doubling the few farm duty, by and 


autour the ſame few farm duty allenerly, and the ſaid A. B. and his foreſaids, giving 
ſuit and preſence to an head court to be holden by the faid noble viſcount aud his 
foreſaids, or others, having power from his majeſty after the redemption foreſaid, and 
their deputes in their names; at Scalloway caſtle yearly, with this ſpecial proviſion 
always, like as it is provided by expreſs condition hereof, in caſe it ſhai} happen 
the ſaid A. B. his heirs and aſſignies foreſaid to faib in making good and thankful 


payment of the few ferm duties of the foreſaid lands and augmentation thereof 


above wiitten, fo that three years run, in the fourth together unpaid, this preſent 
charter ſhall be null and of none avail, for a ſtrength or effect as if the ſame had 
never been made. And I for ſueth, the ſaid Alexander Douglaſs, of Spynic, my 


| heirs and ſucceſſors, all and ſundry the forenamed lands; viz. All and heall the ſaid. 


marks of land, in &c, with the houſes, biggings, yeards, tofts, crofts, 
town-malls, quoys, quoylands, utbracks, holms, fkerries, neſſes, annexes, connexes, 
parts, pendrils, and apertinents, of all and ſundry the faid lands lying within the 
toreſaid iſlands, pariſhes, reſpective lordſhip, and ſheriffdom above written, te the 
ſaid A. B. his heirs and aſſignies whatſomever heritable, from all perils, dangers, 
and inconveniencies whatſomever, proceeding of my own proper fact and deed 
allenarly, in and by all things in form and effect as is above written ſhall warrant, 
| To acquit, 
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"acquit, and defend, autour to my Jovets and ilk any of yours, Sc. to the fail 
A. B. or his certain procutor, or at werner, bearer hereof, by deliyerance of earth 
and ſtone of the ground of the ſaid mark land, in deſcern and 
ordain to ſtand and be a ſufficient ſeaſon in all time coming, for all the lands and 
others above-written, 'with the pertinents, notwithſtanding the ſame lies not con- 
tiguous together, but in divers different places, pariſhes, and iſles, where anent T 
have diſpenced, and hereby diſpences with for ever, conform to che tenor of this 
Above written charter, and. this in no ways you leave undone, & c. In witneſs 
whereof, to this pre eſcat 6b containing precept of ſeaſon, in the end thereof, 
written bß 8 5 ſubleribed with my hand, my ſeal is appended at 
the day or 1664, before ute virneſls A. D. 240 


f 


| Spynic 5 Few Charter granted 70 the: ethers: of th Crown-land 
in Zetland. N Re 


* 


10 all and ſandry hom it effeirs; to wlioſe 8 this prefect: Charter 
Shall come. Alexander Douglas of Spynic, factor commiſſioner, principal cham- 
berlain, and traſtee of the earldom ef Orkney and lordſhip” of Zetland, greeting 
in Gop cverlaſting, for ſo much as out ſovereign lord the king's majeſty, by his 
charter of donation under the great ſeal of Scotland, of the date at Whitehall, 
the 23d day of April, 1662, hath given, granted, deſponed; and confirmed, to a 
noble lord George viſcount of Grandiſon, his heirs, aſſignies, and ſucceffors, under 
reverſion therein mentioned, all and heall the ſaid earldom of Orkney and lord- 
1hip of Zetland, lying within the faid kingdom of Scotland, with. all and ſundry 
Jordſhips, baronies, ifles, caſtles, courts, fortalices, manor places, houſes, biggings, 
and others particularly therein ſpecified, together with the lands called Udell-lands, 
lying within the faid earldom and lordſhip, with power to the ſaid noble viſcount, 
his heirs and affignies foreſaid, to ſell and diſpone in heritable and perpetual few 
farm any part of the ſaid earldom and lordſhips, udell-lands, and others foreſaid 
belonging thereto, to be holden of the ſaid George viſcount of Grandiſon, his 
Jaid heirs, ſucceſſors, and afſignies, during the not fedemption of the ſaid earldom 
and lordſhip, and after the lawful redemption thereof, when it ſhall happen, of 
our ſovereign lord the king's majeſty, and his majeſty's heirs and ſucceſſors, in few 
farm and heritage, heritable and irredeemable for ever, according to. the preſent 
rental, and without diminution thereof, as the ſaid charter of donation, containing 
thereuntil divers and ſundry other powers, privileges, immunities, clauſes, and 
conditions, with precept and inſtrument of ſeaſon following thereupon, at more 
length bears. Like as the ſaid George viſcount of Grandiſon, oy his commiſſion of 
the date the ſaid 23d day of April and year: fore ſaid, did nominate and appoint 
John earl of Middletown, William duke of FR: :ilton, Sir Andcew Ramſay of 
Abbots-hill, knight, and William earl of Morten, lord Dalkeich and Aberdour, 


to be his truſtee for managing the affairs 0! che- id carldom and lordſhip, and 
hath given them, or any quorum of chem, Þ/ (aun ilioner in their name, as 
1 | | tull 
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full power and commiſſion chereby for managing the affairs of the ſame, as the ſaid 


noble viſcount could do therin himſelf if he were perſonally preſent, as the ſaid 
commiſſion of the date foreſaid at more length» proports : And fik like the ſaid John 
earl of Middletown, William duke of Hamilton, and remnant, truſtees above, 
deſigned by their factory and commiſſion of the date of the 2oth of February, 1665, 


laſt by pafl, having given full power and commiſſion to me the Laid Alexander 


Douglas, of, Spynic, to be their factor commiſſioner, principal chamberlain, and 
baillie of the ſaid earldom and lordſhip, and to ſet out in few farm the land, iſles, 
udell-lands, tiends, and others belonging thereto, and lying within the ſame, for 
augmentation of the rental, without diminution thereof as ſaid, as alſo to enter 
and receive fewers, vaſſalls, and tenants of the ſaid lands, and to uplift and receive 
from them, their few duties, compoſitions, and other caſualties due therefrom, ts 
compound, tranſact, and agree there anent, and to do every other. thing there 
anent, that the ſaid noble truſtees, or their conſtituent, could do therein them- 
ſelves, if they were perſonally preſent to act therein, as in the ſaid factory and 
commiſſion of the date above written at more length is contained. And now 1 
underſtanding perfectly, that the end and cauſe of ſetting out of lands, and others 
above written, in few farm, is for the better improvement thereof, and that con- 
form to the laudable laws of the realm made anent planting and policy, the ſame 
may be the better decernd and brought through the pains and induſtry of frugal 


and virtuous people to the more fertility, and knowing likewiſe that the lands and 


others after ſpecified were never ſet in few farm of before, therefore, and for 
augmentation of the rental thereof, as alſo for a certain ſum of money paid and 
delivered to me by A. B. wherewith I hold me well content, ſatisfied and paid, and 


diſcharge him of the ſame, renouncing all exceptions of the law that can be pro- 


poned, or alledged in the contrary, to have given, granted in heritable and per- 
petual few farm ſet and letten; and by this my preſent charter confirm, like as I 
by the tenor hereof, give, grant, inheritable and perpetual few farm, ſet and let, 


and be this my preſent charter, conform to the ſaid A. B. his heirs and affignies 


whatſomever heritable, all and heall markland pennys the mark in 
the room of &c. with the houſes, biggings, yeards, holms, nefles, tofts, 
crofts, town molls, quoys, quoylands, utbracks, annexes, connexes, and per- 
tinants whatſomever pertaining thereto, lying within the pariſh of lordſhip 
of Zetland, and ſherriffdom of Orkney and Zetland, to be holden and to be had 


all and heall the ſaid markland in &c. with the houſes, biggings, and 


pertinants thereto belonging, lying as is above-mentioned, to the ſaid A. B. and 


his heirs and aſſignies whatſomever, of the faid George viicount of Grandifon, his 


heirs and ſucceſſors, during the not redemption of the ſaid earldom and lord{hip, 
and after the lawful redemption thereof, when it ſhall happen, of our ſovereign 
lord the king's majeſty, his highneſſes heirs and ſucceſſors, in tew farm fee and 
heritage for ever, be all right marches, and divided as the ſame lies in length and 
breadth, the houſes, biggings, yeards, holms, nefies, tofts, crofts, town molls, 
quoys, quoy lands, meadows, moſſes, muirs, ways, Waters, ſtanks, locks, burns, 
ſtripes, hills, dales, fowling, fiſhing in freſh water and falt, peats, peat, moſs, 

| L | cunings, 


FP 
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cunings, cuningyers, doves, dovecots, links, limeſtone quarry, graſs, wair, ont 
freedom, in freedom, paſtour, leiſure, with common paſture freeiſh and entrie, 
and with all and ſundry commodities, privileges, eaſements, profits, and righteous 
. pertinents, as well not named as named, under the earth as above, far as near 
pertaining, or that juſtly ſhall be known to pertain and belong to «he ſame lands, 
and others above ſpecified, in any manner of way, freely, quietly, well, and in 
peace; but any impediment, obſtacle, contradiction, or again calling whatſomever, 
paying therefore yearly the ſaid A. B. his ſaid heirs and aſſignies, to the faid 
George viſcount of Grandifon, his heirs, aſſignies, and ſucceſſors, factors, cham- 
- berlains, ſervitors, and others in their name, during the not redemption of the ſaid 
5 eearldom and lordſhip, and after the lawful redemption thereof, when it ſhall 
1 happen, to our ſaid ſovereign lord the king's majeſty, his highneſſes's heirs and 
| | ſucceſſors, their factors, chamberlains, and others, in their name, the land mealls 
and duties juſtly adibeted, and yearly payable forth therewith, conform to the 
rental; viz. the number and quantity of liſpounds of butter, or 48 ſhillings 
Scots for each liſpound of butter, with the ſum of pounds Scots money, as 
for the land mailes of the heall above named lands, with the pertinents, together 
alſo with the ſcat and wattle, and other accuſtomed duties likeways due payable 
forth of the ſame, conform to the rental at the terms of payment and ports uſed 
and wont, all in name of few farm, and other duties liable and due to be per- 
—_ formed by the ſaid A. B. and his foreſaids, as uſe is together, alſo with the ſum 
_ of four ſhillings Scots money, at the term of Martinmas, in augmentation of the 
| 1 | rental thereof, more than ever the ſame paid before, and alſo giving of ſuit and 
= preſence to the three head courts, to be held in the faid noble viſcount and his A 
X foreſaids, or their deputes, or others, having power from his majeſty, after the -M 
4 8 _ redemption foreſaid, at the town of Scallaway banks yearly, and to all other courts 
=—_ to be holden by them, when they ſhall be lawfully warned thereto, and the heirs = 
191 of the ſaid A. B. paying to the ſaid noble viſcount and his foreſaids, during the not 7 
\ 1,8 redemption as above ſpecified; the ſum of money foreſaid, the firſt year of 
11K | thbeir entry to the {aid lands, and other above ſpecified in name of doubling the 
1 | ſaid few farm duties, and that by and attilour the ſame few farm duties, and other 
by - | above written, for all other burdens, actions, demands, or ſervice ſecullor, that 
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ol good and thankful payment of the ſaid few farm duty yearly, with the ſcat and Mz 
. N Wattle, and augmentation above-mentioned, ſa that it happen two years to run, . 
Tut and the third unpaid then, and in that caſe this preſent few farm charter ſhall be 
+ 11.8 null and of none avail, force, ſtrength, nor effect, as if the ſame had never been 
1. made nor granted. Aud I forthwith, the ſaid Alexander Douglaſs, of Spynic, my 
* | keirs and ſucceſſors, all and heall the ſaid mark land, 1n  __ &c, with 
| the heall, houſes, biggings, yeards, holms, neſſes, parts, pendicles, and pertinents 
thereof whatſomever, lying in the ſaid pariſhes within the ſaid lordſhip of Zetland, 
to the ſaid A. B. his heirs and aſſignies foreſaid, from all perils, dangers, and in- 
N : conveniences 
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conveniences whatſomever, proceeding of my own proper fac and deed alternately, 


in all and by all things, in form and effect, as is above ſpecified ſhall warrant, 
acquit, and defend: Autour, To my lovits and every one of you, 
my baillies, in that part conjunctly and ſeverally conſtitute, greeting, it is my will 
and I charge you, that incontinant after fight hereof ye paſs, exhibit, give, and 
deliver heritable ſtate and ſeaſon, actual, real, and corporal poſſeſſion of all and 
heall the faid - marks of land in &e. with the houſes, biggings, &c. 
and this in no ways, &c, In witneſs whereof to this my preſent charter, containing 
precept of ſeaſon in the end thereof. Written by, &. and ſubſcribed with my 
hand, my ſeal being apendit at . 1664, before theſe 


en A. D. 


The Veen Gift of the Hands of ORKN EY and ZETLAND to the 
| Right Honourable tbe Earl of MORTON. 


OUR Sovereign Lady, conſidering, that foraſmuch as her ma jeſty and the 
eſtates of parliament, by their act and diſpoſition, of the date he 12th day of 
February inſtant, and for the good and weighty cauſes therein mentioned, for all 


right or title any way competent to the crown or principality of Scotland, have 


diſſolved and thereby diſſolve, from the crown and patrimony thereof, all and haill 
the earldom of Orkney and lordſhip of Zetland, with all and ſundry iſles, holms, 


burghs, udell-lands, and other lands whatſomever, of what name and by what de- 


ſignation the ſame are or may be known, lying within the ſheriffdom or ſteuartrie of 
Orkney, and pertaining to the ſaid earldom and lordſhip, and by the acts of an- 
nexation paſſed in the parliaments held in the years 1612 and 1669, pertaining to 
her Majeſty, or by whatever other right or title, together with all caſtles, towers, 


fortalices, milns, multers, fiſhings, arents, reverſions, patronages of kirks, chap- 


lanries, alterages or prebendries, teinds, parſonage or vicarage, with the office of 
juſticiary, ſheriffſhip, ſtewartſſiip, bailliary, and foundary, with the caſualties and 
privileges thereto belonging, together with all other parts, pendicles, and pertinents, 
caſualties, juriſdictions, privileges, and others whatſomever belonging to the ſame, 
to the effect her Majeſty might diſpone to her Majeſty's right, truſtee, and well- be- 
loved couſin and counſellor James earl of Morton, his heirs and ſucceſſors what- 
ſomever, the ſaid earidom, lordſhip, iſles, lands, milns, offices, juriſdictions, 


caſualties, and other above-mentioney, or any other part thereof, and that in ſuch: 


manner as may moſt effectually preſerve the ſame <0 the ſaid earl and his forefaids, 
for ſupport of the family of Morton, redeemable by her Majeſty, and her royal! 
ſucceſſors, on payment of 30,000 pounds ſterling, extending to 26,000 pounds 
Scots money ; and that in due and competent form, to be holden all and ſundry 
the foreſaid earldom, lordſhip, iſles, lands, milns, burghs, tiends, patronage, offices, 
juriſdictions, caſualties, and others above. written, with the pertinents, to the ſaid 
James earl of Morton, and his foreſaids, of her Majeſty and her royal ſucceffors, 
giving yearly the ſaid James earl of Morton and his forcſaids, to her ſaid 

I. 2 Majeſty 
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Majeſty and her royal ſucceſſors, during the not redemption for all and ſundry the 
forefaid earldom, iſles, holms, udell-lands, and other lands, milns, burghs, teinds, 
patronages, offices, juriſdictions, and others above-mentianed, with the pertinences, 
the ſum of 6000 pounds Scots money, at two terms in the year, Whitſunday and 
Martinmaſs, be equal portions in name of few farm, with the double of the ſaid 
few duty at the entry of every heir, and adminiſtration of juſtice to all and ſundry 
her Majeſty's leidges, in the aforeſaid offices, as accords with the ſum of 1600 
pounds Scots money, to the miniſters of Orkney, or ſuch other ſums as are or ſhall 
be modified by way of augmentation to the ſaid miniſters out of the tiends above 


diſponed, at the terms of payment uſed and wont for all other burden, exaction, 


queſtion, demand, or ſecular ſervice, which may be any way aſked or required 
forth of the ſaid earldom, lordſhip, iſles, lands, offices, juriſdictions, aud others 
above mentioned, during the not redemption, reſerving all hawks pertaining to her 

majeſty, with the faulconaries, ſalaries, and other caſualties to them belonging, 
conform to former cuſtoms uſed and wont; and laſtly, her Majeſty, with advice 
and conſent foreſaid, declared and ordained the right to be granted by her majeſty 
and her royal ſucceſſors to the ſaid earl and his foreſaids, of the premiſſes diſſolved 
to the effect and in manner foreſaid, to be alſo valid and effectual, as if the ſame 
had never been annexed to the crown and patrimony thereof, and as the ſaid 
earldom, lordſhip, iſles, lands, and others foreſaid were there particularly enu- 
merate about the ſame, be not ſo done, whereanent her Majeſty with advice and 
conſent foreſaid, by the ſaid act of Diſſolution, has diſpenced for ever, and her 
Majeſty with advice and conſent foreſaid ſtatutes and declares, that the ſaid act of 
Diſſolution ſhould have the full force ard ſtrength of any former act of Diſſolution 
paſt in the beft form with all clauſes needful; and reſcinded. and repelled the fore- 
ſaid acts of parliament paſt in the ſaid years 1612 and 1669, and all other acts 
annexing the foreſaid earldom of Orkney and lordſhips of Zetland, iſles, lands, 
offices, Juriſdictions, and others, particularly and generally abovementioned, to the 
crown, and the heall heads, articles, and clauſes thereof, in ſo far as the fame might 
be hurtful and prejudicial to the foreſaid act of Diſſolution, and rights to follow 
thereon, declaring always, that the right and juriſdiction of admiralty is not therein 
comprehended as the ſaid act of Diſſolution more fully proports. Therefore and 
in proſecution of the ſaid act of parliament, and eſpecially that her Majeſty may 
give a mark of her royal juſtice and favour to the ſaid James earl of Morton and 
his family, for preſerving the ſame, our ſaid ſovereign lady, with advice and con- 
ſent of her majeſty's right truſty and entirely beloved couſins and counſellors 
James duke of Queenſberry, her Majeſty's high commiſſioner of her antient king- 
dom of Scotland, James earl of Scafield lord high chancellor of the ſaid kingdom, 
James marquis of Montroſe preſident of her Majeſty's privy council, James earl of 
Galloway, Archibald earl of Forfar, David earl of Glaſgow lord treaſurer depute, 
William lord Roſs, and Mr, Francis Montugumery of Giffan, lords commiſſioners 
of her Majeſty's treaſury, comptrollers and treaſury of new augmentation ; and alſo 
with the ſpecial advice and conlent of the lords and others commiſſioners of her 
majeſty's exchequer of the forſaid kingdom, ordains a charter to be paſt and exped, 
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under her majeſty's great ſeal of the kingdom of Scotland, in due form, giving, 
granting, ſelling, annalizing, and in few firm diſponing like as her majeſty, by 
theſe preſents, gives, grants, ſets, annalizes, and diſpones, in few farm, and for 
her majeſty, and her royal ſucceſſors, with conſent foreſaid, perpetually confirms to 
the ſaid James earl of Morton, and his heirs male whatſomever ſucceeding to him 
in his honour and dignity, whilks failing to his heirs and aſſignies whatſomever 
heritable, with and under the reverſion and redemption after ſpecified, all and heall 
the ſaid earldom of Orkney and lordſhip of Zetland, lying within the ſaid kingdom 


of Scotland, with all and ſundry the lands, lordſhips, regalities, barronies, iſles, 


caſtles, towers, fortalicies, manner places, houſes, biggings, yeards, orchards, parks, 
ferms, milns, miln lands, multers, knaveſhips, woods, fiſhings as well of ſalmon 
as of other fiſhes in frefh and ſalt water, freedoms, graſſums for entries, towns, 
burghs, arents, ferm duties, few farms, together with all and ſundry lands called 
Udell-lands, lying within the ſaid earldoms, lordſhip, and ifles of the ſame, with 
all and ſundry privileges, caſualties, and commodities whatſomever pertaining there 
unto, either by ſea or land, with tenants, tenantries, ſervice of free tenents, as well 


to teinds bourgh as land teindsg great and ſmall, parſonage and vicarage teind 


duties, advocations, donations, and right of patronage of kirk and chaplanarie, 


alterages and prebendries, within the ſaid earldom and lordſhip, iſles, udell-lands, 


and others thereto belonging ; together likewiſe with the heritable oftice of juſti- 
ciary ſherriffſhip, or ſtewartſhip, baillicarie and founderſe within the ſaid earldom 
and lordſhip, iſles, and others foreſaid, belonging to the ſeamen, with wrack and 


ware, together with all and ſundry privileges, liberties, fees, caſualties, and other 


commodities whatſoever belonging to the ſaid office of juſticiary, ſheriffſhip or 


ſtuartſhip, bailliearie and founderie, or any of them, with full power to the ſaid 
James earl of Morton and his foreſaids, to ſet, affix, affirm, hold and continue 


juſticiar, ſherriff, or ſteuart baillie, and foundery courts at whatſomever place or 


places within the heall bounds of the ſaid earldom, lordſhip, iſles, lands, and others 


forſaid, moſt convenient for that effect, and to make, create, and conſtitute, juſtice, 


ſherriff, ſtewart, baillie, and foundary deputes, with clarks, procurator, fiſcalls, 


officers, ſerjants, dempſters, and other members of court, needful for holding the 
ſaid juſticiar, ſheriff, ſtewart, baillie, and foundery courts within the heal] bounds 


of the ſaid earldom, lordſhip, ifles, and lands, and other above written, pertaining. 


thereto, and to do every other thing neceſſary and requiſite there anent, as fully and 
freely in all reſpects as any other juſticiar, ſheriff, ſteuart, baillie, or foundery 
within the ſaid kingdom of Scotland, iſles of Orkney and Zetland, has done or 


may do by virtue of their office, at any time by gone, or to come. Like as his 


majeſty, with conſent foreſaid, by theſe preſents, gives, grants, and diſpones to the 
ſaid James earl of Morton, and his foreſaids, in all time comming her right of the 
few. and other duties, caſualties, and ſervices of all and ſundry the heritable vaſſals 
and others within the ſaid earldom, lordſhip, iſles, lands, and others foreſaid, with 
full and ſole power to the ſaid James earl of Morton, and his foreſaids, in het 
majeſty's place, as remaining itil] their immediate ſuperior to enter and receive the 
ſaid heritable vaſſals, who now actually hold of her Majeſty, and the crown, and 
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of the earl of Orkney, and do not now hold of her majeſty; it is alſo with full 
power and free liberty to the ſaid vaſſals who now hold of her Majeſty to return 
and take their holdings of the ſaid earl of Morton and his foreſaids, as before they 
held the ſame of the earls of Orkney, in their option, together with all right, title, 
intereſt, claim of right, property, and poſſeſſion, petitor and poſſeſſor, with her 
majeſty, her predeceſſors or ſucceſſors had, as or any ways may have, alk, claim, 
or pretend, to the ſaid earldom, lordſhip, udell lands, teinds, patronages, milns, 
offices, and others, above diſponed, with the pertinents, or to the few duties, maills, 
fairms, carne, cuſtoms, caſualties, ſervices, profits, and other duties of the ſame, 
1 for the terms of Whitſunday and Martinmas 1707 years, and that for the crop and 
_ year of God 1707 foreſaid, and of all years and terms thereafter to come, during 
be = the not-redemption under-written, by reaſon of ward non-entry, relief eſchet, eſcheat = 
q life rent, for faultry diſclamation, baſterdie laſt aire, laſt aire allination, of the 3 
whole, or moſt part, reduction of infeftments, ſeaſons, and retours, not ſhewing of 
holdings, not payment of by gone duties, want of confirmation, or by virtue of 2 
whatſoever acts of annexation, acts of parliaments, laws, ſtatutes, or conſtitutions, 24 
made or to be made, or any other manner of way, right, or title whatſomever, Z 
—_— cauſe, deed, fact, or . occaſion, preceding the date of their preſents, renouncing, 
3} 48 | transfering, and over-giving the heall right of the premiſes, during the not-re- 
* BY Z demption under-written, to and in favour of the ſaid James earl of Morton, and 
| BY his foreſaids, with all power to him and them, to purſue and ſuit the right and 
benefit of the heall premiſes, and to aſk, crave, receive, intromet with, and uplift 
the heall few duties, mealls, farms, kains, cuſtoms, caſualties, ſervices, profits, and 
15 other duties above diſponed, and to grant gifts, taſks, aſſignations, tranſlations, and 
1 | other rights and conveyances thereof, or of any part of the ſame, and to call and 
TH | purſue therefore as accords, compon, tranſact and agree there anent, and to grant 
1 acquittances, renunciations, and diſcharges thereof, Which ſhall be ſufficient to the 
15 receivers, and generally all and ſundry other things in and concerning the premiſes 
8 | to do, uſe, and exerſe ſuch like, and as fully in all reſpects as her Majeſty, or any 
= of her royal predeceſſors or ſucceſſors have done, might have done, or may do 
themſelves: And further, her Majeſty has united, created, erected, and incorporated, 
and by theſe preſents, for herſelf and her highneſſes ſucceſſors, with conſent afore- 
ſaid, unites, creates, erects, and incorporates, all and ſundry the foreſaid lands, lord- 
ſhip, towns, udell lands, ifles, teinds, and others, foreſaid caſtles, towers, fortalicies, 
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maner, places, woods, graſſums, fiſhings, milns, milnlands, yeards, orchards, parks, 


femes, fore entries, towns, burghs, offices, patronages, and others above ſpecified, 


with the pertinents, in an heall and free earldom and lordſhip, and baronie, with 
the privilege of juſticiary, ſherriffſhip, or ſtuartrie, balliarie, or foundery re- 
ſpective to be called now, and in all time coming, the earldom of Olkney and 
lordſhip of Zetland, and her Majeſty wills and grants, and for her Majeſty and 
her royal ſucceſſors, with conſent foreſaid, deſcerns and ordains, that an ſeiſine, 
now to be taken by the ſaid James earl of Morton, and his heirs male above. 
mentioned, which failing as ſaid, is in all time coming, at the Caſtle of Kirkwall, 
or upon any part of the ground of the ſaid lands, earldom and lordſhip, ſhall ſtand, 
and be a valid and ſufhcient ſeaſine to him and them for the ſaid haell earldom, 
lordſhip, lands, baronies, iſles, udell lands, milns, teinds, tacks, patronages, offices, 
and others reſpective, particularly and generally above written, with the heall per- 
tinants thereof, notwithſtanding that the ſame be of divers names and deFgnations, 
and that the ſame lies not contiguous together, but in ſeparate iſles, where anent, 
her Majeſty has diſpenced, and be theſe preſents, with conſent foreſaid, diſpenſes 
for ever: Providing always, like as it is hereby provided and declared, and {hall 


be provided and declared, by the charter and infeftment to follow hereon, that it 


ſhall be leiſom, leiſome and lawfull to her Majeſty, and her royal ſucceſſors, at any 
terms of Whitſunday or Martinmas, hereafter following ; upon the premonition of 
60 days preceding to be made to the ſaid James earl of Morton, and his foreſaids, 
perſonally at their dwelling places, in preſence of a notar, and witneſſes, to redeem 
the foreſaid earldom of Orkney and lordſhip of Zetland, by real payment making 
to the ſaid James earl of Morton, and his foreſaids, of the ſaid full ſum of 30, ooo 
pounds ſterling money; upon payment of which, the ſaid James earl of Morton, 
and his foreſaids, ſhall be holden and obliged to renounce in favour of her Majeſty, 
and her royal ſucceſſors, all right and title they have, or can pretend to, the ſaid earl- 
dom and lordſhip, in ail time thereafter, any manner of way whatſomever, with 
this expreſs condition and proviſion always, that until the ſum be ſo redeemed and 


duly declared, the ſaid earl of Morton, and his foreſaids, ſhall bruck, enjoy, and 
poſſeſs, the ſaid earldom and lordſhip, and others thereunto pertaining and belong- 


ing above written, with the haill maills, few duties, and other duties, profits, and 
ſervices,- and caſualties thereof in the ſame way and manner as if the ſame had 
been diſponcd heritable and irredeemably, and ſhall be no ways accomptable for 


his intermiſſions therewith, nor ſhall the fame be imputed in payment of the fore- 


ſaid principal fum, as alſo that the rents and few duties of the year wherein the 
ſaid redemption ſhall be declated, and all caſualties which do then fall and-heall 
benefit aud profit thereof, ſhall pertain and belong to the ſaid James earl of Morton, 
to be holden, and to be held all and ſundry the foreſaid carldom of Orkney and 
lordſhip of Zetland, lands, baronies, iſles, udell lands, milns, tiends, kirks, patro- 
nages, offices, and others above diſponed, with the pertinents united and erected 
as {aid is to the ſaid James earl of Morton, and his foreſaids, during the not-re- 
demption, of our faid ſovereign lady, and her royal ſucceſſors, in tree earldom, 
lordſhip, and Þbaronie, with juſticiary, ſhernfifhip, ſtuartrie and bailliarie, and 
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foundery, and heall liberties and privileges thereof, in few farm, fee and heritage, 
tor ever, be all right, meiths and marches thereof, old and divided, as the ſame 


lye in the length and breadth, in houſes, biggings, moſſes, muirs, foreland, pal- 


tourages, miln, multers, knaveſhips, hunting, hawking, fiſhing, coal, coalhoughs, 
cunnings, cuningars, doves, doyecats, court plant, herizeta, blood wits, with fork- 


tals, thole thurne, wrack ware, infang thef, utfang thef, pit and gallows, with all 
and ſundry other privileges, liberties, commodities, eaſements, common palturage, 


treeiſh, and entric, and others, as well not named as named, under the earth as 


above, well and in peace, but any reverſion, or again calling whatſomever : Giving 


therefore yearly the ſaid James earl of Morton and his foreſaids, and his heirs male 
whatſomever, ſucceeding to him in his honour and dignity, which failing, his heirs 
and aſſignies whatſomever, during the not redemption above written, to our ſovereign 
lady and royal ſucceſſors, for all and ſundry the foreſaid earldom, lordſhip, baronics, 
iſles, udell lands, and other lands, milns, tiends, tacks, patronages, offices, and 


others, above diſponed, with the pertinents, unite, and incorporate, as ſaid is, the 


tum of 6000 pounds Scats, at two terms in the year, Whitſunday and Martinmas, 
be equal portions, in os of few farm duty, with the double of the ſaid few 
farm at the entry of every heir to the ſaid earldom, lordſhip, iſles, and others 
foreſaid, and adminiſtration of juſtice, to all and ſundry her Majeſty's liedges in the 


foreſaid offices as accords, with the ſum of 1,600 pounds to the miniſters of Orkney, 


or ſuch other ſum or ſums as are or ſhall be modified by way of augmentation to 
the ſaid miniſters, out of the teinds above diſponed, at the terms of payment uſed 
and wont, together with the hawks belonging to her Majeſty, and the falconers 
fallaries conform to formed cuſtom uſed and wont; for- All other burden, exaction, 
queſtion, demand, or ſecular ſervices, which may any way be aſked or required 
furth of the ſaid earldom, lordſhip, iſles, lands, offices, juriſdictions, tiends, and 


others above-mentioned ; and laſtly, her Majeſty faithfully promiſes on the word of 


a princeſs, to cauſe ratify theſe preſents charter and ſeaſon to follow thereupon in 
the preſent or the next ſeſſion of this her majeſty's current parliament, or any other 
enſuing parliament, for doeing whereof, the foreſaid charter ſhall be a ſufficient 


warrant ; and that the ſaid charter be further extended in the beſt and moſt ample 


form, containing precepts of ſeaſin, and all other clauſes ; and that precepts be 
orderly direct hereupon in form, as effeirs given at her Majeſty's court of Ken- 


ſington, the 1ſt day of February, 1706-7, and of her Majeſty's reign the 5th year, 
Ot ſupra ſcribitur Ax NE R.; et ſubſcribitur Queenſberrie, commilſioner; Seafield, 


canſeller; Montroſe et Gallaway, Forfar; Glaſgow et Montgomerie, Mar.; 8. 
Loudon, S. Weems, Northeſk, Leven, Cys James Murray, Archi. * 
John * comps, ten marks. 
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The old Country As or Abridgements thereof, 


AQ 3 HAT the bailie in rofl pariſh concur and aſſiſt in the diſciplic of 
the kirk and execution thereof, | 
2. That none miſcarry or lay down the croſs under the penalty of ten pounds 
Scots, totious quotibus. 

That all weights and meaſures be yearly adjuſted, marked, and obſerved, con- 
form to the ſeveral acts made there anent, under the pains of ten pounds, and 
doubling thereof as often as contravined. 

4. That all thiggers of wool, corn, fiſh, and others, be apprehended wherever 
they come, by any that can find them, and to put them in firmance, to be puniſhed 
with the ſtocks and joggs; and that none receive them in their houſes, nor give 
them hoſpitality or ſervice, under the pain of ten pounds, 79, gu. 

Annent deſtroying of ravens, corbies, &c. in manner and under the pains in 
the act of parliament made there anent, 

6. That good neighbourhood be obſerved and keeped by timdus and ſufficient 
bigging of decks, and putting up of grinds and paſſages, keeping aud cloſing the 
jame ; and that none big up accuſtomed grinds or 7 5 through towns, or any 
way cloſe up the king's high road, under the pain of ten pounds; that all decks be 
_ ſufficiently built before the laſt of March, ſo as all cattle may be kept without decks 
from the time that the labouring begins; and whatſoever perſon ſhall wilfully allow 


their cattle to tread upon their neighbours ploughed land or meadows, before the 


firſt of May, ſhall pay for each ſwine ten ſhillings, for each ſheep two ſhillings, 
for each horſe, m mare, or colt fix ſhillings ; doubling the ſaid pains after the firſt of 
May, beſides payment of the damages ; and that they pay forty ſhillings for each 


winter ſlop found in their decks after the firſt of May : That whoever neglects to 


cloſe the grinds, or breaks down, and goes over decks, ſhall pay for each time they 
do ſo forty ſhillings Scots, beſides the damages; that all within one deck keep good 
neighbourhood to others, by thetering, herding, and folding, as well by day as by 
night, and not to paſture upon, or overlay others with their cattle, nor unlawfull 
hurd and drive upon others, under the pain of forty ſhillings for each fault, to. gz. 
beſide damages; and that none have more {wine than effeiring to their land labour- 
ing; and that none have ſwine paſturing upon their neighbours land, meadows, graſs, 
commonalty and paſturage, neither within or without decks, chat hath no ſwine 
paſturing upon them, and that they keep their ſwine upon their own ground under 
the pain of ten pounds, by and attour the damages, and that building, punding, 
and hurding, be uſed in lawful way before or a little after ſun- ſetting, and that none 
ſcare, hurd, or brack up their neighbours punds and buills, under the pain of ten 
pounds befide damages. 


7. That none go into other mens holms or iſles under the pain of ten pounds 


for the firſt fault, twenty pounds for the ſecond, and for the third to be repute 
as thieves, and Proſecute accordingly ; moreover, by act the 3d of July, 1628, 
chat 


* 
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that the ſaid penalties be exacted, and the one-half thereof to be. delivered to the 
judge, and the other half to the dilaters or ownere of the holms. 

8. That none keep ſheep-dogs but ſuch as are appointed or allowed by the ſheriff 
or baillie, with the advice of the ſpecial honeſt men in the pariſh, whoſe names "F 

are to be recorded in the court books, and each of them to be anſwerable for their 1 
actings; and that none run after ſheep with a dog unaccompanied, or take in and 
kill any until firſt ſhewing the mark to a rancellman, or other honeſt man, under the 
pain of ten pounds Scots money for the firſt fault, beſides payment of damages, 
and doubling the ſaid pain for the ſecond, and for the third fault to be a point of 
dity, and the contraviners to be holden and repute as thieves, and diſcharged to 
uſe or keep a ſheep- dog, in all times coming; and that none mark. lambs or row 
ſheep where there: is different. owners in the flock, but at the fight of. ſuflicient "= 
| aden under the Pains forefaid ; moreover, if any perſon. ſhall uſe a ſheep-dog, 
and run theretrith after his own ſheep amongſt thoſe of his neighbours, unac- | 
e mpanied mark; row, or take home, any without ſhewing the ſame as aforeſaid, 
ſhall pay for the ſirſt fault four angels; for the ſecond, fix angels; and for the third, 
or at any time under the cloud of night, ſhall be holden and Lehne a common 
thief, and puniſhed accordingly. 
That none blood, hurt, or mutilate their neighbours nolt, ſheep, or r horſes, 
bude the pain of ten pounds Scots, beſide payment of damages. 

10. That all dogs in the reſpective pariſhes be tryed yearly by the baillie or by 
the rancellmen, and other honeſt men in the pariſhes ; and if any be found to have 
dogs that take, or may take ſheep, who are not allowed to keep ſheep-dogs, ſhall 
pay according to the former act, and the dogs fo found to be hanged, and all run- 

ing dogs to be diſcharged, under the pain of forty ſhillings, to be paid by the 
owner of the dog, 70, yu. and the dog to be hanged. 

11. That the rancel]men' be yearly ſworn and examined, or as 9375 as needfull, 
and give an account to the, ſheriff or bailie anent their diligence ; and that they 
ſee all wool-ſkins, heads, and marks whatſomever; and that they ſec all cloths and 
ſtockings made of wool, and compare the ſame with the ſtock of the makers; and 
all lines and tomes made of horſe-hair, and keep accounts thereof ; and that they 
take up inventories from Smiths and Webſters of all work wrought by them; and 
that none refuſe rancelling, or to give up inventories, or quarrel, or offend at ran- 

celling, under the pain to be repute and puniſhed as thieves» | 
12. That none fee or ſeduce another man's ſervant, except they bz coed of 
their maſters, or that they have diſcharged them forty days before a lawful term ; 
and that none receive ſuch fervant who are not free of their ſervice, nor give them 
hoſpitality, nor entertain them, nor flit them either by land or ſea; nor are they 
to be received, nor entertained, though free, into any other, pariſh, without, a teſti- 
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monial ; and that none keep in their honſes idle women, vagabonds, or houſefolk, 
nor let houſes to ſuch, under the pain of ten pounds, . gu. _ - 
. 13. At, Auguſt, 1630, ratifying the former act, forbidding any perſon to marry 
1 and ſet up houſe uber has not forty pounds, Scots of free gear, or ſome lawful 
4 trade to live by; and that none ſet howſe or Hand to ſuch perſons under the pain 
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DESCRIPTION OF ZETLAND. 83 
of ten pounds ſaid money; and that none ſeduce, fakes, or tranſport, any other 
man's ſon, daughter, or ſervant, forth of the Wen under the pain of one 
hundred pounds Scots money. | 

14. That none ride, labour, or i uſe, any other man's Hole Filhbt liberty of the 
owner, under the pains following, viz. without in the pariſh where the owner dwells, 
to pay four marks to the ſheriff or baillie, and other four marks to the delators or 
informers; and from one pariſh to another to double, trible, and quadruple, the 
foreſaid pain effierent to the pariſhes he paſſes through; and that none cut away 
other man's horſe-tail or main, under the pain of ten pounds; moreover, 3d of 


September, this act ratified, and the contraveners thereof the 2d or 3d time to be 


pon as thieves. 


That none hide nor conceal any kind of theft, ſorcery, witchcraft, riots, 
blogs, or other injury, and prejudices done, but ſhall delate and report the fame 
to their bailie, as they will eſchew to be OP as partakers thereof, and Pute 
according to law. 

16. That the bailie in each pariſh take order without the trying ni adjuſting 
of biſmers, with the ſtoups, cans, and other mets and nieaſures, Under the pains 
contained in the act of parliament; and that a liſpound upon the biſmer uſed for 
receiving of rent butter, and other merchandize bought and ſold, be 28 pound, 
or one quarter of an hundred weight, allowed by law in all grocery ware; and 
that the can wherein the rent oil is meaſured, as alſo that uſed in buying and ſelling, 
contain one Scots quart and a mutchkin of water, and no more. That the ell on 
which all coarſe cloth, linen, and ſtuffs! are meaſured, be 3 feet 1 inch, or 37 
inches long; and that the ell called the Webſters ell be 3 feet 4 inches, or 40 
n long, on which only unſcored cloth is meaſured. 

. That none row ſheep on Sunday, under the pain of ten pounds. | 

by 1 That none meddle with other mens goods or gear at their own hand, under 


pretence of alledged debt, eſpecially the goods in their own keeping, under che 


pu of ten pounds Scots, beſides reſtoring of the goods with their profits. 
That none buy victual in wholeſale,” and retail it at a greater price before 
publication of eight days warning, under the pain of 40 pounds Scots, fo. gr. 
20. That no brewer {ell ale dearer, nor effierent to the price of the malt; and 


that it be ſufficient drink and meaſure, under the pain of contiſcarion, 


21. That none mix ale, beer, or wine, under the pain of confiſcation. 
22. That bounds bave no more perſons in their families than effierent to their 
eſtates and land labouring, and that they put one or more of them to another 
maſter, that needs ſervants, conform to the ancient forme of the country. 

23. That none delve till take on paſture upon their neighbours land or graf, 
under the pain of 10 pounds Scots, beſide the payment of damages. : 
6-7 That none repair to feaſts uncalled, under the pain of 40 ſhillings Slots 

That poinded goods be looſed within ſix hours after adverelſement, and the 
fare latisfied, under the pain of 40 ſhillings Scots; and being adyertiled,” denies? 


the goods, ſhall pay 6 pounds Scots; or if ey! take them DOT at t their ova, 
hand, ſhall pay 10 pound Scots. 2 a PE 19. 
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26. That none remove from land or houſes of their own accord, or ſhall. de- 


moliſh or take away any thing belonging thereto, although furniſhed by IPO 
under the pain of 20 pounds beſide payment of the damage. 


2% That all perſons have ſufficient corn yard dykes; and that no corn minds 


be malle for corn eaten within corn yards, except where more than one is con- 
cerned in the yard; he that hath the inſufficient deck muſt pay the other's damage; 
as alſo for all marks the owner whereof muſt pay the damage. 
So at none libb any beaſt upon Sunday, under the pain of 20 pounds Scots. 
. Thar all blocds and riots be aſſithed according to juſtice, | 
= That all briggs and common paſſages be kept in repair *. the, perſons uſed 
to repair them, under the pain of 10 pounds. 


31. That none uſe ſtaff biſmers, nor any other, ſave ſuch as are adjuſted and 


marked to buy and ſell on, under the pain of 20 pounds Scots, 
32. That every ſeatald have a ſufficient. pund, under the pain of 10 pound Scots. 
. That none uſe muſel bait, or other bait, but ſuch as all or the moſt part of 
\ Ws iſhers have, under the pain of 10 pounds; and that none fiſh with haddock 


| Ines within voes, from Belton to Marls, or fo long as they can draw hadocks on 


hand lines, under the like pain of 10 pounds Scots; and that none taike bait, nor 
cut jany in another man's ebb, under the like pain of 10 pounds. 

34. That all perſons living in neighbourhood, keep order, law, and good neigh⸗ 
bourhood, in tilling, labouring, and manuring the ground, conform to the ancient 
cuſtom formerly obſerved, under the pain of 12 pound Scots, and failing therein, 
to be put from land labouring, and ordered tgAervice. 

35. That all horſes belonging eil Fulſcalders or inſcalders, oppreſſing and 
overlaying the neighbourhogdyÞe inſtantly removed, after due advertizement 
given to their owners, dt the kirk doors RENE the pain of being confiſcat and 
eſcheat to the king 5 

36. That peſſe contemptuouſly paſtonn upon: puves flawes, c cut floſs, or eaſt peats; 
in their peighbours ſcatald, under the the pain of 10 pounds Scots, nor that any 

cut As before Lammas-day, 3 in their own ſcatald, and due advertiſing, the neigh- 


Surs of the ſcatald, under the pain of 40 ſhillings Scots, to. qu. and that none 


have more {wine than four upon a lait of land over Winter, vnder the pain of 10 
pounds. 

37. That none keep ſear ſheep, except it be in the holms or niſſes, dickt in 
3 belonging to themſelves, under the pain of 10 pounds 5 Scots, and forfeiture 
of the ſheep, after ſix months advertiſement. 

38. That none bring nor teather their horſes within the duks of Kirktowns, under 


the pain of 40 ſhillings Scots, for each time they do fo, without 3 5 aſked and 


granted, 
9. That the biſhop of each pariſh, with twelve honed men there, ride the 
marches of the pariſh, betwixt the 2ſt of October and the laſt of April, yearly, 


or when required thereunto by the Scatalders, under the pain of 40 pounds. 


40. That each biſhop have the heal country acts authentikly extracted under 
the Revart clerks hands, and cauſe read at leaſt the abreyiate thereof in their biſhop 


| n 


SY 
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courts twice a year, or once at leaſt, that none may pretend ignorance of the ſame 
and take true tryal of the breaches thereof, and cauſe poynd for the ſame, 
and that they find. caution for what part- thereof may be due to the ſheriff,” or 
pror fiſcal in his name, and deliver the ſame to the ſheriff at the head court, 
under the pain of deprivation; and that each biſhop have an authentic court book, 

wherein all their acts and proceſs of court ſhall be written and ſet down, and that 
the ſame be produced to each clerk at the circuit courts kept in the pariſh, under 
the pain of deprivation. 

41. That none go to ſea, or be employed about fiſhing, from fun ſet on Saturday 
nights till after fun riſing on Monday morning, nor travel by ſea or land about 
their ſecular affairs or buſineſs, or any other way imployed therein on the Sabath-day, 
except in works of neceſlity and merey, under the pain of 10 pounds Scots, by 
and attour the penalties and puniſhments ordained © by law againſt all ſabath- 
breakers i. © — 1 9 


The Ferry Praughts in ZETLAND, on the Zaſi Side. 


A 6 oar A 4 oar 
boat. boat. 
Scots. Scots. 


10 6 
4 1 


11 
#70} 1:10 


From Unſt to Tetlor — — — 
Unſt to Yeall over Blooma found — 
Uya ſound to Refirth — — m — 
U ya found to Burravoe Yell — — 
Fetlor to Refirtn —— 

Fetlor to Burravoe Yell — — 
Burravoe Yell to Burnes, or Tofit 
Bur ravoe to Ollaberrie, to No-Roo, the ſame — 
Burravoe to Maviſgrind 
Ulſta to Tofit _— 
Weſt Sandwick to Ollaberſe, No-koo or eons. 
Weſt Sandwick to Maviſgrind 
No-koo to Maviſgrind — 

Ollaberſe to Maviſgrind — 
Burravoe to Boatſroum 33 
Burravoe to Luna c 
Burravoe to Simbeſter —— — 

Sullom to Scatſta, 28. from Ollaberry to Buranes 
Burneſs Swimſter, or Deall, to Lunor — 

Collafirth to Lunna 
Luna to Widlen 

Luna to Whalſay. Whalſay Sound, 4 ſhillings 

Whalſay to Laxvoe, Buliſter, or ERP — 

Whalſe v to Reo oh : 
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” 918 2 | '? 2 HOTTER! + ay x on 5 g TIT, ths Th 78 N 10 $69, A 
ws | e 12 B 2091907 ane . 513: 19 18 Scots. 
F m Wballay to reel 1 ine ei 125691 
. Voaſſay to Lerwicx — — Geil üs; 
; \ Catfirth to Letwick-\ void Oli: heed 0175 115 Lge 5: 
Vaſſay or Catfirth to Laxfirth — Rh: Ra 1.275 | 
Ihe common. fare over Braſſay Sound, is — — 

Laxfirth to Lerwick — — ui H e 
Brewick, or Cold Clift, to en — — 15 
Lerxwick to Quarf 1 IS —— 11 111 

Lerwick to Ochraquoy — — 10 ns 

Lerwick to Aith 5 + — — — "ey 4 4 | 
Lerwick to Sands Aire — — — 1 10 

Lerwick to Dunrofſneſs — MESS Ps 

Cuningſburgh to Sands Aire — — — 

Hoſewick to Levenwick. — — _ 
On the Weſt Side. — | 
HEME bog 
oat, boa: 
WI Scots. Scots. 
From Spgga to Houſs — — — — 11011 4 
Houſs to Scallaway — — — _ 10 6 

Bigtown to Houſs — — — 1 41 18 

Mawick to Houſs — — — 5 

Quarf to Scallaway — — — 10 6 

Scallaway to Uſtaneſs _ — — — 10 6 

Scallaway to Sand, or Rewick — — — 18 12 

Scallaway to Bixſeter — — ee 

Scallaway to Valay _ — = wi} 10 

Sarlavoe, or Gruten to Valay 8 = 15 10 1 

Valay to Papaſtour — — — 14 18 

Papa Sound — — 8 6 

Pans to Eſhaneſs, or Helwick — — — 1 4 18 

Papa to Nounſburgh, or Scater — — 18 | 12 

Papa to Buſta | — 116|1 4 

Buſta to Hilſwick, and from Hilſwick to Marruend — I 4 18 

Hilſwick to Hamer, 4 ſhillings, to Guneſter, 6 p. — 

Buſta to Olnafirth, Gonfirth, or Papa Little — — 10 6 

Buſta to Aith, or Brioafiter — l „ er 12 

Buſta to Sandneſs. — — ann b 4 


The land fares in Zetland is, for horſe-hire, one ſhilling Scots, the mile, and 
ſomething to the boy; for a poſt with a letter one Kalligg, . money, . mile out, 
or for carrying any light burden the ſame. Fe 


— 
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Country Act anent Parocbial Schools. 


AT Lerwick, the 14th of November, 1724, anent propoſals for erecting paro- 
chial ſchools. in Zetland, in preſence of Thomas Gifford of Buſta, ſtuart and juſticiar 
depute of Zetland, fitting in judgement, the whole heritors in Zetland preſent 

EE: by themſelves or their proxies, of which propoſals the tenor follows in theſe words: 
— Propoſals unto the gentlemen heritors of Zetland, anent ſettling parochial' ſchools 


- there, as law provides. As it is not unknown to any of you, that there is no 
= legal ſchool ſettled in any pariſh of this country, ſo there is none can pretend 
Z ignorance of the Jaws and acts of parliament made thereanent, whereby it is or- 
dered and ſtrictly obſerved throughout the whole kingdom of Scotland, that a 
ö legal ſchool be erected in each pariſh thereof, as particularly by act W. par. I. 
= | ſeſ. 6th. cha. 26. ratifying all former acts anent ſchools and ſchoolmaſters, by 
—_— which act the heritors of each pariſh are obliged to ſettle a fund for maintaining 
= | a ſchool not under 100 marks Scots money yearly, nor Exceeding 200 marks, ſaid 


money: and although that good and neceſſary law hath not yet obtained in this 
a= country, yet certainly we are no leſs bound to the oblervation thereof than any 
5 other place within the ſaid kingdom, nor can the ſame be ſuppoſed lefs neceſſary 
wt here than any where elſe ; nay, it is plainly obvious to any thinking perſon, that 
the groſs ignorance and immorality that doth every where abound here, is chiefly 
if not ſolely, owing to the want of that early education and inſtruction of children, 
not only in the knowledge of letters, but alſo in the principles of our holy religion, 
which a ſchool in each pariſh would in a great meaſure ſupply ; and to inſiſt upon 
the uſefulneſs and neceſſity of ſuch parochial ſchools were ſuperfluous, ſeeing it is 
not preſumable that any good man will either diſpute that, or refuſe to contribute 
his utmoſt reaſonable endeavours to propagate a work ſo pious and beneficial to — 
the country, for in whatever pariſh a legal ſchool is once ſettled, beſide the benefit 
of that ſchool; if the pariſh is diſcontiguous ſo as one ſchool cannot ſerve the 
whole pariſh, they are, upon a right repreſentation thereof, intitled to a ſchool 
from the ſociety for propagating of Chriſtian Knowledge, whereas the pariſh where 
no legal ſchool is ſettled has no title thereunto. Now the grand objection against 
erecting theſe legal ſchools in this country is, that the heritage, or land rent, in 
moſt pariſhes here, is fo inconſiderable, that the ſmall heritors are not able to 
ſupport' the charge thereof; for obviating of which difficulty, although it cannot 
be denied but the charge thereof will be a greater burden upon the ſmall heritors 
of Zetland, than upon moſt places in Scotland, yet conſidering the great benefit 
that may thereby arife to the poor inhabitants, it can be demonſtrate if the heritors 
are willing and ' unanimous, there is not a pariſh in Zetland but can afford one 
hundred marks yearly, without any great burden upon the heritors, according to 
this method, that ſeeing there is no certain valuation of land- rent here, let that fund 
for the ſchool be laid on in the ſame manner the ceſs is upon the marks of land, 
and the tenants to be the firſt advancers thereof, and the one half of what they 
advance to be allowed them out of the land rent; and thus there are ſome pariſhes in 
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„ APPENDIX TO THE HISTORICAL, 


Zetiand that by an impoſition of one ſhilling: Scots upon the markland will amount 
% upwaris of 1972 pounds Scots: other parts there are that at the rate of one 


Milling and fix pence laid money will ſurlie amount to 100 marks, ſo that it can be 


eit to the diſcretion of the heritors in each pariſh to proportion it upon the land 
3< they ſhall ſee cauſe, the quota not being under 100 marks yearly; and this 
deing agreeable to the method propoſed in the act of parliament, and common 
actice throughout the kingdom, it is expected it will take the better in this place, 
if any beiter method can he offered by any perſon or perſons for effectuating of 


eis pious and neceſſary deſign, let the ſame be produced to be conſidered of by all 


de gentlemen concerned, or any other needful amendments, and the fund being 
once ſettled, the direction thereof to be left to the beritors, miniſter, and kirk ſeſſion 
in each pariſh, to be improven to the beſt advantage for promoting the end 


thereby deſigned. T. G. 


; * 


Lerwick, November iztb, 1724, the above propoſals were read in open court, 
-he whole heritors preſent, who took the ſame to adviſeand on till to-morrow at 


en of the clock in the forenoon, being the 14th Cay of the ſaid month, the ſaid 


tay the heritors under ſubſcribing having deliberately conſidered the above pro- 
poſals, did unanimouſly go in thereunto, upon the conditions and under the re- 
itrictions following; viz. © that the fund above propoſed be levied out of thoſe 
lands commonly called King's Land, as well as the Udell land, by an equal pro- 
portion upon the marks of land ; and, 2dly, that the faid fund ſhould be under the 
direction of the heritors; and alſo the nomination of the ſchoolmaſtet, and ſcat of 


the ſchool in the reſpective pariſhes, ſhall be, with the ſpecial advice and conſent 
of the heritors ; and in cafe of any ſchoolmaſter being placed in any pariſh without 


conſent foreſaid, the heritors to be liberate from the payment of the fund above 


| Propoſed; the heritors alſo having power to preſent a fit perſon for collecting of 


the ſaid fund as proportioned upon the land by them in each pariſh ; and in teſti— 
mony whereof they did ſubſcribe the ſame with their hands, and craved an act of 
court thereupon; and that extracts thereof ſhould be tranſmitted to the ſeveral 
baillies and principal heritors in each miniſtrie ; ſubſcribed by Robert Sinclair, 
Laurence Bruce, James Mitchell, William Dick, Magnus Henderſon, Andrew 
Scott, George Pitcarne, Robert Cragie, Robert Bruce, William Bruce, Thomas 
Hendrie, Robert Sinclair, Join Laurence Stuart, Hector Scot, James Dunbar. 

The Judge having ſeen and conſidered the premiſes, and finding the gentlemen 
heritors above-mentioned had unanimouſly gone into the propoſals and method 
above laid down, for raiſing an annual fund in each pariſh in Zetland, for the 
maintenance of a ſchool] under the reſtrictions foreſaid; and that the ſaid fund may 
be made effectual in manner and for the end above propoſed, did interpoſe, and 


hereby interpoſe the authority of the Stuart Court of Zetland thereto, and ordains 


the ſame to be recorded in tne books thereof, and extratts of the ſame to be tranſ- 
mitted to the bailies and principal heritors of each pariſh; and in regard the right 


| honourable the earl of Morton's concurrence thereto is not yet obtained, that his 


lordſhip's tenants may not be diſtreſſed for payment of the ſaid fund until his 


conſent be procured ; and that for each extract, the clerk extractor be paid a crown- 


(Signed) T. G. extracted J. G. 
A Cem- 
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A Compend of the Country Acts for directing the Rancell 
Men, and Society for regulating of Servants, and Reformation 
of Manners, with their Inſtructions, | 


AT Burravoe, the 17th day of November, 172 6, 2 circuit court holden by 
Thomas Gifford, of Buſta, ſtuart and juſticiar depute of Zetland, there were ſeveral 
petitions from ſome of the kirk ſeſſions and heritors of Zetland preſented and read 
in open court, containing in ſubſtance the following words: 

That amongſt many, the efoſs fins and immoralities which abound: in Zetland, 
that of ſervants, unfaichfulneſs, negligence, and diſobedience to their maſters, 18 
none of the leaſt common, together with fabbath-breaking, curſing, ſwearing, 1gno- 
rance, irreligion, ſtealing, lying, adultery, fornication, malice, envy, covetoulnels, 
drunkenneſs, diſobedience to parents, and that abominable fewds betwixt huſband 
and wife, turning even to ſinful leparation with ſome, &c. are the juſt deſerving 


cauſes why a holy and fin-revenging God is juſtly provoked to inflict judgments 
upon this place, if a ſpeedy repentance and reformation be not ſet about by all 


perſons in their reſpective ſtations and capacities; and for the better effectuating ſuch 
neceſſary reformation, it may not be impertinent to condeſcend upon ſome of the 
moſt obvious cauſes of theſe abounding abominations to be conſidered of, and as 
far prevented for the future as. poſſible. As firſt, ignorance of God, and the prin- 
ciples of our holy religion, which leadeth magy into a contempt of and {lighting the 
goſpel and ordinances thereof. 2d, Fulneſs of bread and plenty, which the Lord 
hath been pleaſed to continue for ſome time, ſadly and ſinfully abuſed by the gene- 
rality of the ingratefull receivers thereof. 3d, Negligence: and ſlackneſs in the 
majeſtrate, the miniſter, the elder, the rancelman, and maſters of families, in the 
zealous, prudent, and conſcientious performance of their reſpective duties. 4th. 
Criminal neglect of parents in the education of their children; not a few ſuch un- 
natural parents there are, who do not only ſlight the opportunity good providence 
hath laid to their hands of having their children at leaſt taught to read the holy ſcrip- 
tures, but alſo are at no pains to have them trained up in the knowlege of our holy 
religion, nor to acquaint them with that honeſt labour and induſtry which might 
put them in a capacity to earn their bread, when grown up, and make them uſetul 
in the place where they live, it being rather the practice of many graceleſs parents 
by their evil example to poiſon their children with many vicious habits, or at leaſt 
to bring them up in ſloth and ignorance, allowing them to do what they pleaſe, 
and thereby not only ruining their children, but alſo bringing themſelves under the 
Quilt of perjury. | 5th, The frequent marriages of ſuch as have no. viſible ſtock 
whereupon to ſubſiſt, many young fellows having no ſooner got whole cloaths, but 
they imagine themſelves too genteel to ſerve, and being once married and ſet up 
for themſelves, they can live as they Jiſt ; and thus many ſuch are quickly reduced, 

either to extreme poverty,, or 1 to bad practices, whereby alſo a generation 
of dle beggars is produced; and the families of honeſt and induſtrious people are 
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reduced and brought low for want of ſervants. Theſe, and ſuch like, being the 
cauſes of many calamities already felt, and more yet feared by us; we moſt humbly 
beg the civil magiſtrate to take the fame under his moſt ſerious conſideration, and 


not only to cauſe the good laws againſt profaneneſs and immorality to be put to 


vigorous executions, but alſo ro make acts agreeable thereunto and adapted to the 
particular circumſtances of this country, for ſuppreſſing of fin and immorality, 
and promoting of piety and virtue, by inflicting of condign puniſhment upon all 


wilful tranſgreſſors of God's holy law, and thereby proving indeed a” terror to evil 


doers, and for a praiſe to theſe that do well. 
The ſaid ſtuart depute, having conſidered the foreſaid petitions and repreſentations, 
and finding the deſire thereof both reaſonable and neceſſary, is willing to do what 


in his power for putting the laws to due execution, conform to the will and tenor 


thereof, as far as is competent to him upon any juſt and regular application made 
to him for that end. But it appears evident, that the cauſe why tranſgreſſors of 
the law, and diſturbers of the peace paſs with 1 impunity is becauſe elders, rancelmen, 


and maſters of families, are negligent in their duty, as having the firſt inſpection 
of and daily acceſs to know the lives and manners of all perſons in their families 


and reſpective bounds, ſome of them being ignorant of the danger they incur by 
ſuch negle&, and others coniveing at the faults of thoſe .they are either unwilling 
or afraid to reprove, or inform againſt, fooliſhly imagining it ſafer to fin againſt 


God by their ſilence than to offend their fellow creature, and therefore do not only 


involve themſelves in the guilt of other people's fins, but alſo become guilty of 
that heinous ſin of perjury in acting perfidiouſly in the duties of their tation and 
office; for which cauſe, and that duch irregularities may be prevented as far as 
poſſible for the future, it appears abſolutely neceſſary that elders and rancelmen 
ſhould be ſtrictly enjoy ned by the reſpective judicatories of whom they hold their 
office, that they carefully and diligently perform the duties incumbent on them, 


conform to the ſolemn oaths they have come under ſo to do, and that under the 


pain of being proſecuted as perjured perſons, and puniſhed accordingly ; and for 


making the laws as intelligible as poſſible unto all perſons ſo far as relates to the 


moſt obvious immoralities that prevail in this place, the following acts and direc- 
tions are entered by authority of the ſaid ſtuart court, and ordained to be obſerved 
as founded upon and agreeable to the laws of this kingdom, and the old country 


Act 1. That no perſon or perſons within the country of Zetland travel by ſea or 


land upon a ſabbath- day about any fecular affairs, nor uſe any work, bulinels, or 


recreation, lawful on other days, fave in works of neceſſity and mercy, under the 
pain of four pounds Scots for the firſt fault, and eight pounds ſaid money for the 


ſecond, beſides ſatisfying the kirk for the ſcandal ; and thoſe that cannot pay, to 


be puniſhed i in their perſons, and if thereafter found guilty, to be proceeded againſt 
as the law directs, with the utmoſt rigour; and that each perſon wilfully ſitting at 
home from the kirk on the Lord's-day, or withdrawing from divine ſervice, who 
can give no good reaſon for their fo doing, ſhall pay for each time twenty ſhillings 
Scots, and ſuch as cannot pay to be puniſhed in their perſons; one-third of theſe 
fines to belong to the informer or proſecutor, and two-thirds to the poor. 

| 2, That 
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2. That all perſons within the pariſh punctually attend upon diets of catechifing, 
and family viſitation as appointed by the miniſter, under the pain of twenty ſhillings 
ſaid money, to be paid by each perſon abſent if they can give no reaſonable cauic 
for their abſence, the maſter or miſtreſs of the family being liable primo inflante for 
all perſons in the family, having recourſe againſt the oflenders; one-third of the 
fines to the prolecutor, and two-thirds to the poor. | 

3. That each profane curfer, ſwearer, or har, ſhall pay for each fault twenty 
fhillings ſaid money; and if habitually found ſo, to be alſo puniſhed-in their per- 


ſons; one-third part of the fine to the informer, and two thirds to the poer. 


4. That any perlon being found to drink drunk ſhall for the firſt fault pay half 
a crown, for the lecond a crown, and if found habitually fo, ro be puniſhed in 
their perſons, and fined as law directs; and whoſoever givech, or ſelletli drink to ſuch 
habitual drinkers, ſhall alſo be liable to the foreſaid fines and puniſhments. 

5. That no perſon ſcold with, nor provoke their neighbour, nor any other per- 


ſon by abuſive language, under the pain of three pounds ſaid money, for the firſt 


fault; and if found to be habitual ſcolds and diſturbers of the peace, to be puniſhed 
in their perſons, and fined at the diſcretion of the judge, and as provided by law. 

6. That each parent who wilfully neglects to put their children to {chool, when 
conveniently they can do it, and does not teach them to read, ſhall pay yearly 
double the tax due by him of the Fund for maintaining the parochial ſchool, and 
alſo a fine of three pounds ſaid money for the uſe of the poor ſcholars. _ 

7. That every maſter of a family have all his children and ſervants inſtructed in 
the principles of our holy religion, and taught the ſhofter catechiſm, at leaſt uſe 
his utmoſt endeavour for that end, under the pain of three pounds ſaid"money, to 
be paid by ſuch who are found negligent in that duty, for the uſe of the poor 
and that maſters impoſe nothing upon their ſervants that is either unlawful or un- 
reaſonable, nor with-hold from them what is their due, either in meat or fee, con- 
form to agreement, and the countiy practice, under the pain of three pounds ſaid 
money. | 

8. That whatſoever ſervant, male or female, ſhall wilfully diſobey their maſter 
or miltreſs's lawfull commands, or give them provoking and unbecoming language, 
mall in the firſt place be liable to rebuke, exhortation, and moderate correction; 
and if they notwithſtanding continue to offend, ſhall, upon the firſt complaint againſt 
them being proven, loſe half a year's fee, and alſo be puniſhed in their perſons as 
their offence ſhall be found to deſerve; and that no ſervant remove from their ſer- 
vice, but upon lawful warning of their maſter or miſtreſs half a year before the 
term they deſign to remove, and that before a rancelman, or one of the members of 
fociety for regulating of ſervants, who are to witneſs ſuch warning whenever re- 
quired thereunto z and that upon reaſonable grounds to be judged of by the ſaid 
lociety, or any three of them, and that none otherways remove, unleſs it be with 
the mutual conſent of maſter and ſervant, under the pain of half a year's fee, beſides 
perſonal puniſhment ; and that no perſon receive nor entertain, in their houſes any 
ſervant who ſhall have contrary to this act gone away from their maſters, under the 


pain of half a mark, Scots money, for each night they keep ſuch ſervant, after being 


N 2 4 advertiſed 


RN Ie 
* 1 Lk de Lal 
8 1 
eee 


oo RS. XZ vw 
25 r ar 5 
Y 1 * 
* — — : 

„ SEE oe. 
— A PE, 

. LHRES 

mW > e * 

* n 
5 2 1 


— = \ ” * 8 3 a 
| . 2 ay = 
ANCNESSS " a 
* b 8 Ty - 
"Ins * „ n - . we, "A N = 9 = 
* — \ Lc: MF LI - Y \ 
ae. S Das 4,4 2 36; © DTS 2 tas 2 k LE US 
— * Bas LEO IS Ao or I nad, | Eo I 7.5 Ml en 5 2 14. 3% A. 
* — * 1 --»— . 2 >, 1 
ry, z . > — Fs Eg \ 6 K 
c v * 1 CE wat FN 4 ur” v3 . 
Ra s ſe uy — 
2 = - — — 
3 £5, . ">" 


P — — —— 


92 APPENDIX TO THE HISTORICAL - 


advertiſed thereof; and that no maſter or miſtreſs thruſt out their ſervant without 
due warning as 50 ; and in caſe of a ſervant becoming invalid through ſickneſs, 


! 


old age, or accident, that they care for, and maintain them untill application be 
made for having fuch invalid ſettled upon the public charge of the pariſh, as 1s 
uſual in ſuch caſe, and the fame obtained under the pain of three pounds ſaid 


money, beſides damages to the ſervant ſo thruſt out, as the baillie ſhall fee 
reaſonable. | 


9. That none Patti upon, or intice another man's fervant's ; nor fee a ſervant, 
but at the fight and in the preſence of a rancellman, or one of the members of 


jociety, who can vouch the ſervant's being free to fee, under the pain of three pounds 


Scots, to be paid by the intiſer or feer, and "_y ANAL ſaid money by the teed, 
beſides loſing the ſervant. 


10. That none keep more ſervants or working people! in their families than what 


they have abſolute occaſion for, while others want ſervants; but that the ſociety for 
regulating of ſervants appoint them to part with ſuch as they ſee needful, for 
ſupply of ſuch as want, under the pain of half a mark for each night they keep 
the ſervant appointed, beſides damages to the perſons to whom they are appointed. 
11. That in ſuch families where they have no ſervants but their own children, 
that ſome of thoſe children be appointed to other ſervice, and if need be, appoint 
them a ſervant in place of the child or children removed, ſo as there may be at 


leaſt one ſervant in the family, beſides the children, under the pain of half a mark 
each night the perſon appointed is kept back. | 


12. That none entertain in their families idle perſons that are capable to work, 


nor ſuch as are called houſe-folk ; but that the ſaid ſociety appoint them to ſervice, 
under the pain of half a mark for each night, to be paid by the perſon who keeps. 
them after ſuch appointment. 


13. That none keep ſcar ſheep, ſave in bai under the pain of ten pounds, 

14. That none conceal their tythes of any ſort, under the pain of ren pounds 
Scots money. 

15. That none keep unjuſt weights and mack. to buy and fell upon, under 
the pain of ten pounds ſaid money. 


16. That all the poor people incapable to work for their bread, and having no 


children capable to maintain them, be quartered in the pariſh for maintenance, and 


that they have money out of the poor's box for buying of clothes, and that none of 


them be allowed to go out of the reſpective quarters to which they are appointed; 
and when they die, that they have a chiſt and winding ſheet, out of the poors box, 
and that no houſeholder refuſe to receive the poor appointed to him in his turn, under . 
the pain of forty ſhillings, ſaid money. 

17. That none be allowed to marry, who has not forty pounds Scots of free 
gear to {et up houſe upon, or ſome lawfull trade whereby to ſubſiſt, nor ſuch as 
cannot read, and is ſomeway capable to demean himſelf as a Chriſtian mafter of a 
family ; and that the foreſaid ſociety! inquire thereunto, and ſuffer none otherways 
to Marry. 


18. That 
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18. That no'maſter of a family entertain in his ſervice any ſervant belonging to 
another pariſh three months, without a teſtimonial from the pariſh' where he was 
born, under the pain of three pounds, ſaid money, and loſing the ſervant; and 
that no ſervant remove from one pariſh to ſerve in another, untill firſt making ap- 
plication to the ſociety for regulating of ſervants, who not finding ſuch ſervant as 
good encouragement as they can have elſewhere, then they are to recommend them to 
the ſeſſion for a teſtimonial, and then they are free to ſerve in any pariſh they p-aſe, 
providing ſuch ſervant bring ſecurities from the baillie or kirk ſeſſion of the pariſn 
where they are to ſettle, that in caſe they ſhall through old age, ſickneſs, or acci- 
dent, be rendered incapable to ſerve, that they ſhall be maintained at the charge 
of that pariſh ; and not be returned back to the pariſh where they were born when 
unable to do any thing for themſelves, as has been the common practice; and if 
no ſuch ſecurity be given, that ſuch ſervant be charged to return to the pariſh 
where they were born within three months after their departure, under the pain 
of ten pounds Scots, to be paid by the maſter of ſuch ſervant, and ſix pounds, ſaid 
money, by the ſervant, befides perſonal puniſhment in caſe of refulal. 

19. That the ſociety for regulating of ſervants appoint them reaſonable fees 
according as they deſerve, and is common in the country ; and that no ſervant be 
compelled to ſerve any maſter who does not give them meat and fee duly and 
ſeaſonably, conform to agreement. 5 f 


- 


20. That no perſons within the pariſh, on the ſabbath-day, bring their horſes 
within the dicks of the kirk town, nor teather them there, without liberty granted 


by the proprietor,' or tenant, under the pain of forty ſhillings Scots, for each time. 


21, That no perſon within the pariſh fell old corn over year, and refuſe to aſſiſt 
his neighbours in labouring time with feed and fodder, they paying him the higheſt 


price therefore that goes in the country, under the pains of ten pounds. 


22. That no perſon bring any butter for payment of land- rent, or otherways to 


be ſold, but ſuch as is clean from hairs, bland, and other dirt, and ſufficiently ſalted, 


under the pain of forty ſhillings Scots, for each inſufficient parce} preſented; 
and for the firſt fault, the inſufficient butter to be returned to the owner; and for 


the ſecond, the butter to be forfault for the uſe of the poor of the pariſh. 


23. That no perſons preſent fiſh- oil for payment of any rent, or for ſale, but ſuch 
as is ſufficiently boiled thin, free of drag, and all other mixture, under the pain of 
forty ſhillings for each inſufficient parcel thereof preſented ; and that law right men 
be appointed for receiving the butter and oil, conform to the old country act. | 

24. That all coarſe ſtockings for ſale be made of double yarn ſufficiently walked, 
under the pains contained in the acts there anent made. yn 

25. For encouragement of fiſhing, upon which the general benefit of the country 
very much depends, that every houſeholder who is not a fiſher, and having ſervants 


or ſons capable to go to ſea, be allowed to go with any fiſher that wants them, for 


reaſonable fees, the months of May, June, and Julv, the one-half of which fee ſo 
earned to belong to the maſter, and the other half to the fervant, beſide his whole 
ordinary fee; and that the ſociety for regulating of ſervants appoint reafonable fees 
for all ſervants both for land and fea ſervice, ſo as maſters may not be impoſed 
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upon, nor ſervants defrauded of what is their due; and that both maſters and 
ſervants obſerve the ſaid appointment, under the pain of three pounds SOA money. 
26. Anent making of rancelmen, and their inſtructions. 
In a baillie court, lawfully fenied, the whole houſeholders in the Rs being 
preſent, the bailie is to cauſe his clerk to read out a liſt of ſuch honeſt men in the 
pariſh-as are fit to be rancelmen, and then he is to enquire, each of them, if they 
are willing to accept of the office of rancelmen, and if any of them refuſe, and 
can give no good reaſon for his refuſal to accept, the baillie, may fine him in ten 
pounds Scots; and thoſe that accept, the baillie is to enquire of the whole houſe- 
hoiders preſent, if they have ought to object againſt either of theſe men, why they 


may not be made rancelmen, and no objection being mace, then the following 1 in- 


ſtructions are to be read to them: 
I. Vou are at any time, night or day you ſee . to call for aſſiſtance, and 


to enter wi hin any houſe within the pariſh, and ſearch the ſame as narrowly as you 


can.; and upon any ſuſpicion of theft, if they refuſe you keys, you are to break open 
their doors or cheſts, and if you find any thing that is ſtolen, you are to bring the 
thief and the fang to the baillie, or ſecure both, and acquaint the baillie; if you 
have any ſcruple about any thing you find in, the houſe, you are to enquire how 
they came by it, and if they refuſe to tell, take witneſs upon their refuſal, and let 
the thing be ſecured till you acquaint the baillie; you are alſo to examine the houſe- 
{tores of fleſh and meale, and fee if they be correſpondent to their ſtocks, and like- 


Wiſe the wool, yarn, webs, ſtockings, &c. and enquire how they came by all theſe, 


and if they cannot give a ſatisfactory account thereof, and brough and hamele, you 
are to inform againſt them. 


II. You are to enquire into the lives and converſations of families, whether 
there is any diſcord or unbecoming carriage betwixt huſband and wife, parent and 


child, maſter and ſervant, or any other unchriſtian or unlawful practice in the 
family: you are to rebuke ſuch and exhort them to. amend; and it they obey it is 
well; if not, you are faithfully to repreſent ſuch to the judicatory eee and 


| bring the belt evidence you can againſt all ſuch offenders. 


You are to preſent all quarrels and ſcolding as far as in your power, by-com- 


manding the contending parties to the peace, and if they perſift, require witrels 


againſt them, and call for aſſiſtance to ſeparate them, and give in a faithfull report 
thereof to the fiſcal, or clerk of court; and in caſe you are not witneſs to any ſcold- 
ing or quarreling that happens, you are to gather the beſt information thereof you 
can, and make report of the ſame as aforeſaid. 


IV. If you hear any perſon curling or ſwearing, you are to demand of them the 


fine; and if they refuſe to pay it, you are to require witneſs againſt and report it 
to the court, one-third of which fine is to yourſelf, and two-thirds to the poor. 
V. That you narrowly enquire into your neighbourhood who ſits at home from 
the kirk on — ſabhath· day, and from diets of catechiſing; and if they can give 


no ſufficient reaſon for their ſo doing, that you cauſe them to pay the fine, to be 


applied as afcreſaid ; and that you take 9 notice in your neighbourhood 


anent 


, 
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anent keeping the ſabbath - day, and if you find any breach thereof, that you report 
the ſame, _ wi 40 97 PET TIDOU TO GOTIOT ISTRNTTIT $710 

VI. You are ſtrictly to obſerve the country acts anent keeping good neighbours 
| hood, ſuch as that none injure others in their graſs and corn, and rebuke the 
offenders, with certification if they continue ſo to do you will inform the court 
againſt them; and that they build their dicks ſufficiently and timeouſly under the 
pains contained in the act. | 
VII. That tenants do not abuſe their lands nor demoliſh their houſes through, 
floth and careleſſneſs; that you reprove ſuch, and if they continue io to do, ac- 
quaint the land maſter. 300 1 
= VIII. You are to enquire if there is in your neighbourhood any idle vagrant 
wn perſon, and to acquaint ſuch, that they muſt either betake themſelves to ſome honeſt 
8 employment, or you will inform againſt them, ſo as they may be puniſhed and or- 
E dered to ſervice; and that the poor be taken care of in their reſpective quarters, 
1 and not ſuffered to ſtray abroad; nor are you to allow any beggar or thigger from 
any other pariſh to paſs through your bounds ; and, if they offer ſo to do, you will 
ſecure them till they be puniſhed, conform to the country act. | 
IX. That you try all the dogs in your quarter, and that none be allowed to 
keep a dog that can take a ſheep, unleſs he is allowed to keep a ſheep-dog by the 
baillie ; and that none keep tear ſheep otherways, nor in the act, and that the acts 
be obſerved anent punding, hounding, marking and taking of ſheep, 
X. You are to enquire in your quarter anent all perſons uſing any manner of 
witchcraft, charms, or any other abominable and deviliſh ſuperſtitions, and faith- 
fully inform againſt ſuch ſo as they may be brought to condign puniſhment. _ 
XI. You are to examine all tradeſmen in your bounds, and ſee that they make 
| ſufficient work, and do not impoſe upon any in their prices; and if you find any 
ſuch tranſgreſſors, that you inform againſt them, ſo as they may be puniſhed as the 
law directs. | N 1 
XII. Upon any ſuſpicion of theft, two or three rancelmen may take as many 
witneſſes with them, and go to the neighbour pariſh and rancell, and if they catch 
a thief, they are to acquaint the Baillie of that pariſh thereof, who will order the 
thief to be ſecured. a 
3 And in the laft place, as you are intruſted with a power of inſpecting the lives 
{Rt and manners of others, ſo let your own good life and converſation be exemplary 
| unto them for good, and take care you are not found guilty of thoſe faults your- 
ſelves, that you are called to reprove in others, for if ye ſhould, your puniſhment 
| ſhall be double to theirs ; now all theſe inſtructions, as far as it is in your power, 
you promiſe and ſwear ſolemnly in the fight of Almighty God, and as you ſhall 
anſwer to him at the great day, faithfully and honeſtly to obſerve and perform, | 
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Act 27. That no perſon any way impede, maltreat, or abuſe a rancelman in the 
full and free exerciſe of his office, under the pain of ten pounds Scots money, beſide 
1 perſonal puniſhment, and a greater fine as the offence given ſhall be found to deſerve ; 
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and that none refuſe to aid and aſſiſt a rancelman in the execution of his office 
when required thereunto, under the like mn of 87 pound money foreſaid. 1 


17 1 : | 5 5 


Commiſſion and äntustiöns to the Society for regulating of 
Servants and Reformation of Manners. b 20612519 31H I 


- | IXa baillie court, the whole houſe-holders in the pariſh being preſent, a liſt of 
Va the moſt intelligent honeſt men in the pariſh whom the baillie deſigns to erect into 
a ſociety, being read, and they anſwering to their names, the following inſtructions 
being read to chem; the baillie inquires at each of them, if they are willing to 
accept of and enter into that ſociety, which if they accept, then the baillie aſketh 
the whole houſe-holders preſent, if they have ought to object againſt either of theſe 
men, why they ſhould not be admitted as members of that ſociety; aud if no ob- 
jection is offered, and they being all erer elders, or fangelmen, hey are judi- 
cially ſworn and admitted: 
1. You are as often as you "ſee cauſe, 3 in a civil apd diſereet manner, to inſpedt 
all families within the pariſh, and at leaſt twice in the year, and to enquire how 
; maſters diſcharge the duties incumbent upon them towards their children and ſer- 
= | vants; if children are obedient-to their parents, and if ſervants are honeſt, obedient, 
Wo | and tractable to their maſters ; and if either are deficient, you are to exhort them 
= to amend under the pains contained in the act there anent; and if thereafter they 
FE: perſiſt in any irregularity, that you inform an Dem, ſo as they may be puniſhed 
* accordingly. 
5 | 2. You are to enquire what working people : arein the family, and conform to the 
1 neceſſary work they have to do, and the neceſſity of others; and you are at any 
2 time to appoint ſuch ſervants as can be ſpared, out of one to go to another family 
3 that hath abſolute need of them; and the officer having charged the ſervant to 
A remove according to your appointment, under the pain of half a mark, to be paid 
© Ong by the maſter, or any perſons, each night the ſeryant is thereafter kept, which you 
bY have power to ſtraſs them for; as alſo for the fines of curſers, ſwearers, and wilfull 
RR. a abſenters from the kirk and catechiſing, conform to the act, one half of which tines go 
| to yourſelves, and the other half to the poor; and that you allow no idle perſon 
to ſtay in any family that is capable to work; and that you appoint all ſervants 
ſuch reaſonable Tees as they ſhall gelerve, and ſee them duly paid thereof, conform 
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to the act. 
wo 3. That you hear all TED TEK, berwixt maſters and ſervants, and 3 
77 betwixt them, conform to juſtice; and that you allow no ſervant to enter to or 


remove from ſervice other ways than according to the act there anent. 

4. That any three of your number is a quorum in determining in any. matter 
relating to ſervants, conform to the acts there anent 3 and if any difficulty PPear, 
| ou are to conſult the baillie. | 

. 5. That you ſee the acts obſerved in your bounds; anent putting of children 
mo to o fcbool, and anent N the ſabbath-day. 
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F. Lou endeavour to ſuply fiſhers with men, conform to the act thereanent, fo 


as no honeſt man's boat be ſet aſhore for want of men, and that you appoint 


reaſonable fees or hire for thoſe that ſerve at ſea, and ſee them duly paid; and that 
if maſters maltreat their ſervants, that you order ſuch ſervant to thoſe who will uſe 
them better. | or 

7. That the whole ſociety meet twice in the year; and any member wilfully 
abſent from that meeting, to be fined in twenty ſhillings Scots; at which general 
meetings you are to common upon all the irregularities in the pariſh, and of what 
has been done by each of you in his bounds for preventing of immorality, and 
promoting virtue, and of what may be further neceſſary for that eud; and that 
your inſtructions, and the acts you are to be ruled by anent ſervants, be read in 
your meetings; and if any of your number ſhal} be found deficierit in his duty, 
you are to admoniſh him to amend, under the pain of being informed againſt and 


turned off with diſgrace; and that you endeavour to ſuppreſs all vice and immo- 


rality, and encourage virtue and piety to the utmoſt of your power, conform to the 
acts there anent made, which is your rule; and that you chooſe your own proceſs 
at each general meeting; and that all diſputes be carried by plurality of ſuffrages, 
ar molt votes. | 5 

And, laſtly, ſeeing you are inveſted with a power to rule over and inſpect the lives 


0 


and manners of others, it will be your credit, as well as your duty, to ſhew your- 
ſelves patrons of piety and virtue; and in caſe you are found guilty of thoſe faults 


you are ſet to reprove in others, you may expect that your puniſhment will be 
double to theirs; upon theſe conditions you enter into their fociety, and judicially 
Promiſe in the preſence of God Almighty, that you will do your utmoſt for ad- 
vancing the glory of God, the public peace, and welfare of the place, where you 
live, as far as you are capable, conform to the above inſtructions, as your ſub- 


' fcription hereof doth witneſs. The whole foreſaid acts and inſtructions being pub- 
liſhed in open court, the judge ordains the authority of the ſtuart and juſticiar 


court to be interponed thereto; and that the ſame be recorded in the ſtuart court 
books of Zetland, and extracts thereof to be given out by the clerk to the baillies 


deſiring the ſame, upon payment of the clerks dues. Signed F. G. 


A Scheme anent regulating the German and Daniſh current 
money paſſing here. 


That foraſmuch as German and Daniſh current money hath for many years by 
gone paſſed in Zetland, ſtoyvers for pence ſterling, without any regard to the 
intrinſick value, or any authority from the governmeut for their ſo doing; but on 
the contrary, all foreign money is ordaining by act of parliament to paſs only as 
bullion, according to the weight and fineſſe thereof, of which it is not to be ſup— 
poſed many here are competent judges, and therefore theſe foreign ſpecies has 
continued to paſs with us under the denominations they bear in the places where 
they are made, and at the rate of pence for ſtoy vers, which currency having once 


obtained, 


. . 
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obtained, encouraged many to import that ſpeck] rather than-any- other,” which 


they, moſt have purchaſediat a dearer rate, fo that now there is ſcarce. any other 
money to be ſeen in the country, and although the importation 'of that kind: of 


.money might be beneficial to ſome particular perſons, ſuch as all traders upon 


Hamburgh, yet it has been very prejudicial to the country 1n pee in ſeveral 


reſpects, as firſt the real value of theſe foreign ſpecies being unknown, all gods 


ſold therefore, or bought therewith, was ſtill at an uncertain compute, ſo that 
money which ſerves in every country, as the only rule to aſcertain the value of 
all things that are bought and ſold, has been of no. ſuch uſe to us finee that un- 
known ſpecie proved the ſtandard, and paſſed far above his intripſiek value. 
2. It is no ſmall diſadvantage to the countr y to have that money in return for its proc 
duct exported, which cannot paſs in any part of Great Britain, and ſo cannot there: 
with pay the land-tax, crown-rent, cuſtoms, and exciſe, nor can they therewith buy 


victuals, and other things abſolutely neceſſary, which brings many under a neceflity- 


to exchange that foreign money at conſiderable diſcount. 
That notwithſtanding that foreign money hath long paſſed here in buying 


2 ſelling, and is the moſt, if not the only ſpecie to be ſeen, yet there is nene 


obliged by law to take it in payment of any ſum due by bonds, bills, and others}. 
pay able in Britiſh money, but as bullion, or any other merchandize, at the pleaſure. 
of. the buyer, which has proven a hard{hip upon many, and in. the laſt place, to 
add no more, thoſe German and Deniſh current money paſſeth no where in Europe; 
fave only in the reſpective places where they are coined, and even there at the 
greateſt uncertainty ; and ſtill far. below that, which they call their bank money; 
as. for inſtance, they have. of late called down at Hamburgh their 6 ſtiver- pieces 
to 5 ſtivers, and their other ſpecies proportionably ; ſo that for Zetland to keep 
up a conſtant over value upon that money- which, is fo deſpicable and precarious 
every where. elſe, were to act a part no leſs unreaſonable, than hurtful and per- 
nicious to itſelf ; for which cauſe, and as far as poſſible to prevent theſe: incon- 
veniences for the future, it appears abſolutely neceſſary either to diſcharge the ſaid 
foreign ſpecies to pals it all otherways than. as bullion: as the law directs, or that 
the ſum be brought to a par with, our ſterling money:;. but taking the laſt / as-the 
moſt eligible, becauſe the real value of theſe foreign ſpecies cannot be known on 
account of their various ſpecies and no leſs variety. of metals in the compoſition 
whereof they conſiſt, ſo that a trial of that nature as it would be very difficult, 
ſo it might prove burtful to many, but allowing that fareign money to be computed 
according to the current courſe of exchange, and that eſtimate put upon them in 
thoſe countries where they are coined, which certainly muſt be their full e 
why then juſt now at Hamburgh 18 Ban lubts goes to one pound ſterling, which 

makes the difference betwixt ſtivers and pence 20 per cent. and even that compu- 
tation is 5 per cent. leſs than the common difference betwixt their current and bank- 
money, although our ſterling money has as much intrinſick value as their bank- 
moncy, however the foreſaid compute of twenty pounds per cent. diſcount, will 
{crye to bring the ſaid foreign ſpecies as near to a par with ſterling money as is 
neceſſary to make it paſs at no higher value wich us than it docs at Hamburgh, 
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from whence only it is imported here; and that we ſhould keep up their current” 

:oney ſo far undervalued by themſelves upon a levell with our ſterling-money is 
both unreaſonable and unlawful, and therefore the ſaid German and Daniſh current 
money ought and ſhould, with the unanimous conſent of the country, be ordained to 
paſs at the foreſaid diſcount of 20 per cent. and for making which diſcount more 
intelligible, one ſtiver is Tg of a penny ſterling, or ten pennies Scots, ſix ſtoyvers 
is five ſhillings Scots, and twenty-four ſtoyvers is one pound Scots, ind all other 
foreign coin to paſs here as it doth in any other part of Britain, and ſeeing the 
above propoſed regulation is founded upon reaſon, and the ſtatute laws of Great 
Britain, it is not doubted but this whole country will readily go in thereunto, with- 
out any further publick intimation thereof, or authority interponed thereto, to en- 
force the obſervance of the ſame, but the obvious intereſt of the country in general, 
and as the fame is agreeable to the adds of parliament in that behalf made; but that 
the whole country may act in concert in that matter, and that the beneſit or loſs 
thereby may be equal to all according to their reſpective concern therein, appoints 
the ſtewart clark to tranſmit a copy hereof to each bailie within the country to be 


intimate to all perſons within their bailleries, to be by them obſerved as far as the 


ſame is agreeable to the laws of the nation, the good of the country, and the - 
common dictates of reaſon; and if there is any juſt objections there againſt or any 
needfull amendments to be put thereto, let the ſame be brought to the next heads. 
court, to be conſidered of as accords.. T. G. 
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ALETTER from „ PkEsTON to Joszen AMEs, F. R. S. 


Dein Sin, Zetland, Jan. 317 1743-4 


YOUR, favour of the 2d of June came lately to hand. Nothing but a ſight of 
you could equal the pleaſure it brought me, with an account of your welfare, I 
wrote to you ten months fince, with ſome letters to other friends, but chele all miſ- 
carried; the opportunity by which I ſend this 1s very unexpedted, for this iſland 
has very rarely any correſpondence with the reſt of the world for the fix winter 
months: for the year may be ſaid to contain ten months of winter, and two of 
cold, raw weather. I thought it very abſurd to hear the inhabitants complain, of 
hear, at the ſame inſtant that 1 complained of cold, and wiſhed for a great coat. 
They. are ſo accuſtomed to ſtormy bad weather, that they will venture to fea in 
ſmall boats when you would not venture to croſs the Thames. I ſhall give; xcu a 
ſhort deſcription of this Iſland. 

It is the northernmoſt belonging to Scotland, ſet between the latitudes of 60 and 
61 degrees; its length is N. and S. 60 miles; its breadth 30, and ſo divided into 
headlands, and ſmaller iſlands, rocks, bays. inlets, and coves, &c. that you cannot 


Place a compaſs in any the moſt inland part of its chart that ſhall be two mi'es 


from the ſea, which makes it extremely difficult to make a good chart of the- iſland, 
of which there is no chart extant worth naming. During my long ſtay I have 
devoted ſome of my (otherwiſe) idle time in making obſervations and ſurveying the 
place, by which, and ſuitable informations gained from the inhabitants, I have a 
lea chart, which [ flatter myſelf may be of great uſe to other navigators, who are 
all ſtrangers to the many ſafe and good harbours in this iſland, and ſeveral capable 
of receiving many large ſhips. The land is wild, barren, and mountainous, nor 
is there ſo much as a tree or buſh to be ſeen. ' The ſhores are difficult, and in 
many places inacceſſible, rude, ſteep, and iron like, the ſight of which ftrikes the 
mind with a.certain.dread and horror, and ſuch monſtrous precipices, and hideous 
rocks, as bring all Brobdingnag before your thoughts. I doubt not but you are now 


liſtening out for ſome account of curioſities of art and nature, which moſt here are 


ſtrangers to, and yet this iſland is not quite barren of; but rot having room here, 


muſt defer an account thereof till it pleaſes God I ſee you. 


In winter the ſun ſets ſoon after it riſes, and in ſummer it riſes ſoon after ſetting ; 
ſo that the night at that ſeaſon is near as light as the day, and the any in De- 


cember is near as dark as the night in the winter lets here. 


We ſee every night the Aurora Borealis, I think you call it, but we ſeamen the 
Northern Lights, which ſpreads a broad glaring light over the whole hemiſphere, 
and looks ſomewhat terrifying to them not uſed to it. 

I ſhall only mention (leſt 1 tire your patience) that a comet has appeared to us 


for ſore . time from the Weſt, large and plain to the paked eye. 


Yours, . . 
THOMAS PRESTON. 
P Captain 
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cor APPENDIX TO THE HISTORICAT. 


yet I have ſeen the ground wholly covered with ſnow the ſecond of May 


Captain THOMAS. PRESTON. to Mr. AMES, 


Dear SIR, Leith, May 12, 1744. 


T HIS informs you of my fafe arrival at this place, where I met your kind letter 
of no date. I have ſeen Mr. Ruddiman, who (ſays, you ſhall hear from him in a: 


few days, but cannot give you much encouragement as to ſubſcription. He 
promiſes to give you what aſſiſtance he can as to the book itſelf. 


In my laſt from Zetland, I gave you a ſhort account of that country, I ſhall 
now give you ſome more particulars under that head, juſt as they occur to my 


memory. This iſland is called by the Dutch Hetlond, by us commonly Shetland , 

but the proper name of it is*Zetland. Within. there are 30 pariſh churches, and 
80 gentlemens houſes, beſides the towns Lervic and Scalletway, It was firſt inha- 
bited by the Pibis or Picts, who were driven out by the Danes. 


and Zetland ſhould be in the poſſeſſion of the ſaid king 


to Scotland. Zetland lies between the jatitude of 60 and 61 degrees, the longeſt. 


diſtant but little from the eaſt part of Scotland. The longeſt day is near 20 hours. 


J have read a very ſmall print in my chamber at midnight with the windows ſhur.. 
The air is temperate, conſidering the country lies ſo far north, and agrees tolerably 


well with them that can endure cold and a thick fog. I muſt own 1 have not 


found the winters ſo cold as in other parts of Great Britain; nor are the ſummers. 


near ſo warm, for which indeed the length of the days makes ſome amends. 1 


have heard that ſome fiſhermen have affirmed that at fea they are near the ſun's. 


body at midnight ; - but that 1s impofſible, ſince the ſun on the ſhorteſt day in 3 


cember is four hours above the horizon, and it muſt certainly be depreſt as long 
under it in June. The winters are more ſubject to rain than ſnow. Nor does froft 
and ſnow continue ſo long on the ground as on the main land of Great Britain; 


The winds during the long winter ſeaſon continue to "blow moſt reheroolly ge 
nerally between the S. and W. which occaſion many ſhipwrecks. There have bed 
three or four on the iſland in my time. The land is mountainous and moorifh, 
«bounding with moſs and hether, under which. they dig peat or turf for firing; 


under that are hard rocks. Their horſes are very mY but ftrong and well mettled, . 


which they call - Sþ-lties. . Their oxen, ſwine, and ſheep, of Which laſt they have 
plenty, and their caitle of all kinds are ſmall, The price of a hotſe is a guinea, 
an ox ſomewhat leſs, a ſheep half a crown, a ſheep ſixpence ;. rabbits they have in 


ſome parts of the country, Frogs and toads there are none, nor perhaps any. 


| 01020UsS vermin; there are many otters which they call Tikes, and. ſeals which they 


Chriſtian king of 
Denmark and Norway, whoſe daughter, the lady Margaret, was given in marriage 


to king James III. of Scotland in "the year 1463, agreed that the iſland of Orkney 


James. till. he had paid to- 
him 50,000 florins of the Rhine for his daughter's dowry ; and Chriſtian after- 


wards on the birth of a young prince his grandſon, called James, renounced. his. 
title to the ſaid iſlands in favour of king James, and they have ever fince belonged. 
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DESCRIPTION o F ” 21 LAN p. . a 


call Selzes ; ſometimes 10 are many young whales, which they call Pellack or 
Spdut whales. They run into the creeks, and ſo entangle themſelves among the 
rocks, that they are caſt on the ſhore, or eafily taken. There is plenty of ſea 
weeds, called Tangle, growing on rocks, of which may be made kelp for the making 
of ſoap. There is plenty of ſhell-fiſh of moſt kinds. Their oyſters are the beſt 1 
ever ate. In the fea they catch cod, ling, Li W 40 ſcate, turbor, and 
herrings, colefiſh, flukes, trouts, &c. 

There are many forts of wild fowl ; namely, the dunter gooſe, clack 85e 
ſwans, ducks, teal, whaps, toiſts, lers, kittewacks, mas, plovers, ſcarſes, &c. 
There is likewiſe the ember gooſe, which is ſaid to hatch her eggs under her wing. 
This is certain, that none ſaw them on the land, or out of the water, and that they 
have a cavity, or pe Place under one of their eee capable of containing ” 
a N egg 1 l FEY” 30; 

There are 8 very large eagles, Which they call” Eu which prey upon the 
young lambs, &c. There is a law in force, that if any kill one of theſe eagles, he 
is to have a hen out of every. houfe in the pariſh wherein-1t 1 18 killed, though it is 
never demanded. 

[ do not doubt but there are mines of ſilver, tin, and lead, in the country, for 
ſeveral ſorts of minerals are to be found, and 1 have been credibly informed that 
pieces of pure maſſy ſilver of conſiderable bigneſs have been turned up by the 


plough; but ſuch treaſures are heglęcted, or not improved, through the poverty or 


careleſſneſs of the proprietors. In many plages matle quarries of excellent free 
ſtone, lime ftone, and ſlate, are found, and ſome veins of marble. Sometimes are 
caſt up by the ſea, timber, pieces of wreck, 'hogſheads of! wine and brandy, and 
ſometimes ſpermaceti, n nee. water-ſpunges, ARG cam- -ſhells (Os ſepia) are 
found on the ſhore.. — | 

There is no foreſt or wood, not fa much as a tree, hardly a buſh of any ſort in 
the whole country, except in ſome gentlemét's gardens, aud thoſe never dare to 
peep over the garden- wall for. fear of the north wind. 

The country is ſo divided by the ſea, that it cannot be expected there Would be 
in it any rivers, yet there are many brooks and little runs of water called bourns 
and /ochs, or lakes, many of which afford trouts, and I have eaten excellent cod 
fiſh that have been taken in one of theſe lochs or lakes of perfect freſh water, which 
have been very near the ſea. 

The people are generally civil, ſagacious, of a ready wit, and of a quick ap- 
prehenſion, piouſly inclined, much given to hoſpitality, civil and liberal in their 
entertainments, and exceeding kind to ſtrangers, which indeed I may ſay from ex- 
perience, for I never met with more civility in any part of the world.. They are 
generally. of a dark complexion, perſonable and comely enough, The women are 
lovely, and the gentry go well dreſt, are genteel in carriage, well behaved in com- 
pany, and ſmart and pleaſant in converſation, even to a miracle, conſidering they. 
live in ſuch a remote ifland; which has fo little correſpondence with the reſt of 
the world. They delight more in the converſation of men than in the common 
tittle· tattle of their own ſex. They are ſtrapgers. to plays, operas, maſquerades, 
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aſſemblies, balls, ſet viſiting days, extravagant dreſs, gallantry, &c. and are free 


irom thoſe innocent faſhionable vices, which ſo much. diſgrace their betters. They 
are modeſt 'virgins, and virtuous wives: for adultery. is not known among them, 
Among the common fort fornication ſometimes happens; but their conſtancy is 
ſuch, that they are ſure to marry one among another; nevertheleſs, if a child 
happens to; come in leſs than g months after marriage, they are both obliged by 


the law of Scotland, to do penance in church. This heinous fin the pious prieſts 
call ante-nuptial fornication. Tbe name is of their own coining, and ſo is the 


fin too for aught I Know, for | think-it is ſomewhat odd that a man muſt ſuffer the 


cenſure of the kirk for going to bed to his own wife; however, if my find out 


new ſins, they ſhould invent new names. 
The country is moſt commodious for navigation, which makes me wonder:it has 
ſo long been neglected that we have not even ſo much as a map of it. There are 


more than 20 ſafe: barhours off eaſy acceſs capable of receiving large ſhips, the 


moſt remarkable of which are LLertict or Braſſa Seund, Dura Voe, "and Balta Sound, 
on the Weſt fide of the country. The coaſt is all high and bold, and may be ſeen 
many leagues from the ſea. There are no ſands round the whole Hand, and but 
few ſunken rocks, and -thoſe; near the ſhore, except one dangerous ſhoal on the 
Welt fide. called Haus we Grind, and ſome rocks on the N. W. above water, both which 
as well on the whole iſland, I have exactly ſurveyed, and I think without vanity I 
can ſay that I can produce a very good map of Tetlandz which 1 believe may 
be of great ſervice, eſpecially in Var time. 

I fear I have tired your patience with my long incoherent ills 1 ſhall 

therefore conclude with my kind love to all ending 155 


+ t 


And am, dear 5 1. | PUG ee 


our moſt e iobade 88 Servant, 


'f 


| THOMAS PRESTON. 
15 =p 
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